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1.2.3.

1.2.4.

INTRODUCTION

The project

Renewable Energy Systems (RES), herein referred to as ‘The Applicant’, has submitted a
planning application to the Scottish Government for Section 36 consent under the Electricity
Act 1989 for a wind farm proposal in Aberdeenshire.

Hill of Fare Wind Farm, herein referred to as the ‘Proposed Development’, is located
approximately 6 km north of Banchory in Aberdeenshire.

If consented, the Proposed Development would have an installed capacity of over 50 MW and
comprise 16-turbines, with 11 turbines at 180 m tip height and 5 turbines at 200 m tip height,
as well as a network of site tracks, electrical connection works, a control building and
substation, a battery storage facility, associated temporary construction infrastructure and
associated ancillary and engineering works.

This report

Whilst there is no statutory requirement for pre-application consultation in relation to Section
36 applications, the Applicant has undertaken pre-application consultation for the Proposed
Development and gone over and above the minimum best practice activity expected as set out
in the Electricity Act 1989 - Section 36: applications guidance (Section 3. Pre-Application)'.

This PAC Report details and reports on the pre-application consultation undertaken by the
Applicant with the local community, general public, and locally elected representatives - herein
referred to collectively as ‘Key Stakeholders’. This Report does not capture the Scoping Report
and Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) consultation with EIA consultees - this is captured
separately in the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) which accompanies the
Section 36 application.

The Applicant has served a copy of the Section 36 application and associated planning
documents, including this PAC Report, to the following Key Stakeholders:

e Echt and Skene Community Council (‘host’ Community Council)

e Crathes, Drumoak and Durris Community Council (‘host’ Community Council)

e Torphins Community Council (‘host’ Community Council)

e Cluny, Midmar and Monymusk Community Council (‘host’ Community Council)

e Mid Deeside Community Council (nearby Community Council)

e Inchmarlo, Brathens and Glassel Community Council (nearby Community Council)

e Banchory Community Council (nearby Community Council)

The project website at www.hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk will also be updated with a copy of the
Section 36 planning documents, including this PAC Report, once the planning application has
been validated - as well as a link to the Scottish Government’s planning portal where the
planning documents can be viewed and formal consultation comments submitted.

1 Available online: Electricity Act 1989 - sections 36 and 37: applications guidance - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) (last accessed 26/09/2023)

Page 3 of 119


http://www.hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/good-practice-guidance-applications-under-sections-36-37-electricity-act-1989/

Hill of Fare Wind Farm
Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report

1.2.5.

1.3.

1.3.1.

1.3.2.

1.3.3.

1.3.4.

1.3.5.

1.3.6.

1.3.7.

Hard copies of the planning documents have also been made available for the public to view at
the following locations:

e Banchory Library, Bridge Street, Banchory, AB31 5SU

e Alford Library, Alford Community Campus, Greystone Road, Alford, AB33 8TY

Approach to pre-application consultation

As explained in the section above, pre-application consultation in relation to Section 36
applications is voluntary.

The Applicant has considerable experience in onshore wind farms and believes in the
importance of early, meaningful, and proportionate pre-application consultation in order to
identify issues and concerns as well as benefits and opportunities.

Pre-application consultation can ultimately help to improve the development and design of
the Proposed Development from the perspective of both the Applicant and the community.

In undertaking pre-application consultation for the Proposed Development, the Applicant has
gone above and beyond the minimum best practice activity expected as set out in the
Electricity Act 1989 - Section 36: applications guidance (Section 3. Pre-Application)?.

The Applicant has also referred to, and sought to achieve, the best practice pre-application
principles outlined in the National Standards for Community Engagement as set out in the
Scottish Government’s Planning Advice Note 3/2010: Community Engagement PAN 3/20103.

Furthermore, the Applicant has also sought to achieve the best practice principles from
Planning Aid Scotland’s SP=EED guidance (Scottish Planning = Effective Engagement and
Delivery) to Level 2 - Consulting “.

At all stages of the consultation process the Applicant set out clearly the purpose of
consultation and emphasised that comments made were not representations to the planning
authority and that there would be an opportunity for representations to be made to the
planning authority once a planning application had been submitted.

2 https://www.gov.scot/publications/good-practice-guidance-applications-under-sections-36-37-electricity-act-1989/pages/3/

3 https://www.gov.scot/publications/pan-3-2010-community-engagement/

4 https://www.pas.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/PAS-SPEED-Practical-Guide-July-2022.pdf
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EARLY ENGAGEMENT - SCOPING (August and September 2022)

Preparation - key stakeholder mapping

Prior to undertaking formal consultation, the Applicant carried out desk-based research to
identify Key Stakeholders to inform about the Proposed Development and engage with.

‘Host’ Community Councils
In line with best practice, the Applicant identified the following Community Councils whose
area was within or adjoined the land on which the Proposed Development was situated:

e Echt and Skene Community Council

e Crathes, Drumoak and Durris Community Council

e Torphins Community Council

e Cluny, Midmar and Monymusk Community Council

Nearby Community Councils
In addition to the ‘host’ Community Councils, the Applicant identified the following
Community Councils as being nearby (and the next closest) to the Proposed Development:
e Mid Deeside Community Council
¢ Inchmarlo, Brathens and Glassel Community Council
e Banchory Community Council

Ward Councillors
The Applicant also identified the following Aberdeenshire Council wards (and their
representatives) as being likely to have an interest in the Proposed Development:
e Banchory and Mid Deeside ward
e Waesthill and District ward
e Aboyne, Upper Deeside and Donside ward

Constituency MSP and MP

Furthermore, the Applicant identified the MSP for Aberdeenshire West constituency, as well
as the MP for the West Aberdeenshire and Kincardine constituency as being likely to have an
interest in the Proposed Development.

Introductory letter to Key Stakeholders

The Applicant wrote to Key Stakeholders [Appendix 1], as well as around 35 properties within
2 km of the turbine development area, in August 2022 to inform them that the Applicant was in
the early stages of exploring a potential wind farm and energy storage proposal at Hill of Fare.
The letter confirmed that the early design comprised 17-turbines with a maximum tip height of
250 m. The letter also explained that, following initial site feasibility work, a Scoping Report
had been submitted that week to the Scottish Government, as well as other key consultees,
seeking feedback on the proposed scope of environmental assessment work; a link to a digital
copy of the Report on the Applicant’s project website at www.hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk was
included. The letter also provided some information about onshore wind, community benefit,
and next steps - including the fact that the Applicant was planning public consultation events.

Upon the Proposed Development going public the Applicant provided a presentation to Dunecht
Estate staff to inform them about the Proposed Development and answer any initial questions.
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Follow-up with local Community Councils

The Applicant offered follow-up calls with the ‘host’ Community Councils shortly after the
Scoping Report letter had been issued. The purpose of these calls was to make introductions,
discuss the Proposed Development in more detail, explore potential venues for the upcoming
public exhibitions, and answer any initial questions about the proposal.

Calls were held with the following ‘host’” Community Councils:
e Phone-call with Cluny, Midmar and Monymusk Community Council Chair on 17 August
2022, followed by a longer and more detailed call (around 1 hour) on 23 August 2022
e Video call (around 1.5 hours) with representatives of Crathes, Drumoak and Durris
Community Council on 2 September 2022
e Video call (around 1.25 hours) with representatives of Torphins Community Council on
Tuesday 30 August 2022

Whilst contact was made with the fourth ‘host’ Community Council of Echt and Skene regarding
public exhibition venues, they did not respond to the offer of a follow-up call regarding the
Proposed Development.

The Applicant also corresponded further by email at this early design stage of the Proposed
Development with the ‘host’ Community Councils as well as the nearby Community Councils of
Inchmarlo, Brathens and Glassel; Banchory; and, Mid Deeside.

General enquiries

A number of enquiries were received once the Proposed Development became public and the
Applicant responded by providing answers to questions wherever possible, confirming details
about the Proposed Development, explaining that public consultation events were being planned
for October, and making people aware of the Applicant’s newsletter mailing list which they
could be added to if they wished to be kept up to date with the Proposed Development and
notified of the October public consultation events once details had been confirmed.

Page 6 of 119



Hill of Fare Wind Farm
Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report

3.1.

3.1.1.

3.1.2.

3.1.3.

3.1.4.

3.1.5.

3.1.6.

3.1.7.

3.1.8.

3.1.9.

3.1.10.

PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS AND CONSULTATION - SCOPING (October 2022)

Advertising the events

The Applicant placed a public notice [Appendix 2] in the local Deeside Piper newspaper on
30 September 2022 (more than seven days ahead of the public exhibitions) to confirm details
of the consultation events.

The Applicant also decided to go over and above best practice guidance (of placing one
notice in a public newspaper) to help raise greater awareness of the Proposed Development
and upcoming consultation events. As such, run-of-paper adverts were placed in the Deeside
Piper newspaper during the weeks leading up to the events, on 23 September 2022 and 07
October 2022, and these adverts were also accompanied by a 250-word editorial to provide
more context to the Proposed Development [Appendix 2].

In addition, the Applicant also paid for 30,000 digital MPU (mid-page-unit) adverts on the
Deeside Piper website to help highlight the consultation events.

A press release was also issued to a number of wider media outlets on 23 September 2022,
including the regional Press and Journal newspaper, providing details about the Proposed
Development and upcoming consultation events.

Update letters [Appendix 3] were issued to Key Stakeholders on 23 September 2022
providing details of the upcoming exhibition events and consultation period. Digital copies of
the advert and newsletter were also included (for social media purposes).

The Applicant also updated the project website [Appendix 4] on 23 September with details
of the consultation events, including a copy of the advert and newsletter.

To help raise as much awareness of the Proposed Development and upcoming consultation
events as possible, the Applicant also issued a 2-page A4 project newsletter [Appendix 5],
produced by an Aberdeenshire printing company, to around 1,600 local households in the
local area (located within approximately 5 km of the turbine development area) which
arrived with households during week commencing 26 September 2022 - a week or two ahead
of the events.

The Applicant also offered laminated copies of the advert to Key Stakeholders and local
contacts for them to use as local ‘posters’. Over 100 posters were organised and sent out,
upon request, to Community Councils and other local contacts.

In addition to providing details of the consultation events, the public notice, advert, press
release, update letters, website update, project newsletter, and posters all described the
Proposed Development and its location and explained that further information could be
found on the project website or by contacting the Applicant (contact details were provided).
These communications also including information about how people could provide feedback
to the Applicant on the proposal and confirmed that the closing date for comments was
Friday 11 November 2022; they also all included a statement that any representations
submitted to the Applicant were not representations to the determining authority and that
there would be an opportunity to submit representations to the determining authority
should an application be made.

The above communications far exceeded the minimum expectations for best practice and
help demonstrate the Applicant’s commitment to the consultation process.
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Public exhibition events - format

The Applicant held four public exhibition events in October 2022, one in each of the four ‘host’
Community Council areas, to achieve a good geographical spread of venues around the Site
(within reasonable travelling distance of each other) and help facilitate accessibility. The
consultation events were carefully organised around hall availability to provide a range of times
for people to attend (daytimes and evenings) to make the events as accessible as practicable.
All venues also provided disabled access. Details of the events held are as follows:

e Tuesday 11 October: Crathes Hall from 11am-2pm (Crathes, Banchory, AB31 5JN) and

Echt Hall from 5-8pm (B977, Echt, Westhill, AB32 6UL)

e Wednesday 12 October: Midmar Hall from 11am-2pm (Midmar, Inverurie, AB51 7NE)
and Learney Hall from 5-8pm (9 Beltie Road, Torphins, Banchory, AB31 4JT)

The events [Appendix 6] were supported by a team of six representatives - including two
Development Project Managers, a member of the Communications Team, an Engineer, and two
Landscape Architects. Representatives from Dunecht Estates were also in attendance.

The Applicant also responded positively to requests from each of the four ‘host’ Community
Councils to have their own table at their respective local exhibition event so that they could
gather feedback from attendees as well.

A range of information boards [Appendix 7] were provided at the events which included a
description of the Proposed Development and associated maps and plans, as well as
visualisations (wirelines and photomontages) to help give an indication of what the Proposed
Development may look like from different viewpoints in the local area. The Applicant also
provided wireline software so that people could see what the Proposed Development may look
like from specific locations of interest to them. Hard copies of the information boards were also
available for anyone who requested this.

The exhibition team endeavoured to speak to as many people as possible and encourage them
to complete a comments form to help gather comments and views on the Proposed Development
early in the design process. It was made clear that the comments forms could either be handed
in at the public exhibition events, posted to the Applicant (address details were provided on the
form), or filled in online on the project website at www.hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk.

The exhibition information boards and visualisations, as well as an online version of the
comments form, was made available by the Applicant on the project website [Appendix 8], from
the morning of the first event (Tuesday 11 October 2022) so that people who may not have been
able to attend the events, or who wished to take more time to review the information, could
view it online during the consultation period and submit comments. The information remained
on the project website throughout the consultation period (and until June 2023).

The process for submitting comments to the Applicant - including the closing date for comments
of 11 November 2022 - was confirmed at the events on the exhibition board welcoming people
to the exhibitions [Appendix 7] as well as on the comments forms and newsletters available at
the event and as part of the online exhibition information on the project website. In addition,
a statement was included on these communications that any representations submitted to the
Applicant at that stage of the Proposed Development were not representations to the
determining authority and that there’d be an opportunity to submit representations to the
determining authority should an application be made.
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3.3. Consultation feedback - overview

3.3.1. The exhibition events were well attended, attracting over 370 people across the four events,
with the breakdown of venue attendance as follows:
e Crathes exhibition - 56 people (15%)
e Echt exhibition - 112 people (30%)
e Midmar exhibition - 76 people (20%)
e Torphin exhibition - 134 people (35%)

3.3.2. Asignificant amount of feedback was received during the consultation period (11 October until
11 November 2022) with over 380 comments forms submitted and more than 3,000 topical
comments received. The graph below shows the balance of topical comments received, with
the following of most interest:

e Socioeconomics (community benefit, supply chain)

¢ Landscape and visual (turbine height, site location, etc)
o Energy (onshore wind, offshore wind, other technologies)
e Exhibition (format, staff, communications)

e Ecology (wildlife and species, habitat)

e Recreation (access, activities and use of hill)

e Acoustics (predicted sound levels)

¢ Infrastructure (battery storage, substation, tracks)

Ecology 4% Recreation 3%
Exhibition 9% —— Acoustics 3%
Infrastructure 3%

Traffic and Transport 2%
- Grid 2%
Hydrology 2%
Shadow flicker 1%

Ornithology 1%
- Tourism 1%

Energy 12%

- Cultural heritage 0.5%
Aviation 0.5%
Project general 6%

Landscape and
visual 25%

Socioeconomics 25%

3.3.3. The Applicant included a multiple-choice question on the comments form that asked what
people thought about the turbine and infrastructure layout if the Proposed Development went
ahead as currently designed (scoping layout). The breakdown of responses was as follows: 71%
responded that they had concerns about the proposed layout; 8% responded that they didn’t
like wind farms in general; 8% responded that they were neutral to the proposed layout; 8%
responded that they were happy with the proposed layout; and, 5% didn’t answer the question.

3.3.4. Further detail on the comments received is contained in Section 6 of this Report together with
an explanation of how the Applicant has taken these comments into account.
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FURTHER ENGAGEMENT AND COMMUNCIATIONS

General enquiries

A number of enquiries were received from local residents and Key Stakeholders between the
October 2022 and June 2023 consultation events. The Applicant responded by providing answers
to questions wherever possible and making people aware of the project newsletter mailing list
which they could be added to if they wished to be kept up to date with the Proposed
Development and informed about the next set of consultation events.

Resident visits

The Applicant made visits to a number of residents who had raised questions or concerns
previously and asked to discuss these in person. Further information was sent by the
Applicant after these visits had taken place in response to specific questions that residents
had raised or information that they’d requested.

Update communications

The Applicant sent an interim update letter to Key Stakeholders on 02 May 2023 [Appendix
9]. The letter summarised key design changes made since the October 2022 public
consultation events and explained that, whilst the Applicant was not yet at final design, a
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) document had been developed in response to the
feedback received and was available on the project website at www.hilloffare-
windfarm.co.uk. The letter also included a copy of the most recent edition of the project
newsletter.

A second edition of the project newsletter [Appendix 10] was issued to over 1,800 people
during the week commencing 01 May 2023 (by post to local households as well as by post or
email to those people who had asked to be kept up to date with the Proposed
Development), providing an update on key design changes since the October 2022 public
exhibitions and consultation, and explaining that an FAQs document had also been produced
in response to the feedback received which was available on the project website. Contacts
details for getting in touch with the Applicant were also included in the newsletter.

Call for information (private water supplies)

One of the key areas of interest raised within the consultation feedback were concerns
about the potential impact of the Proposed Development on people’s private water supplies.
In response to this, the Applicant organised a ‘call for information’ which invited people to
get in touch with the Applicant’s hydrology consultants with details of their private water
supply to help further identify supplies within the area.

The update communications referenced in 4.2 above included the call for information on
private water supplies and explained that the Applicant had already gathered all available
supply information from Aberdeenshire Council and Dunecht Estates, in addition to surveys,
but wanted to ensure that their data was as comprehensive as possible; as such, the
Applicant was inviting residents to get in touch with details about their private water

supply.

Over 25 responses were received from local residents who engaged with this call for
information.

Page 10 of 119


http://www.hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk/
http://www.hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk/

Hill of Fare Wind Farm
Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report

5.1.

5.1.1.

5.1.2.

5.1.4.

5.1.5.

5.1.6.

5.1.7.

5.1.9.

PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS AND CONSULTATION - FINAL DESIGN (June 2023)

Advertising the events

Again, the Applicant decided to go over and above best practice guidance (of placing one
notice in a public newspaper) with regard to advertising and, in addition to placing a public
notice [Appendix 11] in the local Deeside Piper newspaper on 09 June 2023 (more than 7
days in advance) to confirm details of the consultation events, the Applicant also organised
two run-of-paper adverts to be placed in the newspaper on 02 June and 16 June 2023; these
adverts were again accompanied by a 250-word editorial to provide more context to the
Proposed Development.

In addition, the Applicant also paid for 30,000 digital MPU (mid-page-unit) adverts on the
Deeside Piper website to help highlight the consultation events.

A press release was also issued to a number of other wider media outlets, including the
regional Press and Journal newspaper, on 06 June 2023 providing details about the final
suite of consultation events.

Update letters [Appendix 12] were issued to Key Stakeholders on 02 September 2023
providing details of the upcoming exhibition events and consultation period. Digital copies of
the advert and newsletter were also included (for social media purposes).

The Applicant also updated the project website on 02 June 2023 [Appendix 13] with details
of the consultation events, including a copy of the advert and newsletter.

A third edition of the project newsletter [Appendix 14] was issued to over 1,800 people
during the week commencing 05 June 2023 (by post to local households as well as by post or
email to those people who had asked to be kept up to date with the Proposed Development)
- a week or two ahead of the events.

The Applicant also again offered to provide laminated copies of the advert to Key
Stakeholders and local contacts for them to use as local as ‘posters’. Over 80 posters were
sent out, pro-actively as well as on request, to Community Councils and other key contacts.

In addition to providing details of the consultation events and explaining that these events
would present the updated design for the Proposed Development - the public notice, advert,
press release, update letters, website update, project newsletter, and posters all explained
that further information could be found on the project website or by contacting the
Applicant (contact details were provided). These communications also included information
about how people could provide feedback to the Applicant on the proposal and confirmed
that the closing date for comments was Thursday 06 July 2023; they also included a
statement that any representations submitted to the Applicant were not representations to
the determining authority and that there’d be an opportunity to submit representations to
the determining authority should an application be made.

Once again, the above communications far exceeded the minimum expectations for best
practice and help demonstrate the Applicant’s commitment to the consultation process.
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Public exhibition events - format

The Applicant held four more public exhibition events in the local area in June 2023; one event
in three of the four ‘host’ Community Council areas and one event in Banchory (instead of
Crathes which lies approximately 3 miles east of Banchory) in response to feedback.

The consultation events were carefully organised around hall availability to provide a range of
times for people to attend to make the events as accessible as practicable - and all venues
included disabled access. A commitment was also honoured regarding holding an evening event
in Midmar Hall. Details of the events held are as follows:

e Tuesday 20 June: Banchory Town Hall from 11am-2pm (14 High Street, Banchory, AB31
5RP) and Midmar Hall from 5-8pm (Midmar, Inverurie, AB51 7NE)

e Wednesday 21 June: Learney Hall from 11am-2pm (9 Beltie Road, Torphins, Banchory,
AB31 4JT) and Echt Hall from 5-8pm (B977, Echt, Westhill, AB32 6UL)

The events were supported by a team of 12 representatives - including three Development
Project Managers, two Landscape Architects, two members of the Communications Team, an
Ecologist, a Hydrologist, an Acoustic Analyst, an EIA Co-ordinator and a GIS/CAD Technician.
Representatives from Dunecht Estates were also in attendance.

The Applicant responded positively again to requests from each of the four ‘host’ Community
Councils, as well as Banchory Community Council, to have their own table at their respective
local exhibition event so that they could gather feedback from attendees as well.

A range of information boards [Appendix 15] were presented including visualisations (wirelines
and photomontages) to help give an indication of what the updated design may look like from
different viewpoints in the local area. The Applicant also provided wireline software and a 3D
fly-through video to help give an impression of what the Proposed Development may look like
from different locations. Hard copies of the information boards were available upon request.

The exhibition team endeavoured to speak to as many people as possible and encourage them
to complete a comments form [Appendix 16] with their views on the updated design. The
comments forms could be handed in at the events, posted to the Applicant (address details were
provided on the form), or filled in via the project website at www.hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk.

A detailed ‘Report on Feedback’ [Appendix 17] summarised the feedback received from the
October 2022 public exhibitions and consultation and highlighted any changes that the Applicant
had made to the Proposed Development in responses to the feedback.

The exhibition information boards and visualisations, FAQs, Report on Feedback, and online
version of the comments form were also available on the project website, from the morning of
the first event (Tuesday 20 June 2023) so that people who may not have been able to attend
the events, or who wished to take more time to review the information, could view the
information online and submit comments during the consultation period. The exhibition
information remained on the project website throughout the consultation period (and remained
there until the Section 36 planning application was submitted).

The process for contacting and submitting comments to the Applicant was also confirmed on the
exhibition materials and project website. It was also made clear that any representations
submitted to the Applicant at that stage of the Proposed Development were not representations
to the determining authority and that there would be an opportunity to submit representations
to the determining authority should an application be made.
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5.3. Consultation feedback - overview

5.3.1. The June 2023 exhibition events were very well attended, attracting over 310 people across the
four events, with the breakdown of venue attendance as follows:

Banchory exhibition - 75 people (24%)

Echt exhibition - 72 people (23%)

Midmar exhibition - 74 people (23%)

Torphin exhibition - 95 people (30%)

5.3.2. Less feedback was received during this second consultation period (20 June until 06 July 2023)
with around 140 comments forms submitted and just under 500 topical comments received. The
graph below shows the balance of topical comments, with the following of most interest:

e Socioeconomics (community benefit)

e Landscape and visual (turbine height, site location)
o Energy (onshore wind, offshore wind)

e Hydrology (private water supplies)

e Acoustics (predicted sound levels)

e Ecology (wildlife and species, habitat)

e Exhibition (info, staff, format)

l—— Energy 5%

,— Exhibition 3%
___Ecology 3%

—Recreatcon 1%
— Acoustic 4%

,, Infrastructure 1%
Landscape and visual 34% ——_ _ Traffic and Transport 2%
o Grid 2%
Hydrology 6%

Shadow flicker 1%

=~ Ormthology 0.5%
— ——Tourism 1%
N
" Cultural heritage 1%

™ Project general 12%

; /
Socioeconomics 24% —

5.3.3. The Applicant included a multiple-choice question on the comments form that asked what
people thought about the updated turbine and infrastructure layout. The breakdown of
responses was as follows: 61% responded that they had concerns about the proposed layout; 8%
responded that they didn’t like wind farms in general; 13% responded that they were neutral to
the proposed layout; 8% responded that they were happy with the proposed layout; and, 10%
didn’t answer the question.

5.3.4. Further detail on the comments received is contained in Section 6 of this Report together with
an explanation of how the Applicant has taken these comments into account.
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6.1.

6.1.1.

OUTCOMES and RESPONSES

Summary of topical comments received and Applicant response

The topical comments received from the 2022 and 2023 consultation events have been categorised
into key topics and summarised in Table 1, together with the Applicant’s response and a reference

to the relevant EIAR chapter where applicable.

Table 1: Summary of topics, key themes, and Applicant response

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL
(approximately 26% of total comments)

Site location and residential amenity

Just over a quarter of Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) comments suggested that: the
location was not suitable; the hill was too prominent a location; the site was too close to populated
areas; and that the Proposed Development would be visible from local properties and affect residential
amenity.

Turbine height
Around a quarter of LVIA comments suggested that: the turbines were too big; they were the tallest

in Scotland/UK and were ‘untested’ (these comments related to the original 250 m turbines proposed);
they were too tall for a hill; smaller turbines would be better; and that the turbine height contradicted
Aberdeenshire Council’s 2014 Strategic Landscape Capacity Assessment for Wind in Aberdeenshire.

Visual impact on the area
Just under a quarter of LVIA comments raised concerns about: the overall visual impact on the area;
the Proposed Development damaging the landscape; and the scale being too big.

Exhibition visualisations
A number of LVIA comments suggested that: the exhibition visualisations were unrealistic, misleading,
or not to scale; and that more viewpoints should have been presented.

Turbine layout and numbers
A smaller number of LVIA comments suggested that: there were too many turbines; that fewer turbines
would be acceptable; and that changes to the layout could reduce visual impact.

Aviation lighting
A small number of LVIA comments raised general concerns about aviation lighting and the potential
impact of light pollution on dark skies.

Applicant’s response

Having considered the feedback from key consultees and the local community, and undertaken further
landscape and visual assessments, the Applicant has reduced turbine tip heights from 250 m to a mix
of 180 m and 200 m. Furthermore, each turbine location has moved to varying degrees to refine the
design and minimise visual impacts wherever possible.

All visualisations were produced to well established and recognised standards set by NatureScot. In
the case of the October 2022 public exhibition events, the visualisations presented a 90-degree
horizontal view which helped provide wider landscape context. At the June 2023 public exhibition
events the Applicant provided some narrower 53.5 degree horizontal views within the visualisations,
in addition to 90-degree views, in direct response to consultation feedback.

Wind farms are quite often sited on hills or areas of higher ground in Scotland where the wind regime
tends to be smoother and less interrupted. The Applicant’s landscape architects have worked with
the design to minimise potential impacts on residential amenity by increasing the separation distance
from settlements and residential properties and exploring changes to the turbine height.

The Applicant has consulted with the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and Ministry of Defence (MOD) to
agree a lighting strategy, undertaken a night-time assessment, and produced night-time visualisations
for the EIAR.

Further information regarding landscape and visual considerations can be found in the EIAR, Volume
1 - Chapter 6: Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment.
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SOCIO-ECONOMICS
(approximately 25% of total comments)

Community benefit ideas

Just under half of socio-economic comments focused on community benefit ideas - with the most
popular suggestions being: improved walking/cycling paths on the hill and local area; LEDS (Local
Electricity Discount Scheme); home eco measures (insulation, solar panels); funding for schools,
education initiatives, renewables education; improved parking for hill access; funding for village halls;
EV charging facilities; biodiversity initiatives (peatland, trees, flowers); social welfare support, senior
citizen support, hardship funds; upgraded or new sports facilities; skills and employment initiatives;
shared ownership of the Proposed Development; improved broadband; and improved transport.

Community benefit generally

Just over a quarter of socio-economic comments stated that: they didn’t have any ideas for community
benefit; they didn’t want community benefit as they didn’t want the wind farm; community benefit
wouldn’t offset the impact; more information was needed on community benefit; and that they didn’t
believe there would be any community benefit from the Proposed Development.

Community benefit area

Just under a fifth of socio-economic comments suggested that: areas closest to the Proposed
Development should benefit; all areas impacted should benefit; areas closest to the Proposed
Development should not necessarily benefit; more information was needed on the area of benefit; and
that there should be wider consultation on the area of benefit.

Supply chain

A small number of socio-economic comments suggested that: the majority of skilled workers would
not be local; the Applicant must use local companies and materials; there would be limited
opportunities for inward investment; more information was needed regarding jobs and supply chain
opportunities.

Applicant’s response

Should the Proposed Development be consented, a community benefit package would be established
by the Applicant to support the communities who host, and are closest to, the wind farm. The area
of benefit would be determined in consultation with locally elected representatives from the closest
communities.

The Applicant takes a tailored approach and consults with the local community, both pre-planning
and post-consent (should the Proposed Development be granted planning permission), to gain an
understanding of the local priorities and to seek suggestions for projects that will help to secure long-
term economic, social and environmental benefits for the area. This approach ensures the community
benefits package that is delivered is aligned with the priorities of the local community. For instance,
the package could include RES’ Local Electricity Discount Scheme (LEDS) or provide funding for
projects that sit outside the parameters of a traditional application-based fund. The feedback
received regarding community benefit is helpful in highlighting current local needs and priorities
which can be discussed further with the community should the Proposed Development receive
consent.

The Applicant is also committed to ensuring that, wherever reasonably practicable, local contractors
and employees are used in all aspects of wind farm development. Based on the updated design, the
Proposed Development is predicted to deliver approximately £4.4 million of inward investment to the
area in the form of jobs, employment, and use of local services during the development, construction
and first year of operation. The Applicant has joined the Aberdeen and Grampian Chamber of
Commerce as a Platinum member in order to build understanding of the skills, services, and
capabilities of the local supply chain.

The landowner has confirmed agreement in principle to car-parking facilities at the site entrance and
implementing the cultural heritage trail. The Applicant and landowner continue to explore other
potential opportunities to support access and recreation across the site, including investigating the
potential for renovating the old shooting lodge on the site for use as a place of shelter and visitor
information.

Further information regarding socioeconomic considerations can be found in the EIAR, Volume 1 -
Chapter 13: Socio-Economics.
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ENERGY
(approximately 11% of total comments)

Offshore wind and other technologies

Approximately half of energy comments suggested: offshore wind was preferred; offshore wind was
more efficient; offshore wind had less visual impact; this size of turbine should be offshore; alternative
technologies (hydro, marine, solar, nuclear) were preferred; smaller scale generation was preferred.

Onshore wind - cost of electricity, needs case, and reliability

Just under a third of energy comments focused on: energy prices continuing to rise/no reduction or
change in energy prices; a reform being required to energy pricing policy; a need for further
information about energy pricing; there being enough onshore wind farms already; a requirement for
further information on the onshore wind needs case; suggestions that onshore wind was unreliable or
intermittent and needed back-up generation; and a need for further information on homes powered.

Carbon payback
The remaining energy comments requested more information about the carbon payback or weren’t

convinced about the carbon payback timescales.

Applicant’s response

Onshore wind plays an important part in creating a balanced energy mix and is required alongside
other technologies, such as offshore wind, all of which have their merits in relation to cost,
efficiency, environmental or social benefits. For example, onshore wind is one of the lowest cost
forms of new electricity generation and can be constructed in 12-14 months (quicker than offshore).

Scotland currently has almost 9 GW of operational onshore wind capacity. In response to the climate
emergency the focus on developing more onshore wind within Scotland has only strengthened - with
national targets now set for installing 20 GW of onshore wind across Scotland by 2030 to help towards
meeting Net Zero carbon emissions by 2045.

Typically, wind farms pay back the carbon within 1-3 years and operate carbon free thereafter. The
Proposed Development also includes a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS).

Further information regarding energy policy considerations can be found in the EIAR, Volume 1 -
Chapter 5: Planning and Policy Context. A carbon balance assessment can be found in the EIAR,
Volume 1 - Chapter 14: Aviation and Other Issues.

EXHIBITIONS
(approximately 8% of total comments)

Exhibition format

Just under half of exhibition comments suggested that: an event should be held in Banchory; films or
videos showing the site would have been helpful; a public presentation/Q&A would be helpful; the
comments form questions were ‘leading’; the time of day that events were held was helpful/unhelpful;
there were too few/enough events; and the Community Council tables and presence were welcome.

General comments about the exhibitions
Just under a third of exhibition comments suggested that: the events the events were helpful and
informative; the events were misleading or lacked information; they had no comment on the events.

Exhibition staff

Just under a fifth of exhibition comments suggested that: exhibition staff weren’t able to answer
questions; exhibitions were helpful/unhelpful; more exhibition staff were required; Dunecht Estate
representation was welcome; that exhibition staff should be clearer to see.

Exhibition communications
The remaining comments suggested that: the events should have been advertised more widely and/or
through a wider variety of methods.

Applicant’s response

In response to feedback from the first suite of exhibitions in October 2022, the Applicant: held an
event in Banchory for the June 2023 exhibitions; developed a fly-through video showing how the
Proposed Development may look from key public roads and from the site; doubled staff numbers, and
broadened the range of expertise available.
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Both suites of exhibitions were advertised widely through a variety of methods as outlined in Section
3 and Section 5 of this PAC Report.

ECOLOGY and ORNITHOLOGY
(approximately 5% of total comments)

The majority of comments on these topics focused on concerns about: the potential impact of the
Proposed Development on wildlife (such as squirrels, deer, bats, bees, moths, butterflies, pine
martens, amphibians), habitats, raptors (such as red kites, owls), migratory species (such as geese,
swallows, cuckoos). The remaining comments raised general concerns about the potential impact on
the environment and hill land, with a few concerns about the adequacy of survey work.

Applicant’s response

Protecting and minimising any potential direct or indirect impacts on local wildlife and their habitats
is of utmost importance to the Applicant. A wide range of detailed ecological and ornithological
surveys have been undertaken by qualified experts as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment
work. A Habitat Restoration and Management Plan has also been developed which includes a
Biodiversity Enhancement Plan that will focus on improving the biodiversity already found on the site
beyond offsetting any potential loss of biodiversity from the development.

The Applicant has also been in consultation with relevant consultees, including Aberdeenshire
Council, NatureScot, RSPB Scotland, North East Raptor Study Group, and the Dee District Salmon
Fishery Board with regard to designated sites, protected areas and protected species.

Further information regarding ecology and ornithology considerations can be found in the EIAR,
Volume 1 - Chapter 8: Ecology Assessment and Chapter 9: Ornithology Assessment. In addition, an
outline Biodiversity Enhancement and Management Plan (BEMP) can be found in Volume 4 - Technical
Appendix 8.5.

ACOUSTICS and SHADOW FLICKER
(approximately 5% of total comments)

The majority of comments on these topics focused on: concerns about potential acoustic impact and
effect on local amenity, concerns about the acoustic mapping undertaken, and the need for more
information about predicted acoustics levels. A humber of comments also raised concerns about the
potential impact of shadow flicker and effect on local amenity, concerns about the shadow flicker
modelling undertaken, or concerns about the potential impact of shadow flicker on health.

Applicant’s response

The design process has ensured that the Proposed Development won’t exceed the strict acoustic limits
which will be set within the planning conditions (should consent be granted). These limits correspond
to existing background acoustic levels typical in the local area which will control the wind farm
acoustics in relation to nearby residential properties. Operation and construction acoustic
assessments and prediction are undertaken in accordance with the relevant standards, current
assessment methodologies and best practice as determined by the regulatory bodies - which include
Aberdeenshire Council, the Scottish Government and the UK Institute of Acoustics.

Shadow flicker can be predicted, modelled and mitigated using specialised software. The Proposed
Development has been designed to minimise any potential for shadow flicker. However, it is likely
that shadow flicker monitoring software which can shut down certain turbines at particular times of
the day, or in certain weather conditions where a flicker effect may result, will also be utilised.

Further information regarding acoustics and shadow flicker can be found in the EIAR, Volume 1 -
Chapter 12: Acoustic Assessment and Chapter 14: Aviation and Other Issues.

RECREATION and TOURISM
(approximately 4% of total comments)

The majority of comments on these topics focused on concerns about recreation: the potential impact
on access to the site for recreation during construction and operation; the need for more information
on access plans; Hill of Fare being an important hill for recreation and amenity for the local
community. The remaining comments focused on the potential impact on tourism in the area and the
importance of Deeside as a tourist destination.
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Applicant’s response

The Applicant recognises that the Hill of Fare is a popular hill for recreation and, as such, the design
has considered opportunities to enhance the current recreational access facilities on the site to
ensure that the public access is maintained and enhanced where possible. As explained above, the
landowner has confirmed agreement in principle to car-parking facilities at the site entrance and a
cultural heritage trail. The Applicant and landowner continue to explore other potential
opportunities to support access and recreation across the site, including investigating the potential
for renovating the old shooting lodge on the site for use as a place of shelter and visitor information.

Any temporary restrictions required during construction for health and safety requirements will be
managed by an Access Management Plan, which would be developed pre-construction, and temporary
diversions of any known routes will be put in place with agreement from Aberdeenshire Council. Once
the wind farm is operational, the statutory Scottish ‘right to roam’ (Land Reform [Scotland] Act 2003)
will apply and the public will have full access to the site via non-vehicular means.

With regard to tourism, there have been several independent studies carried out over the years that
have consistently found that wind farms do not impact tourism. One of the most recent is the BIGGAR
Economics Report ‘Onshore Wind and Tourism in Scotland’ (2021). The report, which analysed 44 wind
farm case studies in Scotland to try and find empirical evidence of a relationship between the
development of onshore wind farms and tourism sector in Scotland, found “no relationship between
tourism employment and wind farm development at the level of the Scottish economy, across local
authority areas nor in the locality of wind farm sites”.

Further information regarding recreation and tourism considerations can be found in the EIAR, Volume
1 - Chapter 13: Socio-Economics.

INFRASTRUCTURE
(approximately 2.5% of total comments)

Around half of comments regarding wider site infrastructure requested further information about the
battery storage facility and location or raised concerns about fire risk. Just over a fifth of comments
requested more information about the substation location. The remaining comments requested further
information about the access tracks, turbine foundations, or wider infrastructure in general.

Applicant’s response

Further information about the battery storage facility and substation was provided within the June
2023 public exhibition materials. The risk of fire at a battery storage facility is low but has been
considered and mitigated in the design of the storage general arrangement and consideration of the
monitoring and fire suppression system.

Further information regarding the site infrastructure can be found in the EIAR, Volume 1 - Chapter 2:
Project Description

HYDROLOGY and PEAT
(approximately 2% of total comments)

Around two-thirds of comments on these topics areas focused on concerns about the potential impact
on private water supplies or requested further information about how private water supplies would be
protected. The remaining comments raised concerns about the potential disturbance to peat and
carbon release or requested further information on how site infrastructure had been sited to avoid
impacts on peat.

Applicant’s response

The Applicant has collected Private Water Supply (PWS) data from Aberdeenshire Council and holdings
within Dunecht Estate and openly consulted members of the public in the surrounding area. In May
2023, the Applicant issued a PWS ‘call for information’ in a newsletter issued to over 1,700 households
in the local area - inviting local residents who had private water supplies linked to Hill of Fare to get
in touch with the Applicant’s hydrology consultants and provide details of their private water supplies
so that all supplies could be identified and checked.

The purpose of collecting PWS information has been to establish the PWS source locations and source
types in order to inform the PWS assessment that will be presented in the EIAR. The assessment’s
findings will inform what further work would be required, if any, which may include baseline
monitoring of relevant PWS, before, during and after construction. Any work associated with PWS
post consent will be enforced through condition and subject to agreement with Aberdeenshire
Council.
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Further information regarding peat, including a detailed peat-probing map, was provided within the
June 2023 public exhibition materials. Peat depth surveys and assessments confirm that peat is not
uniform across the site and areas of deeper peat have been avoided wherever possible. Typically,
wind farms pay back the carbon within 1-3 years and operate carbon free thereafter.

Further information regarding hydrology and peat considerations including a private water supply
assessment (Volume 1 - Chapter 10: Hydrology, Geology, & Hydrogeological Assessment), a carbon
balance assessment (Volume 1 - Chapter 14: Aviation and Other Issues), Peat Management Plan
(Volume 4: Technical Appendix 10.2: Peat Management Plan), outline BEMP (Volume 4 - Technical
Appendix 8.5: Outline Biodiversity Enhancement and Management Plan), can be found in the EIAR.

TRAFFIC and TRANSPORT
(just under 2% of total comments)

The majority of comments regarding traffic and transport focused on concerns about potential
disruption from construction traffic or the selected turbine delivery route. Some comments also raised
concerns about the volume of construction traffic, potential road damage, pedestrian safety, or
requested more information about the site access point.

Applicant’s response

The Applicant’s construction team has a wealth of experience in managing construction traffic, having
built many wind farms within Scotland and across the UK and Ireland, and works closely with the local
community to minimise disruption wherever possible. The Applicant also has a strong track record
for safety on its projects and has won awards for this.

The Applicant has commissioned surveys to understand traffic flows and volumes on local roads and
assess any potential impacts of construction traffic on the local area. This has enabled them to
identify potential pinch points, bottlenecks, areas which will require road improvements, and areas
which may require traffic management and will help in developing mitigation strategies.

Should the Proposed Development be consented, a detailed Traffic Management Plan would be
developed and agreed with Aberdeenshire Council in consultation with Police Scotland, setting out
the steps that the Applicant would take to help mitigate any potential impacts on local traffic and
road users and ensure road safety. Some examples of measures that have been taken by the
Applicant on other construction projects include: introducing a reducing speed limit for project
construction traffic along certain stretches of road; avoiding turbine deliveries between school-drop
off and pick-up and/or rush-hours; and, agreeing certain ‘routes to site’ for daily construction
traffic.

The June 2023 public exhibitions provided further information on the site access point.

Further information regarding traffic and transport considerations can be found in the EIAR, Volume
1 - Chapter 11: Traffic & Transport Assessment.

GRID CONNECTION
(just under 2% of total comments)

The majority of grid connection comments requested more information about the route of the grid
connection. A number of comments requested further information generally about the grid connection
and asked how residents would be informed about the plans or raised concerns about the impact of
the grid connection. A number of comments also requested further information on the connection
method, suggested it should be routed underground, or raised concerns about pylons. A small number
of comments also raised concerns about grid capacity.

Applicant’s response

The Applicant has been advised by the Transmission Owner (TO) that the Proposed Development will
connect to the National Grid via a 132 kV trident overhead wood pole line into Fetteresso substation
to the south east of the site. This was clarified at the June 2023 consultation events.

The grid route is subject to a separate planning application from the Proposed Development - and
will be submitted as a separate Section 37 planning application under the Electricity Act by the
Transmission Owner (TO) once they have finalised their design. Once the planning application for the
grid route is submitted, there will be a consultation period undertaken by the TO during which details
of the route and method will be available for the public to provide comment to the TO as part of the
planning process.
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CULTURAL HERITAGE
(less than 1% of total comments)

The majority of cultural heritage comments raised concerns about the impact generally on the cultural
heritage of the area. A few comments also mentioned the historical Battle of Corrichie.

Applicant’s response

The final design lessens the potential effect upon the setting of cultural heritage assets. The
Applicant has also been investigating the potential for a cultural heritage walking trail to enhance
the opportunity to understand, appreciate, and experience assets of national importance in the area.

Further information regarding cultural heritage considerations can be found in the EIAR, Volume 1 -
Chapter 7: Cultural Heritage Assessment.

AVIATION
(less than 1% of total comments)

The majority of comments raised concerns about the impact on Aberdeen airport, with a few
comments referring to other aviation interests in the area.

Applicant’s response
The Applicant has been consulting with relevant consultees to explore and mitigate aviation impacts
wherever possible.

Further information regarding aviation considerations can be found in the EIAR, Volume 1 - Chapter
14: Aviation and Other Issues.

GENERAL COMMENTS
(approximately 7% of total comments)

A range of more general comments were also received with the key themes relating to project phases
(construction, operations, decommissioning), general attitudes towards the Proposed Development
(opposition, support), project economics, and property prices.

Applicant’s response

The Applicant recognises that there are a mix of attitudes towards the Proposed Development and is
grateful to people for sharing their views. Information regarding project economics is commercially
sensitive. One of the largest studies undertaken regarding wind farms and property prices concluded
that house prices followed broader trends identifiable within the relevant county and resulted in
properties on average retaining their value.

Further regarding the project phases can be found in the EIAR, Volume 1 - Chapter 2: Project
Description.
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6.2. Evaluation of consultation process

6.2.1. Best practice encourages Applicants to evaluate the pre-application consultation process. As such, Table 2 evaluates the Applicant’s consultation
process using the 10 National Standards for Community Engagement as set out in PAN 3/2010. Table 3 evaluates the Applicant’s consultation
using Planning Aid Scotland’s guide to SP=EED (Scottish Planning = Effective Engagement and Delivery). Examples have been included within the
tables below to demonstrate how the Applicant has achieved the standard or level.

6.2.2. Table 2: National Standards for Community Engagement Evaluation

THE STANDARD DESCRIPTION EXAMPLES

INVOLVEMENT Identify and involve the people  The Applicant identified, early in the process, the people and organisations who may have an
and organisations who have an interest in the Proposed Development and with whom to engage and keep up to date. In the
interest in the focus of early scoping stage of the Proposed Development this included ‘host’ Community Councils,
engagement. nearby Community Councils, local ward Councillors, constituency MSP and MP, and properties

within 2 km of the Proposed Development. As the project developed this list naturally evolved
to include, for example, 1,800 local households (within approximately 5 km of the turbine
development area as well as anyone else who asked to be kept up to date with the proposal),
local businesses, and business organisations such as Aberdeen and Grampian Chamber of
Commerce and Aberdeen Renewable Energy Group.

SUPPORT Identify and overcome any Throughout the consultation process the Applicant understood the need to help all individuals
barriers to involvement. and groups engage, for example, the Applicant ensured that public exhibitions took place in
several venues surrounding the site and within reasonable travelling distance from one another
to ensure that they were accessible to everyone in the community as far as practicable. The
events took place across a range of dates and times to suit as many people as possible - and
both the 2022 and 2023 public exhibitions were deliberately arranged to avoid the school
holidays. Hard copies of the exhibition information boards were also made available by the
Applicant upon request.

PLANNING Gather evidence of need and Engagement and consultation took place over many months as the Proposed Development
resources to agree purpose, progressed. The Applicant clearly set out in communications the purpose and scope of
scope and actions. consultation. Consultation events were carefully planned and held at times in the project

programme when the most value could be provided, for example, the 2022 public exhibitions
were held early in the design development process when people’s feedback could potentially
have greatest influence on the Proposed Development - and the 2023 public exhibitions were
held at final design stage when the Applicant could demonstrate the changes made and be clear
about the final proposal which would be submitted into planning. Also, the scope of the
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THE STANDARD

DESCRIPTION

EXAMPLES

information presented at each of the two suites of public exhibitions was carefully considered
and reflected the areas of interest raised by stakeholders - particularly at the 2023 final design
exhibitions, for example, greater detail than usual was provided regarding private water
supplies in response to concerns raised - and additional visualisations at specific degrees of
angle were specially prepared in response to community feedback. The Applicant also ensured
that the exhibitions were widely advertised, through a variety of methods, to reach as many
people as possible; this resulted in good levels of attendance at the 2022 exhibitions (more than
370 people) and 2023 exhibitions (more than 310 people).

METHODS

Agree and use methods of
engagement that are fit for
purpose.

The Applicant used a variety of methods to engage. These methods included, for example,
letters, phone-calls, emails, online meetings, face-to-face meetings, public exhibitions
(exhibition information was also made available online via the project website, including an
online version of the comments form), newsletters, adverts, public notices, posters, targeted
online ads, and social media. Within the public exhibition consultation events the Applicant
used a variety of materials and communication methods including information boards,
visualisations, interactive wireline software, 3D fly-through videos, and verbal discussion.

WORKING
TOGETHER

Agree and use clear procedures
that enable participants to
work together effectively and
efficiently.

Contact details for the Applicant were made publicly available and provided on all project
communications for people to get in touch if they needed to. The Applicant has responded to
public enquiries and organised meetings with residents to discuss concerns face-to-face.
Timescales and procedures were clearly set out in relation to the Applicant’s consultation
process; for example, how to comment to the Applicant on the Proposed Development and the
closing date for comments, the expected timings for the next set of exhibitions and how to find
further information about the Proposed Development. The Applicant also clearly set out the
Section 36 decision-making process within its FAQs document and exhibition information.

SHARING
INFORMATION

Ensure necessary information is
communicated between the
participants.

The Applicant endeavoured to use language appropriate for the demographic, social and
economic landscape of the community, and literacy levels. A variety of communication methods
were used too, as outlined in Section 4 above, to communicate information about the Proposed
Development and consultation process. Regular updates were sent at key milestones to Key
Stakeholders, local households, and all those who asked to be kept up to date with the Proposed
Development to keep them informed and appraised of progress.

WORKING WITH
OTHERS

Work effectively with others
with an interest.

The Applicant engaged early in the design process with local Community Councils to discuss the
Proposed Development and proposed consultation. The Applicant also engaged with local
residents, local businesses, local Councillors, local MP and MSP.
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THE STANDARD DESCRIPTION EXAMPLES

IMPROVEMENT Develop the skills, knowledge The Applicant’s representatives, who undertook the consultation and engagement activity, have
and confidence of the extensive experience in community engagement and consultation and are trained in SP=EED
participants. (Successful Planning = Effective Engagement and Delivery).

FEEDBACK Feed results back to the wider Using the FAQs document, Report on Feedback, and PAC Report, the Applicant has ensured that

community and agencies
affected.

the consultation comments and findings of the consultation process have been summarised and
fed back.

EVALUATION

MONITORING AND Monitor and evaluate whether

engagement achieves its
purpose and meets the national
standards for community
engagement.

The Applicant has continued to review and monitor the consultation process. The Applicant has
also evaluated the consultation process using the 10 National Standards for Community
Engagement as set out in PAN 3/2010 as well as Planning Aid Scotland’s pre-application guide
SP=EED (Scottish Planning = Effective Engagement and Delivery) to audit the consultation
process.

6.2.3. Table 3: SP=EED (Scottish Planning = Effective Engagement and Delivery) evaluation

CRITERIA

TRANSPARENCY
and INTEGRITY

TARGET LEVELS

Level 1 (The purpose of
engagement is clear and people
can find out about it easily) and
Level 2 (Rights to participate
are clearly explained and
opportunities to express
opinions are publicised).

EXAMPLES

The Applicant identified and made contact with a range of Key Stakeholders early in the process,
including the ‘host’ Community Councils who the Applicant offered meetings to in order to
encourage a partnership approach. Some introductory meetings were held with Community
Councils to discuss the Proposed Development further as well as potential venues and timings
for the public exhibition events. The Applicant set out the purpose, integrity, and proposed
timescales of the engagement process - including where to find further information - in their
early introductory project communications on their website, Key Stakeholder letters, and letters
to nearest properties as well as in their advertising and communications for each of the 2022
and 2023 public consultation events. The events were prominently advertised, and an A-frame
sandwich board was positioned outside each of the venues to attract passers-by. The following
points were made clear on the exhibition information boards: where the project constraints lay;
the potential impacts as well as the potential benefits; that consultation feedback from the
engagement process would be used to help shape and inform the design; that community benefit
was not a material planning consideration; how key figures had been calculated and from where
key statements had been sourced.

CO-ORDINATION

Level 1 (The timetable for the
engagement process will be
published and relevant
relationships explained) and

The Applicant took time to carefully plan the engagement strategy and ensure that consultation
events were held at sensible points in the process, such as early in the design development when
people’s feedback could have greatest influence on the Proposed Development, or at final
design stage when the Applicant could be clear about the final proposal which would be
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CRITERIA

TARGET LEVELS EXAMPLES

Level 2 (The timetable for the
engagement process will include
adequate periods for meetings,
public events, and discussion with
stakeholders).

submitted into planning. The Applicant communicated and advertised the events during the 2-3
weeks leading up to the exhibitions to ensure that people had plenty of notice. The consultation
periods for feedback afforded time for people to consider the information after the public
exhibition events and/or view it online before responding with feedback - and the closing date
for comments was communicated on all advertising and communications for the 2022 and 2023
consultation events as well as on the exhibition information boards at the events. The Applicant
was mindful to avoid holding consultation events in school holiday periods or on dates which
clashed with key local events or consultations. The availability of selected specialists, who could
engage with people on the areas of most interest in the consultation feedback, was also factored
into the planning of the public consultation events to aid meaningful engagement.

INFORMATION

Level 1 (Information will be
relevant, accurate and
comprehensible to the target
audience) and Level 2
(Information will be
communicated and shared,
aiming to invite feedback).

The Applicant ensured that the public exhibition materials presented for consultation included
a mix of visual information as well as textual information - and key figures or statements were
referenced. Areas of uncertainty were highlighted, for example, the grid connection being
subject to a separate Section 37 planning application under the Electricity Act by the
Transmission Owner once they had finalised their design. The Applicant also endeavoured to
ensure that the language and detail of information provided both at the exhibitions and in
general reflected the nature of stakeholder and general public enquiries. A comments form,
designed as a questionnaire to help encourage a range of feedback, was presented as the
preferred route through which written feedback could be submitted to the Applicant during the
public consultation events. The comments forms were made available in hard-copy format at
the consultation events as well as online. Written feedback submitted by email and letter was
also accepted by the Applicant. All consultation feedback was logged and categorised by topic
so that it could be considered in relation to the Proposed Development. The Applicant also set
up and managed a project newsletter mailing list (including post and email options) for anyone
who wished to be kept informed about the Proposed Development. The Applicant also responded
to enquiries and endeavoured, wherever possible, to satisfy requests for new information.

APPROPRIATENESS Level 1

(Information will be
presented to suit its intended
audience and can be accessed by
all stakeholders at each stage of
the process) and Level 2
(Engagement processes to fit the
situation will be wused, with
opportunities for discussion and
for questions to be raised and
answered).

The Applicant carefully considered the best means of publicising the engagement process and
used a wide range of methods, in order to reach as many people as possible, including: adverts
and public notices in local newspaper, newsletter to local households, posters for local
noticeboards, targeted online ads, social media, letters to key stakeholders. This approach
encompassed both digital and non-digital forms of communication. The Applicant endeavoured
to ensure that the language used to publicise the consultation events was jargon-free, concise,
and easy to understand - and that the maps and drawings presented at the exhibition events
were explained in clear and simple terms. A number of visualisations were available at the public
exhibitions which helped give people an indication of how the Proposed Development may look
from different public viewpoints within the area. Wireline software was also provided at the
public exhibitions so that people could see how the Proposed Development may look from
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CRITERIA

TARGET LEVELS EXAMPLES

points of interest to them, for example, their property - and a 3D flythrough video was run on a
loop to show people how the Proposed Development may look from public roads around the site
as well as from the site itself. The exhibition events took place in a number of carefully selected
venues surrounding the site [see Sections 3.2 and 5.2 of this Report] to ensure that they were
within reasonable travelling distance from one another and held in venues that were easy to find
and accessible to everyone in the community. The events were also organised across two
consecutive days and covered the daytime and evening to suit as many people as possible. The
exhibition team comprised a mix of specialists with expertise in a variety of areas to help answer
questions from the public and discuss the Proposed Development meaningfully.

RESPONSIVENESS

Level 1 (Relevant
information will be provided
at every stage of the
process) and Level 2
(Findings from the
engagement process will be
analysed, disseminated, and
potentially incorporated).

The Applicant provided contact details for enquiries and responses on all materials. The majority
of enquiries were dealt with in a timely manner and where replies took longer explanations were
provided by the Applicant. The Applicant ensured that the exhibition information was also
available online via the project website from the date of the first events. The feedback received
from both the 2022 consultation events and the 2023 consultation events was carefully logged and
analysed by the Applicant. A detailed FAQs document was developed after the 2022 consultation
events to respond to the key themes raised in the feedback received - and this document was
uploaded onto the project website, referenced in updated communications, and made available
at the 2023 consultation events. A detailed Report on Feedback was also developed by the
Applicant, for the 2023 consultation events, which summarised the 2022 consultation feedback
and explained the changes made to the Proposed Development in response to this feedback; this
document was also made available online via the project website.

INCLUSIVENESS

Level 1 (Relevant
representative
groups/organisations will be
identified and information
will be designed and
disseminated to reach them)
and Level 2 (An emphasis
will be placed on allowing
the voices of seldom heard
groups and those most likely
to be affected to be heard).

The Applicant identified relevant groups and organisations to engage with, for example, the ‘host’
Community Councils whose boundary areas covered or adjoined the site, nearby Community
Councils which may be affected by the Proposed Development, as well as wider organisations such
as Aberdeen and Grampian Chamber of Commerce to help the Applicant build an understanding of
the local skills, services and capabilities and connect with the local supply chain. The Applicant
also attended Banchory Show to help further raise awareness of the Proposed Development. A
contacts and correspondence database was established and populated with relevant information
to help support the Applicant’s engagement and consultation. The Applicant also endeavoured to
go above and beyond minimum pre-application consultation expectations by holding a number of
engagement events (rather than just one) for each consultation process and widely advertising the
events (rather than just placing one notice in a local newspaper).

MONITORING and
EVALUATING

Level 1 (Distribution of
information and feedback
received on the engagement
process will be analysed after
the process is complete).

This PAC Report fulfils this requirement by documenting the consultation process that has been
undertaken and providing a summary of the comments received. The Applicant has also considered
how to improve future consultation events based on the feedback received about the engagement
process.
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7.1.

7.1.1.

SUMMARY
Key points

In accordance with best practice, the Applicant has fulfilled and exceeded the minimum pre-
application consultation activity expected for this Proposed Development, including
documenting and reporting on the consultation activities undertaken.

Furthermore, the Applicant has also endeavoured to undertake consultation in line with the
best practice ‘National Standards for Community Engagement’ as set out in PAN 3/2010 as well
as Planning Aid Scotland’s best practice guide ‘SP=EED’ (Scottish Planning = Effective
Engagement and Delivery) to Level 2- Consulting. The Applicant has also evaluated the
consultation undertaken against these best practice standards.

The Applicant identified and engaged early with Key Stakeholders and the local community, to
facilitate a constructive consultation process, and this has helped identify concerns and issues
as well as potential benefits and opportunities which have helped to shape the design. The
Applicant continued to keep Key Stakeholders, the local community, and anyone else who
asked to be kept informed about the Proposed Development up to date. The Applicant also
responded to a wide range of general enquiries and endeavoured to satisfy requests for further
information wherever possible.

Both the 2022 (scoping) and 2023 (final design) consultation events were prominently
publicised and subsequently attracted significant numbers of attendees. High levels of
feedback were also received, particularly after the 2022 events.

The Applicant is grateful to everyone who took the time to attend consultation events and
provide feedback on the Proposed Development. The feedback received from the 2022
consultation events was carefully logged, analysed, and considered in relation to the
development of the design. A detailed FAQs document was developed by the Applicant to
provide public responses to the key themes raised from the 2022 events - and this was
followed by a detailed Report on Feedback, presented at the 2023 events, summarising the
feedback received and how the applicant had considered this in relation to the Proposed
Development. The feedback received from the 2023 consultation events was also carefully
logged, analysed, and captured within this PAC Report.

The Applicant made key changes to the design of the Proposed Development with
consideration of consultation feedback as outlined, primarily, in section 6 of this PAC Report.

Throughout the consultation process, the Applicant has helped the community understand the

benefits and impacts of the Proposed Development and added value and improved the quality
of the proposal through meaningful and productive consultation.
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7.2.

7.2.1.

Appendice

The followin

Appendix 1:
Appendix 2:
Appendix 3:
Appendix 4:
Appendix 5:
Appendix 6:
Appendix 7:
Appendix 8:
Appendix 9:
Appendix 10

Appendix 11

Appendix 12:
Appendix 13:
Appendix 14:
Appendix 15:
Appendix 16:

Appendix 17:

S

g is a list of Appendices contained within this PAC Report.

Introductory letter to Key Stakeholders - August 2022

Newspaper advert and public notice - September 2022

Update letter to Key Stakeholders with exhibition details - September 2022
Website update advertising exhibition events - September 2022
Newsletter 1 (Autumn) - September 2022

Exhibition event photos - October 2022

Exhibition information boards (x17) - October 2022

Example website update with exhibition materials - October 2022
Interim update letter to Key Stakeholders - May 2023

: Newsletter 2 (Spring) - May 2023

: Newspaper advert and public notice - June 2023

Update letter to Key Stakeholders with exhibition details - June 2023
Website update advertising exhibition events - June 2023

Newsletter 3 (Summer) - June 2023

Exhibition information boards (x29) - June 2023

Comments form for consultation feedback- June 2023

Report on Feedback from 2022 consultation - June 2023
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Appendix 1: Introductory letter to Key Stakeholders - August 2022

\Rernewehle Energy Systems Limite

Irel Fload, 5TV, Pacilic (uiay

Glamgow G51 1PO, United Kingdom

T +44 ()17 404 5500 F =44 (0141 404 5501
E InfOEres-group com  wWisna NS~ g . Cof

Secretary Sent by email to: secretary@echiandskeng, co.uk
Echit and Skene Community Council sontact@echlandskenece.co.uk
17 August 2022

Dear Sir or Madam

Hill of Fare Wind Farm proposal

I am writng to inform Echt and Skene Community Council that RES is in the earty stages of exploring a potential
wind farm and energy slorage proposal, in partnership with Dunechl Estates, at Hill of Fare which lies
approximately Gkm north of Banchory.

The eas! of the sile lies within the south-west comer of Echt and Skene Community Council's area. We have
also written 1o other local Community Councils whose site boundaries either cover part of the site or lie close to
it, in addition to local ward Councillors, to help raise awarenass of the proposal at this early stage.

About RES

RES is the world's lzading independent renewable energy developer with cperations across Europe, North
Armerica and Asia-Pacific. We grew out of Sir Robert Mcalpine, a British family-owned firm with over 140 years
of experiencs In construction and engineering with a proud history in Scolland stretching from the Glenfinnan
Wiaduct in the Highlands to the Emirates Arena and Sir Chris Hoy Velodrome in Glasgow.

We have been at the forefront of wind energy development for 40 years and developed and/or bullt more than
23GW of renewable energy capacily worldwide. In the UK alone we are responsible for approximately 10% of
the current wind energy capacity. We have davelopad andior built bwenty-ona wind farms in Scotland with a total
generation capacity of S97MW and recently finished constructing Blary Hill Wind Farm in Argyll and Bute. From
our Glasgow office we have been developing, constructing and operating wind farms in Scotland since 1893,

Scoping Report submission
Having undertaken some initia! site feasibility work we are now preparing for more detailed environmental and

technical site survey work which will be caried oul carafully over the next few menths to help infarm the design,
In line with this wa submitted a Scoping Report to the Scottish Government's Energy Consants Unit (ECU) this
week, as well as olher key consuliees including Aberdeenshire Council and local Community Councils, which
sets out and seeks feedback on the propesed scope of envirenmental assessment work.

The ECU will contact Echt and Skene Community Council separately to inform you about the Scoping Report
submission as well as the process and timescales for feedback. In the meantime, an electronic copy of the
Scoping Report can be viewed on (he Hill of Fare project website al wwe hilloffare-windfaom, co uk.

Réghitered 1 England & Wales Mumber 1539261
Regreterss Offies Renufort Cours, EQp Farm Lase, Kings Langiey, Hertformirs Wi SUA, Wsited Kingdorm
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Broject overview

The Scoping Report includes an early design for the proposed scheme comprising 17 turbines at a tip height of
around 250m, resulting in an overall site generating capacity of around 122MW, Turbine technology has
advanced considerably In recent years, meaning that turbines are now taller and more efficient which enables
them to generate & significantly greater amaunt of renewable electricity per turbine. If consented, HIll of Fare
walld be capable of generating clean, low-cost renewable electricity for around 20,000 homes® and creating a
reduction in carbon emissions of approximately 142,000 tonnes each year (based on the scoping [ayout).

New onshare wind and large scale solar are now the cheapest ferms of electricity generation®, With the ever-
growing threat of climate change and the catastrophic impacts thal it could have, as well as the current cost of
living crisis and energy security considerations, it is imperative to deliver clean, low-cost, home-grown electncity.

Wa also believe that onshore wind should provide direct, lasting benefits to lncal communities. In line with tha
Scottish Government's Good Practice Principles (GPPs) EES takes a tailored approach and works directly with
the community to understand the local pricrities, needs and community projects which the community would like
Fare Wind Farm will be up to £5,000 per MW (or equivalent) of instalied capacity per annum, and this support
from the wind farm could create positive social and economic impacts which provide a lasting legacy in the local
area.

Next steps

RES believes in meaningful and effective consultation, and we aim fo engage early with the local community
and key stakeholders in order fo facilitate constructive consultation. This helps to identify issues and concems,
as well as benefits and cpportunities, which we can then consider when developing the design.

We will be looking to hold a public exhibition in the next couple of months in order 1o engage early with the local
community and listen to people’s feedback. We have appeointed Ruth Liddicoat (of Liddicoat PR Consultancy) to
support us with these events and project communications, and Ruth will be in touch shortly with further
information.

We would also be happy to organise an introductory phone-call or video-call with you (and any other representatives
of the Community Council) to discuss the project and answar any initial guestans that you may have al this stags,
with the view to attending a formal Community Council meeting around (or after) the public exhibition events when
we will have more information available an the proposal.

In the meantime, if you have any questions or would like further information please don't hesitate to get in touch.

Y ours falthfully

i Lana, Wirgs Langiey, Hertfordsinre Whd Bof. Lmited Kirgdom
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Appendix 2: Newspaper advert and public notice - September and October 2022

PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS
Hill of Fare Wind Farm Proposal

Rt

RES Is in the early stages of exploring a potential 17-turbine wind farm
and energy storage facility, in partnership with Dunecht Estates, at Hill of
Fare which lies approximately 6km north of Banchory. Public exhibitions
are being held for people to learn more about the project, discuss any
questions, and provide feedback on the initial design.

Tues 11 October Weds 12 October
Crathes Hall Echt Hall Midmar Hall Learney Hall
Crathes, B977, Echt, Midmar, 9 Beltie Road,
Banchaory, Westhill, Inverurie, Torphins,
AB31 5IN AB32 6UL AB51 7NE Banchory, AB31 4JT
11am - 2pm 5pm - 8pm 11am - Zpm S5pm - 8pm

Anyone wishing to provide feedback to RES on the project can do so in
writing by filling out a ‘comments form’ at the exhibition events or online
from the project website at www. hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk from Tuesday
11 October when copies of the exhibition information will be available on
the project website for people to view. The closing date for comments
is Friday 11 November 2022.

Please note that comments Lo RES ot this time are rot representations 1o the determirsng suthority (The Scottish

Govermmrent's Teer gty Cormertts Lindt). Thare sl be s opportiesty Lo submsit regresentations tu the fetermining
anthority soould an application be submitted
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RES 15 also looking to maximise Inward Investment and local supply
chain opportunities from the project and is encouraging local businesses
interested in getting invotved with onshore wind projects to head along
to the public exhibitions to meet the team.

New onshore wind projects like the Hill of Fare
proposal are amongst the lowest cost forms of
generating electricity and will strengthen the
security of energy supply in this country. In addition,
with the rising cast of living and climate emergency
it Is Imperative that we dellver renewable electricity
efficiently and at lowest cost to consumers.

The Hill of Fare propesal as it currently stands would be capable of
generating clean, low-cost renewable electricity for around 90,000
homes - helping to play an important role in meeting Scotland’s legally
binding 2045 net zero target. It's also predicted to deliver approximately
£4.7 million of Inward Investment to the area as well as a tailored
community benefits package in line with local needs and priorities.

Gavin Shirley, RES Development Project Manager

RES will continue undertaking detailed environmental studies and
assessment work over the coming months, together with exhibition
events, and the findings from the studies together with feedback from
the community consultation and key consultees will be considered as part

of the design development.

power for good

For more information please visit the project
website or contact Gavin Shirley, Project Manager,
on 07570 812231 or at gavin.shirley@res-group.com.

PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS
Hill of Fare Wind Farm Proposal

RES (Renewable Energy Systems) s
exploring a potential wind farm and erergy
storaga facliity, in partnership with Dunecht
Estates, at Hill of Fare, approximately 6km
norlth of Banchory. Exhibitions are being heid
in October 2022 to consult the public:

Tues 11 Oct from 11am - Zpm

Crathes Hall, Crathes, Banchory, AB31 5JN
Tues 11 Oct from Spm - Bpm

Echt Hall, BA77, Echt, Westhill, AB32 6UL
Weds 12 Oct from 11am - 2pm

Midmar Hall, Midmar, Inverurie, ABS1 TNE
Weds 12 Oct from Spm - 8pm

Leamey Hall, 8 Baltic Road, Torphins,
Banchory, AB31 4JT

Feedback 1o RES can be submittod in writing
on a ‘comments form’ either at the exhibitions
or via the Hill of Fars Wind Farm wabsite at
www. hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk from Tuesday
11 Oclober when copies of the exhibiticn
information will be svailable on the project
weabsite for people to view. The closing date
for comments is Friday 11 November 2022,

For more information, please visit the project
website or contact Gavin Shirley, Project
Manager. on 07670 812231 or at
gavin.shirey@@res-group.com,

Comments to RES al this time are nol
representations 1o the determining authority
{The Scottish Govemment's Energy Consents
Unig), There will be an opperiunity to submit
representations fo the determining authority
should an application be submitted.
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Appendix 3: Update letter to Key Stakeholders with exhibition details - September 2022

Renewable Energy Systems Limited

Jrd Flper, STV, Pacific Clay

Glaspow G51 TPEL United Kingdom

=44 (0]147 404 5500 F =44 {01141 - =iy
E info@res-aroup. Com  wisrw. res-Eroug . Coi

_ Sent by email to: banchoryeommunity@hotmail. com

Chairperson conlacti@mbanchorycommunitycouncil.org, uk
Banchory Community Council

23 September 2022

Dea I

Hill of Fare Wind Farm proposal - public exhibitions

Further to my previous letter dated 17" August, | am writing to confirm details of the public exhibition events that
RES will be holding in Qctober for our Hill of Fare Wind Fam proposal.

Public exhibitions

The public exhibition events form part of our pre-application consultation on the Hill of Fare Wind Farm proposal
and will enable people to learn more about the project, discuss any guestions that they may have with the
project team, and provide feedback on 1he initial design. They have been carefully organised around hall
availability, with some events being held in the evenings and others during the dayfime in order to make the
events accessible to as many people as practicable.

Tuesday 11 October Wednesday 12 October
Crathes Hall Echt Hall Midmar Hall Leamey Hall
Crathes, Banchory, BO7 7, Echt, Westhill Midmar, lnverune 0 Beltie Road, Torphins
AB3T 5N AB32 BUL ABST TNE AB31 4T
11am - 2pm S5pm — 8pm 11am —2pm S5pm — 8pm

The exhibitions are being advertised in the local Deeside Piper newspaper over the coming three weeks using a
mix of adverts and public notices (as well as largeted online digital adverls) and a press release has also been
sent to the Press and Joumnal newspaper and other local media outlels. A digital copy of the exhibition adverd
accompanies this letter in case you wish o post it on any of your community social media sites or websites. We
can also arrange lo send laminated versions of this advert to you for use as posters on local noticebeards
should this be helpful (please let my colleague, Ruth Liddicoat [of Liddicoal PR Consultancy], know if this is the
case and she will organise this).

A project newsletter will also be mailed out next week to over 1,600 properties in the local area (and to anyone
who has got in touch with us and asked to be kepl up to date with the proposal) o help raise awareness of the
project and upcoming exhibitions. A digital copy of the newsletter accompanies this letter in case this Is helpful.

A range of information will be available at the exhibitions, including visualisations which will help lo give an
impreseion of what the currant site design and layout will look like from differant viewpoints in the area.

In addition to seeking people’s comments on the proposal itsell, we would also like to understand how the wind farm

could support local priorities through the delivery of a tallored community benefits package. RES has developed a

el i WS Fumber 1559961
eaudort Court, Egg Farm Lana, Kings Langlay, Hertfordshire Wi aLR, Uinited Kingdom

Fegsstened i Ef
Rt prod Offics
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unique Local Electricity Discount Scheme (LEDS) which has benefited other communities around our wind farms in
he past and we're keen to learn if this is also of interest at Hill of Fare or whether the community has other ideas to
help securs long-term economic, social and enviranmental benefits.

Providing feedback on the proposal

The exhibition events will initiate a four-week consultation peried for people to provide written feedback to RES
on the proposal, Feedback can be submitted in writing by filling out a ‘comments form' at the exhibition events
or online from the project website at www hilloffare-windfarm.co uk from Tuesday 11 October when copies of
the exhibition information will be available on the project website for people to view. The closing date for
comments is Friday 11 November 2022.

Please note that comments to RES at this time are not representations to the determining authority (The
Scottish Government's Energy Consents Unit), There will be an opportunity to submit representations to the
detarmining authority should an application be submitted,

Next steps

The written feedback received from the exhibition events and consultation period, together with key consultee
feedback and the findings of the environmental assessment work being undertaken, will be considered as part
of the design development over the coming months.

We will also hold a second set of public exhibition events closer to submission of the planning application
(cumently scheduled for submission around spring 2023 ) to update people on the proposal and present the final
design. These events will also refer to the written feedback received from the QOctober 2022 exhibitions and
consultation peried and explain any changes made to the design in response to this.

We hope that you have found this update helpful. If you have any questions, or would like further information,
please don't hesitate to get in touch.

Yours sincerely

| I

By Bumbes 158%961

url, Cgg Farm Lare, Kings Langley, Hertfardshire WD BLA, Limited Hingdom
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Appendix 4: Website update advertising exhibition events - September 2022

HILL OF FARE
WIND FARM res
I e = toou

u':'.' (TR | F A

o

A A B

Early engagement

ligves in mesningful and effective condultotion and we aim Lo engage onrly with the local
Ly nd Kiry stakeholdes i order 10 Faclitate constructiveie cansultation, This helps Lo ety
wd concormg, as well ag banafite and opoortunities, which wa can thon congider when

devetopng thi dits 1gn al the propodal

gust 2071 we wroie 1o key stakeholders (incluming local Community Councils), as well as the
chosest properties Lo the turbima devélopmenl area of the site, to ntroduce the project and confirm

e spohen and corresponded with regrescitalives of
Cammunity Councils an Epres fram ncal residents and other interss g
gob in ouch, A will be isbudd to over 1,400 proporties in the logal

i of the Scoping Report, Since then we
FelpoRoen to

2455 of the profect and vpcoming exhitl tions in Octobe:

Public exhibitions - October 2022

We are halding pubilic eshilbiticns o b local arida o enable people o leam moee aboul e project
fiecuss the propagal with our project t@am, and proside feedback o the inftunl eariy:slage '1:".Il!_1 Thi

exhibitions will be aaverthed locally Lleading up to the events

Tuesday 11 Dctober 2022

Crathes Hall
Crathes, Ranchory 48171 56
11am - lpm

Echt Hall
@OTT, Echt, Westhill AB3Z 6UL
Spm - Bpm
PURLIC EXHIBITIONS
Wednesday 12 October Hill of Fare Wind Farm Proposal

Midmar Hall
Midmar, Imoeneie ABSYT THE
1am - Ipm

Lisarmiey Hall
9 Baltig Road, Torphing Bancnory AEIT1 447
Spm - Bpm

Arange of infafmatien will Be avallable, (heluding vsualisatiors wWhleh il help b ghée an Indrssien
ent viewpanla in the area, and RES stall will be on hand Lo

of what the uite could look like fram dif
d g5 LR propaial and anear any quistions Lhak peape may

The exhibibions intbinte & consulialion peried being run by RES to gather writien comments on the
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Appendix 5: Newsletter 1 (Autumn) - September 2022

HILL OF FARE WIND FARM PROPOSAL

NEWSLETTER -AUTUMN 2022

About the Project

Overview and site location

RES is in the early stages of exploring a potential wind
farm and energy storage proposal, in partnership with
Dunecht Estates, at Hill of Fare which lies approximately
6km north of Banchory, in Aberdeenshire.
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power for good

Following initial feasibility work on site we submitted a
Scoping Report in August 2022 to the Scottish Government,
and other key consultees, seeking feedback on the scope of
proposed environmental survey work.

The Scoping Report included an early design layout for
the proposed scheme comprising 17 turbines at a tip
height of around 250m, resulting in an overall installed
site generating capacity (based on the scoping layout)
of around 122MW, and a proposed energy storage facility
which will help maximise generation capacity and
efficiency of the site.

Turbine technology has continued to advance considerably
and new onshore wind projects like the proposed Hill

of Fare Wind Farm are amongst the lowest cost forms
of generating electricity. These modern, taller turbines
generate significantly more electricity which will help to
address the climate emergency, cost of living crisis and
security of energy supply issues that we currently face.

If consented, Hill of Fare Wind Farm would be capable
of generating clean, low-cost renewable electricity for
around 90,000" homes - helping to play an important role
in meeting Scotland’s legally-binding 2045 net zero target.
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Public exhibitions

Engaging early with the community

We are holding public exhibitions in the local area to
enable people to learn more about the project, discuss
any questions with the RES project team, and provide
feedback on the initial design.

The exhibitions initiate a consultation period being run
by RES to gather written comments on the proposal.
Anyone wishing to provide feedback to RES on the project
can do so in writing by filling out a ‘comments form' at
the exhibition events or online from the project website
at www.hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk from Tuesday 11
October when copies of the exhibition information will be
available on the project website for people to view.

=

Tuesday 11 October 2022

|

B et L.h

Tnagl

Crathes Hall Echt Hall
Crathes, Banchory, B977, Echt, Westhill,
AB31 5JN AB32 6UL
11am - Zpm 5pm - 8pm

RES in Scotland

About RES

RES, a British company with a proud history in Scotland,
is the world’s largest independent renewable energy
company with operations across Europe, the Americas
and Asia-Pacific.

At the forefront of the industry for over 40 years, RES has
delivered more than 23GW of renewable energy projects
worldwide.

Employing over 100 staff in Scotland, RES has the
expertise to develop, construct and operate projects of
outstanding quality such as Meikle Carewe Wind Farm
in Netherley, Aberdeenshire, and works closely with the
local supply chain wherever possible.

The closing date for comments is Friday 11 November
2022. Please note that comments to RES at this time are
not representations to the determining authority (The
Scottish Government's Energy Consents Unit). There

will be an oppartunity to submit representations to the
determining authority should an application be submitted.

The project is also predicted to deliver approximately
£4.7 million* of inward investment to the area as well as
a tailored community benefits package in line with local
needs and priorities. As such, in addition to gathering
people’s feedback on the design and layout of the proposal
itself we're keen to understand the local priorities, needs
and community projects which people would like to see
the wind farm support, should it go ahead.

We're also looking to build our knowledge of local skills
and capabilities and explore ways of maximising inward
investment to the local area from the project, so if you're
a local business interested in getting involved in onshore
wind projects please come along to the exhibitions and
talk to our team.

Wednesday 12 October 2022

Midmar Hall Learney Hall
Midmar, Inverurie, 9 Beltie Road, Torphins,
AB51 7NE Banchory, AB31 4JT
11am - Zpm 5pm - 8pm

Gavin Shirley

Development Project Manager
&1 gavin.shirley@®res-group.com
. 07570 812231

Q RES, Third Floor, STV, Pacific
Quay, Glasgow, G51 1PQ

For more information on the proposal please visit our
website at www.hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk or contact
us using the details above. If you require information in
Braille, large text or audio, please get in touch with us.

' The 90,000 homes equivalent figure has been calculated by taking the predicted annual electricily generation of the site (using the Department of
Business, Energy and industrial Strategy's [BEIS] average load factor for [onshore and offshore] wind of 31.84% and RES' predicted site generation capacity
of 122.4MW) and dividing this by the BEIS annual average electricity figure showing that the annual UK average domestic household consumption is
3,748 kKWh (December 2021). Final wind farm capacity will vary depending on the cutcome of planning permission and the turbine type selected

! The £4.7 million inward investment figure is based on typical spend that RES has seen spent on its projects with local stakeholders, suppliers and
service providers in the region of £279,000 per wind turbine during the development, construction and first year of operation.

This newsletter has been designed to keep you up to date with the Hill of Fare Wind Farm proposal. if you
no longer wish to receive this newsletter, piease write to RES at the address above to let us know.
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Appendix 6: Exhibition event photos - October 2022

A-frame board helping to raise awareness of the events to passers-by

ﬂry Hall (2023)

Photos of the exhibition set-up, or actual events, in some of the local halls (please note that selected photos
are deliberately blurred in places to protect the identify of members of the general public).
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Appendix 7: Exhibition information boards (x17) - October 2022
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Welcome

About this exhibition

Thark you for taking the time to attend this exhibition. The event focusas
on the wind farm and energy storage proposal that we are exglecing, in
partnership with Dunecht Estates, at Hill of Fare in Aberdeenshire

A range of information is provided as part of this exhibition - including
details about the site location, design layout, peoposed infrastructure, site
constraints, bkely turbine delvery route, and environmental considesations

In addition, we have provided visualisations comprising wirelines and
photomantages to help give an Impression of what the cutrent site design
and layout may look like from different viewpoints in the area
The exhibition forms part of our pre-application consultation and is
designed to give you the opportunity to:

+ leam more about the proposal;

« discuss any questions or views with our project team, and

+ provide written ferdback to RES on the propasal

Please take time to read the exhibition information provided and talk to
our project team about any questions that you may have. Any written
consuitation feedback submitted to RES will be considered by the project
tearn as the design is developed and refined over the coming menths.

Early engagement

RES believes in meaningful and effective consultation, and we aim to engage
early with the local community snd key stakeholders in order to facilitate
constructive consultation. This helps to identify ssues and concerns, as well
as benefits and opportunities, which we can then consider when deyeloping
and refining the design and delivery of the propasal.

We consider pre-agplication consultation a crucial part of the wind farm
development process. This early-stage exhibition ls designed to help
maximise the potential for consultation feedback 1o halp shape the design.

HILL OF FARE WIND FARM
PROPOSAL

Commenting on the proposal

The exhibition initiates a consultation period being run by RES 10 gather
comments and leedback on the proposal, We are keen to discuss the project
with you and answer any questions that you may have, but please note that
formal feedback to RES at this stage needs to be submitted in writing,

If you would like to provide feedback to RES on the project you can do so
by filling out a 'comments form' at the exhibition events or online from
the project website at www. hilioffare-windfarm.co,uk where copies of the
exhibition information are also available for people to view, If you have any
questions about this please speak to our project teasm.

In addition to gathering feedback an the propesal itself and curvent design,
we would also lke to understand haw the wind farm could suppart local
priorities through the delivery of & tailored community benefits package

The closing date for feedback to RES is Friday 11 November 2022,
Please note that comments to RES at this time are not representations to
the determining authority (The Scottish Government's Energy Consents
Unit). There will be an oppertunity to submit representations to the
determining authority should an application be submitted

Your feedback matters

Feedback at this early stage has the potential to change and influence
the design and improve the overall quality of the planning application
from a community perspective.

In addition to confirming any current support, opposition, ar neutrality
10 the proposal at this stage please consider submitting any constructive
feedback that you may have regarding the design and delivery of the
project as this information has the potential to change and influence the
design ina way that is beneficial to the community, should it go ahead.

Next steps and keeping you updated

Any written consultation feedback submitted to RES will be considerad by
the project team over the coming months as the design s developed and
refined, In addition to feedback from key consultees and the findings from
the technical and environmental studies that we are undertaking

We will hold a second set of public axhibition events closer to submission of
the pianning application (which is currentiy scheduled around spring 2023)
10 update people on the propesal and present the final design. People will
have the opportunity to spzak to the project team again about the project
and provide written feedback to RES

These events will also refer to the written feedback recelved from the
October 2022 exhibitions and cansultation period and explain any changes
made to the design in response to the feadback.

I you would like to be kept up to date with the proposal and (nformed about
the next set of exhibitions please fill in a comments form with your details
or speak to one of our project team at the exhibition. A copy of the key
information presented at this exhibition, Including an electranic copy of the
communts form (which can be filled in enline or downloaded), can be found
on the Hill of Fare project website at www. hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk
together with contact detalls for our project team
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About RES

The world's largest independent renewable energy company

RES has been at the forefront of wind energy development for over 40 years Sistalnabllity lbes @1 the core of our business activity and values, and we have
and delivered mvare than 23CW of renewable energy projects warldwide, We been leading efforts to create a future whens everyone has access to sflordable

employ more than 2,500 passionate peopte acrass the globe and are active zero cachon energy. The Z30W of preen energy that we have devaloped andfor
in 11 countries, working across enshare and offshore wind, solar, energy constructed offsets mosm than 21 million tonres of carbon every year
storage, green hydrogen, transmilssion and distributien.
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RES in Scotland
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The need for onshore wind

Low-cost electricity

Onshore wind, together with lazge scale solar, is the cheapest form of
electricity genpration’. |t can be deployed quickly and delivered at lovwer
costs than offshore wind, hydro, marine technologies, and nuclear.

If consented, the Hill of Fare Wind Farm scheme would be capable of
generating enough clean, low-cost renewable electricity for approximately
90,000 homes* based on the current design presented at this axhibition.
With the rising cost of living and climate change emergency, It Is imperative
that we deliver slectricity efficiently and at lowest cost to the consumer,

Energy security

Wind energy s a free and inexhaustible resource which has an important
role to play as part of a balanced energy mix. it increases energy security
by reducing our relance on imports and Is not subject to sudden price
fluctuations or the uncertainty of global markets

Advancements in energy storage solutions will also help capture excess
energy generation. The current 122MW (megawatt) Hill of Fare Wind Farm
proposal includes 5 TOOMW output battery storage facility to help maximise
the efficiency of the site and further contribute to energy security,

Improved performance and output

Turbine technology has advanced considerably in recent years, meaning that
turbines are now taller and more efficient which enables them 1o generate a
significantly greater amount of rensewable electricity per turbine.

Modem taller turbines pravide more electricity, which helps address the
climate emergency, cost of lving crisis, and securlty of energy supply, The
250m turbines proposed at Hill of Fare would allow for far greater benefits
In terms of renewable electncity generation per turbine than smalter
turbines would.

This incfcative Afograine shows the appmnimate
number of homes that could be powerced sanualiy”
by esch of thewe throe different turbine muadols
Please note that turlne fmages ars mot to scsie.
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Tackling climate change

Whilst temperature and weather patterns have naturally fluctuated
throughout history, scientists now agree that there is

"unequivocal evidence that Earth is warming at
an unprecedented rate” not seen in the past 10,000 years
and that “human activity is the principal cause.™

Rapidly melting ice sheets, accelerated rises in sea lpvels and ocean
warming, longer droughts, more frequent floods, wildfires and troplcal
storms are just some of the devastating etfects of climate change seen
across the globe which are affecting humans and other species

In December 2315, at the Parls COP convention on climate Change,

the landmark Paris Agreement was reached, The Agreement almed 1o
“strengthen the global response to the theeat of climate change” and set o
goal of “hoiding the increase in the global average temperature t¢ well below
2°C above pre-industnial levels and pursuing efforts to limit the temperatire
increase to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels, recognising that this would
significantly reduce the risks and fmpacts of climate change ®

Net zero carbon targets

A 'dimate emergency’ was declared by the UK Covernment and the Scottish
Gavemment in 2019_The UK Government has set a legally binding target for
reducing greenhouse gas emissions to 'net 2ero’ by 2050 and the Scottish
Govemnment has a net 2ero target of 2045 Renewables, and specifically
anshore wind, will play an important role in helping achieve these targets.

Scotland cuently has B.AGW of installed onshore wind capacity. The
Scottish Government |s currently seeking to secure an additional 8-12CW
of instalted anshore wind capacity by 2033* in order to help meet their
legally-binding net zero target. This s a substantlal (ncrease and will raquire
asignificant deployment of new onshore wind projects in order to meet this
demand for green, low-carbon electricity
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Project overview

The site

The Hill of Fare Wind Farm proposat is located approximately 6km north of
Banchory, in Aberdeenshire The site comprises upland heather moorland
olateau interspersed with commercial forestry plantation.

Forestry and estate tracks cirde and cross the hill which are popular with
walkers and mountain-bikers. The site has good wind resource and fes
outwith any nationally designated landscape areas.
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Indicative timeline

HILL OF FARE WIND FARM
PROPOSAL

Scoping stage

In August 2622, following initial feasibility work on site, we submitted a
Scoping Report to the Scottish Government. The Report sought faedback from
the Scottish Governmaent and other consuitees (Including local Community
Councils} on the scope of the proposed snvironmental survey work.

The Report inctuded an early design layout for the proposed scheme
comprising 17 turbines at a turbine tip height of around 250m, resulting in
an overall instalied site generating capacity (based on the scoping layout) of
around 122ZMW,

A battery storage lacility s alse proposed with a power output of around
T00MW and a storage capacity of around 200MWh to help increase the
flexibility and genesation opporturities of the site.

Turbine technology has advanced considerably in recent years, meaning
that surbines are now taller and more efficient which enables them to
generate a sgnificantly grester srmount of renewasble electricity per turbine
If consented, Hill of Fare would be capable of generating clea, low-cost
renewable elactricity for around 90,000 homes each year

Consultee feedback to the Scoping Report is currently being reviewed and
any necessary changes made to the proposed scope of envircnmental work,
Technical and environmental surveys will continue to be undectaken aver
the coming years, Once all of the survey work is complete an environmental
Impact assessment will be undertaken to help Inform and refine the design

Planning submission timescales

The Hill of Fare Wind Farm proposal will have an installed generating
capacity greater than SOMW (megawatts). As such, the application foe
planning consent wiil be submitted by RES to the Scottish Government’s
Energy Consents Unit under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 (the
Electricity Act) and determined by Scoztish Ministers. We cusrently expect
to submit the Section 36 application around spring 2023

In the meantime, we will continue to undertake detailed Environmental
Impact Assessment (E14) studies and surveys, The findings from this EIA
work, together with consultstion feedback from both this exhibltion and
kay consultees, will be considered as part of the design development

Project axhibitions
(finol dedign)

Section 36 submitted

Project exhiditions

(itrivod Ypalgn)

Riview of consultation feedbech (further sngagemant as necessary)

Project goes public
[Seoping Repart)

2022 Dec 2023 June
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Design infrastructure and constraints
Early design Indicative infrastructure layout

The map apposite shows the proposed Infrastructure fayout at this earty 2T PSR R S
stage of the project. This design is based on the constraints that have been ) '
mapped so far and which can be seen on the drawing below, Please note

that the location for the on-site substaticn and battery storags facility has

not yet been established

There isa lot of work still to do over the coming months, and the design will
be developed and refined during this time in response to both the findings
from the technical and environmental survey work as well as consideration
of written feedback from key consultees and the local community,

As the design is still at an early stage. any comments that you may have
on the infrastructure or layout have the potential to change and influence
the design and (mprove the overall quality of the planning application
Itom a community perspective. Please talk to our project team if you have
questions about the design or ideas for ways in which it could be improved

in your opinion.

Constraints map (scoping)
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Tip height ZTV (35km) — unscreened

Bare landform visibility Landscape and visual considerations

The Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) map below dlustrates the theoretical As upright structures, turbines cause indisputable changes ta the landscape
extent of where turbines will be visible from within the wider area, assuming within which they sit and assessing whether this impact |5 ‘acceptable’ can be
100% visibility and bare landform (without any trees, buidings or obstacies in challenging Public opinion on turbine visibility diffess, with some people not

the view) as per NatureScot guidance, liking the sight of wind farms in thelr community and others welcoming them,
This map serves as a tool to inform the Landscape and Visual Impact The visibility indicated on the bare landform 2TV below is likely to be much
Assessment [LVIA}. Landscape and visual considerations, including effects less extensive in reality. Ultimatety, the final decision regarding whether

on residential visual amenity from the closest properties, will be carefully & wind farm’s visibility is acceptable or not rests with the determining
assessed and play a key role in the progression of tha design. authority who will assess applications against planning policy.
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Tip height ZTV (20km) - screened

Screened visibility Visualisations

In contrast to the bare landform Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV} map Several visualisations, comprising photomontages and wirelines, have been
on the board opposite, this screened ZTV follows the same methodology produced for this exhibition to help glve an impression of what the proposal
but Includes trees and bulldings and therefore presents a more realistic may look like from local viewpoints.

Hlustration of where turbines could be visible from within the wider area.

The Environmental Impact Assessment Report (ELAR), which documents
The screening data comes from a combination of Ordnance Survey's (O5) the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment work and will accompany
Terrain 5 DTM dataset (representing the physical shape of the real world any application, will also include a comgprehensive list of viewpoints and
captured from OS's large scale aerial imagery) and OS Open Map Local data photomontages agreed with NatureScot and Aberdeenshire Council

for woodtand and bulldings to create Digital Surface Model (DSM)
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Viewpoint 1~ BS119, junction with minor road to Midmar

EXISTING VIEW

WIRELINE DRAWING

'VIEWPOINT LOCATION

PHOTOMONTAGE OF PROPOSAL

VIEWPOINT INFORMATION

Location 368370, 806710 Altitude 178m AOD Nearest turbine 2.45kmtoT1

Direction of view 176.4° Approximate horizontal field of view 90°
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Viewpoint 2 - B9119, Echt

EXISTING VIEW

WIRELINE DRAWING
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PHOTOMONTAGE OF PROPOSAL

VIEWPOINT INFORMATION

Location 373719, BO5680 Altitude 104m AOD Nearest turbine 4.066kmtaT17
Direction of view 2442¢ Approximate horizontal field of view 90°
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Viewpoint 4 - A980, near Brockton

EXISTING VIEW

WIRELINE DRAWING

PHOTOMONTAGE OF PROPOSAL

VIEWPOINT INFORMATION

Location 368387, 799409 Altitude 97mAOD Nearest turbine 2.362kmtoT10

Direction of view 352.2° Approximate horizontal field of view 90°
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Viewpoint 5 - Torphins, Woodside Road

EXISTING VIEW

|
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WIRELINE DRAWING
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VIEWPOINT LOCATION
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PHOTOMONTAGE OF PROPOSAL

VIEWPOINT INFORMATION

Location 362772, 801861 Altitude 127mAOD Nearest turbine 4.202kmtoT6
Direction of view 81.8° Approximate horizontal field of view 90°
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Viewpoint 8 - Minor Road near The Neuk

EXISTING VIEW

WIRELINE DRAWING
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PHOTOMONTAGE OF PROPOSAL

VIEWPOQINT INFORMATION

Location 373368,797842 Altitude 106mAOD Nearest turbine 6191kmtoT17
Direction of view 316.1° Approximate horizontal field of view 80°
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Viewpoint 12 - Sauchen, Main Street

EXISTING VIEW

WIRELINE DRAWING
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PHOTOMONTAGE OF PROPOSAL

VIEWPOINT INFORMATION

Location 370104, 810830 Altitude 95m AOQOD Nearestturbine 6.,675kmtoT1
Direction of view 189.6° Approximate horizontal field of view 90°
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EIA considerations

Cultural heritage

The ‘cultural heritage’ of an area compeises archaeological sites, histaric
bulldings, invenzoried gardens and designed landscapes; inventoried
battlefieids and other histonic environment features, The 'setting' of an asset

within the wider landscape may contribute Lo its cultural heritage significance.

There are no designated heritage assets within the site boundary area but
there are 27 non-desigrated horitage assets which have local importance

The Cultural Hentage Impact Assessment will identify cultural hesitage assets
that may be subject to significant impacts, both on the site and within Skm of
the proposed turbines.

Ecology

We take the protection of the site and surrounding area's ecology seriousty
The noni-avian Ecology Impact Assessment will involve a range of studies
Including habitats, peotected species, notable species (e g, national and
European Protected Species) and locally protected species.

To date we have undertaken botanical survey work to identify habitats

that are of conservation importance o have groundwater dependence, and
protected species survey work ta investigate for protected mammals (such
as badger, otter, water vole, red squirrel, and pine marten). Further habitat
and species assessmenm work will be undertaken over the coming months as
the design develops and infrastructure siting is refined

HILL OF FARE WIND FARM
PROPOSAL

Potential impacts will be assessed and a programme of mitigation proposed
where appropriate. The proposed development sits within a rich historical
{andscape dating as far back as the Neolithic period. As such, the area
surrounding the site has a wide range of interesting cultural herltage and
archaeological features which we will need to consider as we develop the
design, &s shown on the map below.

Most notably, to the south west of the site there |s the recorded location

of the Battle of Corrichie, a battle that occurred during the reign of Mary,
Queen of Scots. In addition, an Iron Age Hill Fort lies to the north of the site
at Barmekin of Echt. On a recent archaeolagical walkover of the site, two
new archarological features were uncavered

HILL OF FARE
FIGURE 4.1

ARCHAEOLOGY AND
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Ornithology

Avolding impacts on bird specles, wherever possible, is an important factor
in the design of the site. Already, we have commissioned over 100 hours of
baseline amithological sureey work over the last two years during breeding
and non-breeding seasons to bulld our understanding of the species on ste.

Surveys have induded fiight path activity, breeding behawour, winter walkaver
surveys, as wall as specific biack grouse and wader surveys. Some of the key
species that we are monitoring in the area are goiden plover, herring gull,
pink-footed goose, greviag goose, hen harrler, red kite, and gostawk.
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EIA considerations
Shadow flicker

Shadow. flicker |s @ phenomencn where, under cerfain circumstances of
eeographical position-and time of day, the sun may pass behind the otors
af pwind turhine and cast a shadow oves neghbouring properties. When the
blades rotata, the shadow flicks on and off, i ooy coours inside buildings
where the flicker appears through & namow window apening

The Hill of Fara Wind Farm praposal is Being desipred in a way that will
misilmise sy potential for shadow flicker, Shadow (icker can be easily
modeiled and mitigated in a number of ways {a.g. shadow detection
terjmloml o relevant turbines to create & shutdown timetable if HEEEW}I]

Hydrology and hydrogeology

The propasal has the potential to cause changes to the baseline hydrelogical
and hydrogeological conditions on the ite, and the recelving water
enviromment, and as such the Envinonmental Impact Azsessrment (ELA) will
Seek to kdentify sensithve water environment features, assessing potential
Impacts and proposing mitigation wher riguired

A number of initial studies and assesements have been carried out o map
the Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecasystams [CWDTE), groundwater,
water supplles and surface waker features, and other potential water
erviranment receptons - including the Rover Dee Specal Area of Conservation.

The mapping of private water supplies forms a key part of the hydro-and
hydmgeological work and further consultation will be undertaken toidentify
all warer suppdy Infrastructure In the vicnity of the propased development,
A Private Water Supply Risk Assessmant will alio be developed to
accompany Lhe planning application, Any construction wid close to

water supplies = strictly regulsted Please talk to our team if you have any
questons reganding your private water supply.

Should any significant Impacts be kdentified as part of the EIA process,
apprapriate mitigation will be proposed, Mitigation seeks, lirst, 1o
avoid adverse impacts and, where impacts are unavoidable, to reduce
the significance of residual effect to an acceptable level. It also secks
enhancement and compensation, where possible, to provida the best
practicable option

Noise

Neise iz-an important consideration and the wind farmowill be destgnad
to comply with strict noise lmits set by Aberdeenshire Councll should the
project be granted consent

Initial destgn work has taken account of residential properties i the
surrounding area with buffers appliad which has resulted in the scoping
layout presented. Survey work i required to understand the background
roise and assess naise 0 greater decall toinfarm the iterative deslgn
process and Ela

‘wewill shortly be commussioning a range of background noise studies

ot setected properties in the local area which have baen apreed with
Aberdeenshire Council’s Envirnnmental Heaith Cfficer. The surveys will
meayura the nolse at ditferent times of the day and night Inorder to
establish a basetine. These studies will inform the ELA which will assess the
impact of operatzonal (and construction) noisein eccordance with relevant
guidance including ETSU-R-97 and ensure that the proposal |s within
required naise limics.

HILL OF FARE WIND FARM
PROPOSAL

Aviation lighting

Thie twrhines proposed for Hill of Fare are above 150 in height and will
therefore require aviation lghting so that the turbines are visible 1o alrcraft
‘We will be consulting with the Civil Aviation Authority ([CAA), Abetdeen
Airpart, the Ministry of Defence (MOD) and any othes relevant consuttess
over the coming maonths to agree & lighting strategy with them

It Is wiarth noting that not all turbines are likely to be required o be it (for
exarmple, lighting may just be required on outenmast Turbines). Furthermose,
the {red) aviation lighting is designad to fomss the light across and upwards
forthe attention of aircraft rather than downward ta those at ground level

Thieri are also variations in the incensity of the lphting with lower levels
required in good visibility and higher levels reguired in doudy or fopey
weather. In some instances, infra-red lighting may be possible (which is
Imnisible to the naked eye).

Thie proposed lighting strategy will bo presented in the plannimg applica:jon

Peat

Initial peat dapl:h SUNVEYS and assessments have been undertaken scross

the site ta inforen the early site layout. This work has bean camisd aut in
accordance with current Scottish Government and MatureScot goad practice
EuRtance an wind larm canstructvon

A further phase of more detailed peat surveys is proposed following furthar
refnement of the infrastructure layeut and a Peat Management Plan wil be
developed over the coming moniths,

Thae approach to prat will aim to aveld impacts and, where this s not
possihle, will seek appropriate re-use options to minimise any impactsand
faciitate habitat restorstion or enhancement where possible
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EIA considerations

Aviation and radar

Some af the key considerations for this propaosal relate to potential impacts
on radar Infrastructure located at Allan's Hill, Buchan, Perwinnes Hill, and
Aberdeen Airport, as shown on the map below

Radar systems can be susceptible to interference from wind turbines as the
blade movement can cause intermittent detection by radars within their
operating range. This is particularly relevant where there is a line of sight
between the radar and the wind turbine development. Due to their helght,
wind turbines can also impact upon airparte and airfields if they protrude
Into the safeguarding areas above and around them

We have commissioned assessments to investigate the potential impacts and
are sctively consulting with key consultees such as the Ministry of Defence
(MOD), Civil Aviation Authority, and Aberdeen Airport on these matters

: R T =1 T R s e \
- Tushine components will be transported by specialised
Abnormal Indivisible Loads (AlLs). Turbine deliveries witl
arrive at either Aberdesn South Harbour (the preferred
aption} or Dundee. They will then travel along the ASD
" northbound and join the A944 westhound, before
" tuming off at Dunecht to head south on the B977 for
approximately 6km before reaching the site entrance.
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Traffic and transport

Turbine deliveries are a kay phase in the construction of any wind farm
We are undertaking swept path and pinch point analysis to assess route
options and helg minimise any potential impacts.

We will also be assessing traffic volumes in the local area over the
coming months. This work will help us to understand the impact of
other project-related traffic {(HG Vs, site plant, 4x4s}, required during the
construction phase, and identify ways to minimise disruption on road
users. The site access point (indicated on the map below) will alse need
to be carefully designed with appropriate visibility spiays to meet strict
safety requirements,

Consultation is underway with Aberdeenshire Council’s roads department as
well as the emergency services and other relevant consultees
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Maximising the local benefit

A power for good

RES seeks to be a power for good in communities that neighbour cur projects
by working apenly and constructwely to ensure tang ble local benafits. Wi
believe that orshare wind should provide direct, Tasting benefits 1o local
communities and there are & rumber of ways that this can be achisved

We take a tailored approach and work directly with the community to
undesstand how the wind farm could suppart the local area and help

te secire long-termn sconamic, social and envirenemental benefits, This
|I|:||:|I'0E|I'J'l will hE]|:| i deliver a taiiored mmmnityi:uen&fi;s pacl‘ase thiat s
aligned with thie priorities of the local community and could, for instanoe,
provide funding for profects that sit outside the parmmeters of a traditional
applicatizn-based fund,

Working with the community

Az part of this exhibition and consultation period we are seeking feedback
nnyaur ideas for local benefits and priority projects that you would liks to
et supported or dellvered In your community from Hill of Fare Wind Farm,
sheuld it receive consant. Some examples from ather communities that
we've worked with indude

+ Skills development oppartunities,
Improvements to local footpaths and/or signage;

+ Funding for lecal groups and organisations;

« Improved parking facilithes at site entrance;
Apprenticeship schemes with locs businesses;
Business start-up indtiatrves;

v Improvements to vilage halls;

+  Community defibrillators;

Electric-car charging pednts: and

+  Discounted electricity bills for residents and businesses within a set

distance fram the wind farm [find ot mone betow)

Ay feedback which may te into the design {for exarmpbe, improved parking
fachitles it site entrance) is particularly Important for us to capture a1 this
early stage so that it can be considered in relation to the development and
refinement of the schame over the coming months

It s important to note that voluntary community benefits ars not & material
planning consideration

Local Electricity Discount Scheme (LEDS)

Cur unigue Local Electricity Discount Scherne [LEDS) seeks to deliver
direct and tangile banefies to paopls living and working closese oo RES'
operationial wind farms

[eveloped in respanse to research and feedback
Trom locw communities prowund RES” operational
‘wind farms, LEDS offers an annual discount to \
the electrcity bills ol those properties closest to
2 participating RES wind faam. If this is somathing

! 7 : o
that you are interested in as a potential pan of a Locat
tallored community berefits package for Hill of Elﬁtri

Fart Wind Farm, please note this in your format
written teedback to RES and lat our project team
kvt i you werdl ke mare Information

Discoun
B scheme

Fpr Pl o s bl b e | e ke T
o i
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Working with the lecal supply chain

Same of the most direct-and meaningful benedits that can be delivered

from a project |ike thas are jobs and employment for local brsinesses and
cantractors, in-addition o the use of local services and amenities, all of which
can generate a significant amount of mward investment within the anea.

RES has a strong track record for working with the local sepply chain arcund
fts projects and In order to maximise the opportunities from the Hill of Fare
‘Wind Farm proposal we are [ooking 1o build aur knowiedge of the local skills
and capabilities within the area.

Kintradwell Wind Farm proposal = case study

RES sipnad an agreament with Brora-based firm,
Edward Mickay Contractor, giving them right of
first affar on the civil construction waork for our
proposed Tntradwell Wind Famm. Shoutd the
project meeh consent, this carmmitmeme will
help secure valuable locel jols and smplojnienl
opportunities for the lem, which n:.rrmsﬂy
employs aound 100 locsl stall.

Linrm Mackay, Director at Edward Mackay Cantractor, said Al crodit to RF5
for engaging wath incal buitessed wod for givang i the. apperturly fo ger stuck
intoaproject on ous doamten, shekld it aroceed. Tha work that we ara fopking at it
tgrficnt aed could be a rpal oaxt far not only car butines but the whole area’.

'RES 15 afso funding alocal apprentice-at Edward Madkay Contractor forup 1o
four pears The apprenticeship Is providing a young pesson from the kocal ama
with the epportunity o build valuable knwiedge and skills an the job whilit
ale warking towards an HNC gualificatian in cavil enginesring,

T T T ——

Inward investment

Expenditure in the local economy during the development, coastruction and
operation of wind tarms vares from praject to project dus to variaus factars
including project size, praject duration, and the avallubillty of local suppliers,
In recent years, RES has seen typical spend with local stakeholders; supplm
and service providers n the reglon of £278,000 per wind turbine during

the development, constructlan and first year of project oparation In some
cases, i has been possible to significantly improve on this number,

The Hil of Fare Wind Farm proposal is predicted to deliver approximat by
£4.7 million of inward investment to the area in the form of jobs,
employment, and use of local services during the development, construction
and first year of nparation. In addition, appraximately £17 million in business
rates' will be payable each year to Aberdearshire Council during operation
{based on the 122MW scoping layout)

Sorme of the services and materials fikely to be required are

= Ciil enginearing = Graundworks

+ [Electrical workes and cabling + Steal fixing

= Mant hire and craee hire » Labourers

* Environmaental surveyors « Fpncers

= Conerete and agefegates « Aeeommadation

IF yeur're & Incal business (or know & local business) Interestad in getting
involvied in onshore wind please speak to our project team
c
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Appendix 8: Example website update with exhibition materials - October 2022
HILL OF FARE re S
WIND FARM

n THE PROJECT CONSULTATION LOCAL BENEFITS NEWS | = CONTACT US
[T ——— T————— ‘
T -

Welcome Quick Links

RES 15 In the early stages of exploring a potential wind farm and energy storage propoesal, In partnership
with Dunecht Estates, at Hill of Fare which lies approximately blkan north of Banchory, in Aberdeenshire

Public exhibitions are being beld In October for people 1o learn more about the project, discuss any
uestions, and provide feedback on the initial design. For further information about these events please

click

Page 54 of 119



Hill of Fare Wind Farm
Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report

HILL OF FARE
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Scoping

RES 13 In the early stages of exploring the potential for a wind farm and energy storage facility, in
partnership with Dunecht Estates, at Hill of Fare which lies approximately ékm nerth of Banchory, in
Aberdeenshire,

Foliowing initial feasthitity work on site we submitted a Scoping Report in August 2022 to the Scottish
Governmant, seeking feedback from the Scottish Government and other key consultees (Including local
Community Councits) on the scope of the propesed environmental survey work,

The report includes an early design layout for the proposed scheme comprising 17 turbines at a tip
height of around 250m, resulting in an overall installed site generating capacity (based on the scoping
layout) of areund 12IMW, and a proposed energy storage facility which will help maximise generation
capability and efficlency of the site. A copy of the scaping report can be viewed or downloaded by
clicking on the links below.

o Scoping Report

o Figure 1.1 51e Location

o Flgure 1.2 Combined Conttramts and Tabine Layout

o Figure 3.1 Lindacape Designationt to 20km

o Figure 3.2 Zong of Theoretical Vigibiity (o 35km with Vidwpoints
o [igure 1.3 Othet Wind Frtm to 20km

o Flgure 4.1 Hertage Dezignatinn

o Flgure 4,2 Sarmelin of £cmt

s Figore 4.3 Sunhooey

o Figure 4.4 Miamar Castie

o Figure 5.1 Graithological Sarvey Area

o Figute 5.2 Devigrated Sites

o Figure 7.1 Mydvological Overvieyy

o Fipure 7.2 Peat Depth Survey

o Appendis 4.1 Herttage Appraisal of Dedlgnntod Merflage

o Appendie 0.1 Plannioed Acoustic Astequmant

o Appentix 10,1 Aviation Mob Proforma

Turbine technology has advanced considerably in recent years, meaning that turbines are now taller and
more efficient which enables them to generate a significantly greater amount of renewable eleciricity
per turbine. I consented, HIL of Fare would be capable of generating clean, low-cost renewable
electricity for around 90,000 homes each year.

RES s holding public consultation events in mid-Octobwr 1o engage with the local community. These

gvents lnunch & four-week consultation period for people to provide written feedback to RES on the
propotal by Friday 11 November 2021, For more information please click here,
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Early engagement

RES batieves in meaningful and effective consultation and we aim to engage early with the local
community and key stakeholders in order to facilitate constructive consultation, This helps to identify
issues and concerns, as well as benefits and opportunities, which we can then consider when developing
the design of the proposal.

In August 2022 we wrote to kay stakeholders (Including local Community Councils), as weil as the
closest properties to the turbine development area of the site, to Introduce the project and confirm
submission of the Scoping Report. Since then we have spoken and corresponded with representatives of
the local Community Councils and responded to enquiries from local residents and other interested
parties that have got in touch,

A project newsletter was also issued to over 1,600 properties in the local area 1o heip further raise
awareness of the praject and public exhibition events in Octabert.

Public exhibitions - October 2022

A5 part of cur pre-application consultation we are holding public exmibitions in the local area in October
to enable people to learn more about the project, discuss the proposal with our project team, and
provide written foedback to RES on the initial early-stage design, The exhibitions have been advertised

{ocally leading up 10 the events,
Tuesday 11 October Wednesday 12 October
Crathes Hall Midmar Hall
Crathes, Banchory ABIT 5N Midmar, Inverurie ABS1 7NE

11am - 2pm 11am - 2pm

Echt Hall Leamey Hall

8977, Echt, Westhill AB32 6UL 9 Beltie Road, Torphins, Banchory AB31 4JT

S5pm - 8pm Spm - Bpm

A range of information will be svailable, including visualisations which will help to give an Impression of
what the site could look like from different viewpoints in the area, and RES staff will be on hand to
discuss the proposal and answer any questions that people may have. A copy of the exhibition
information boards can be viewed below:

= Welcome (0.5 MBY

» About RES (0.5 MBI

= The need for omhore wind (0.5 MB)

s Praject avervew (1 MB)

= [Ditign infrastructure and Congramts (4 MB)

= Ervironmental conicemalions - board 1 (1 MB)

» Emvironmentil considerations - board 2 (0.5 MB)

» Ervcironmentil camideration - board 3 (1 MB)

o Maximising the local benefit (0.5 MB)

s Zane of Theoeetical Visthility (15km) - unscreensd {1 M)

» Zone of Thioretical Yisibility (200m) - scresocd (1 MB)

s Wiewpaint 1 - BS119, junciion with minar romd to Midmare {1 MB)

o Wiewpaint 2 - BFEIS, Echi (1 M8}

o Wiewjupint 4 - ATBO, neai Beochion (1 MB)Y

» Wiewpaint 5 - Torphins, Woodside Rood (1 M8)

& Viewpoint § - Minor road near The Beuk |1 M8}

= Vigwpaint 12 - Sauchen, Main Strest (1 M8

The exhibitions iniliate a four-week corsultatson peniod beng run by BES to gather written commenty
on the proposal. Feedback at this early stage has the potentlal to change and influence the design
and improve the overall quality of the planning application from a community perspective. in
addition to tmﬂrmln' any current support, opposition, or neutrallty to the prupﬁsal at this stage please
consider sibmitting any constructive fesdback that you may have regarding the design and delivery of
the project as this information has the potential to change and influence the design in a way that is
baneficial to the community, should It go abepd.
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Anyone wishing to provide feedback to RES on the proposal and the early design and layout can do sa in
writhng by filling out a ‘comments form’ at the exhibition events o filling in an online “comments
form'. You can also download a Word version af the 'comments form' and past or email it back to RES
(detatls on the form). The closing date for comments is Friday 11 November 2022.

In addition to people’s cemmenis on the proposal itsell we will also be looking for feedback on a
‘comments farm” regarding local needs, priorities and community projects which the community would
like the wind farm to support, should it go shead. We believe that onshore wind should provide direct,
{asting benefits to local communities and RES takes a tailored approach and works directly with the
commumnity to understand hoaw the wing farm could support the [ocal ares and help 1o securs long - tenm
economic, tocial and environmental benafits. This approdch will help to deliver a tailored community
benefils package that is aligned with the local communities” priorities. For more- information about
lecal benafits from the propossl plesse read the "Macimising the local benefit” exhitition board and
alst the tocal berdelits pagi of this website:

Pléate note that comments to BES at this time are not representations (o the determining autharity
(The Scottish Gevernment s Enerey Consents Unit), There will be on oppertunity (o submit
representations ta the determining authority should an application be submitted.

Next steps and keeping you updated

Any written consultation feedback submitted to RES will be considered by the praject team aver the
coming months as the design is developed and refined, in addition to feedback from key consultess and
the findings from the technical and environmental studies that we are undertaking.

W will hold a second set of public exhibition svents claser to submission of the planning application
(which ts currently scheduled around spring 2023 to update people on the proposal and present the
final design. People will have the epportunity Lo speak £ the project tzam again abaut the praject and
previde written feedback to RES.

These events will also refer to the written fesdback received from the October 2022 exhibitions and
consultation period and explain any changss made 1o the design in response to the feedback, If yoo
would like to be kept up to date with the proposal and informed about the next set of exhibitions
pleass Gl in a comements form with your detalls and tick the felevant box, or get in contact with o
project team,

HILL OF FARE
WIND FARM res

Overview

RES weeks to be a power for good In the commurnities that neighbour its projects by working openly and
constructively to ensure tangible local benefity,

Same of the mast direct and meaningful benefits that can be delivered from & wind farm proposal Like
Hill of Fare are jJobs and employment for local busl and contractors, in addition to the use of
local services and amenities, all of which can generate a significant amount of inward investment
within the araa. Hill of Fare Is praditted to deliver approximately £4.7 million of tnward Investment
into the lacal area in the form of jobs, employment, and use of local services, and more Information on
this s provided below,

We also believe that onshore wind should provide direct, lasting benefits to local communities. RES
takes & tallored approach and works dirsctly with the community to understand how the wind farm
could suppart the local area and help to secure long-term aconomic, socisl rd environmental benetits
This approach will help to deliver a tailored community benefits package that (s aligned with the lucal
communities’ priorities.

Involving the local supply chain

RES ts committed to ensuring that, wherever reasocably practizable, local contractors and employees
are used inall aspects of wind farm development, The major opportunities arise during the
congtruction phase whon suitably qualitied local irms are invited to bid for différent aspects of
construction, such as foundation laying and electrical works. Construction materials are normalty
sourced locally (1.e. within the county) and local transport and ptant hire companies used wheraver
possibie.

RES 18 keen 1o hear from local businesses who may be abie 1o offer skills and services ta Hill of Fare
Wind Farm, Please contuct ws if you are a local business and would like to know more about
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LEDS

Local
Eﬂkmum
B Scheme

Our unique Local Electricity Discount Scheme (LEDS) seeks to deliver direct and tangible benefits to
people living and working closest to RES' operational wind farms. Developed In response to research
and feedback from local communities around RES operational wind farms, LEDS offers an annual
discount to the electricity bills of those properties closest to a participating RES wind farmy, If this i
something that you are interested in s a potential part of a taflored community benefits package at
Hill of Fare, or if you would like more information, please (et us know.

Local income

Expenditure in the local economy during the development, construction and operation of wind farms
varies from project to project due to various factors Including project size, project duration, and the
availability of local suppliers, In recent years, RES has saen typical spend with local stakeholders,
suppliers and service providers in the reglon of £279,000 per wind turbine during the development,
construction and first year of project operation, In some cases, it has been possible to significantly
improve on this number with the inward investment being even more.

Hill of Fare Wind Farm Is predicted to deliver approximately £4,7 million of inward inyestment into the
locat area in the form of jobs, employment, and use of local services. The case studies below help
demonstrate RES' commitment to working with the local supply chiain and maximising inward
investment opportunities wherever possibie on its wind farm projects:

Meifkle Carewe Wind Farm, Aberdeenshire

RES' Melkie Carewe wind farm near Netherley in Aberdeenshire was cammissioned in July 2013,
Consisting of 12 turbines, the 10.2MW project injected £1.1 million into the Aberdeenshire economy
during the construction phase. Contracts were set up with local hotels and cleaning companies and all
of the stone and concrete used during the construction process was sourced from local suppliers, with
local drivers utilised to deliver materials to the site. The balance of the workforce at Metkle Carewe
lived locally during the working week, creating significant revenue for local accommodation providers,
For the 25 year lifetime of the project RES anticipates to spend locally in the region of £6.7 million, of
which £3.3 miltion will be paid ta the local council in business rates.

Freasdall Wind Farm, Argyll and Bute

RES' Freasdail Wind Farm on the Kintyre peninsular in Argryll and Bute was commissioned In March 2017,
Conststing of 11 turbines, the 22.55WW project has injected £6,34 million into the Argyll and Bute
economy through working closely with the local supply chain - with £4,21 million being spent with local
contractors, £1.56 milllon on locai materials, £0.36 miltion on local suppiies and services and (0,21
milllon on local accommodation

Glenchamber Wind Farm, Dumfries and Galloway

RES' Glenchamber Wind Farm near New Luce, Kirkcowan and Glenluce, was commissioned in October
2016, Consisting of 11 turbines, the 27.5MW project delivered a considerable £8 million of inward
investmert and employed 45 local people during comstruction leading to upskiiling of the local
workfarce.
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A res

i ARINST MES MES i |

Ak e

RES - a strong track record in Scotland

REES 5 e worlels leading indeparsent. raintils -M"yﬂmlqnﬁ' with ep@iarhany sCivas Biroge, Norph keneics s A
Pacilic. RES goew ool oF Sir Mokt Weklnine, m Brivah tamilyowned (om with geer 140 ymirs of sxperience i anstrucbsin and
enginearmy with a prou history in Scotand stretoing from the Gleafinnar Yaduct 10 the ivghlands 10 (he Emirates Arera and
fir Thris Hoy ¥elodrome in Glasgoe,

RES hag beon ‘at the fosefront of wing endriy dovelcoment fov aver 40 pears and hat developed andior budly more than J30W of
rermeabile orerey capasiiy wawldwidir, I (e U alooe we ate respecuibile b iporoc i mately 108 of the corrent wind anors
capacity

RES has developod andfor budlt twenty ane wind {arma. in Scotiand with a total generation chpacity of 397MW and has recendly
et mnmtiue tivg thee Blary Hell Wind Farm in drgyll and Bute.

Froom 1ts Ghagow offsos HES has beew oeveloping, constrocting and operatmp wind farme in Scodtond singe 1943,

FROJECT STATUS INSTALLED CAPACITY WUMBER/TY¥PE OF TURBINES
Oum Lows, Scott=sh Borders Dpsev atioral, F00 17 ThmW I entun G600 W
Wi Hill, Ezst Ayrshine Dperationnl 2000 1 1IN 2l vestms A0 KW
e, Hightand Operational 2003 oo I Bome .38 ide-rated)
Gleiia ol Poudtand, :

hire Dpierational J065 Th. QW 20 Bomas 1. 3w
Bisi'k Hill, Scoteish
Borders Dperaticaal I007 I8, ENW 22 Slesnonk 1, IWW
Foris i, Highland O eratiinal I007 MW A Siamgng 1, EWW
Dty Law
Cxtmnyon, Scotiivh Ciperntonal U0 Py 5% Wesian VO3
Bardeta
Hik| af Torerisi, Marany Upetational #H1 L Al I £ Slermmns LMW
Haiiit, Marth Ayrshire Qperational JOL M 14 vestas VB0 Taw
heiiie
c - Sxoci i Qrerational H18 12 12 Gamesa G5 BRIEW
Ak HRI, Angus Cperational 1013 & Al B Enercon £-48 SI0KW
F"E rimatel; Sosttish Dperatonal 2014 207w 14 Srvicn WAE2
.':'lr:"r:'.'l':""f' Dumiries  ritional 2078 2750 14 Norde 1100
Durenagins, Highland Qperational 2017 MW 13 hurrinem
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MIRRYGRED., QUEHITIES 8060 o ativinad 30T 5 10 Nrden 50

HILL OF FARE
WIND FARM

SONSULTATION

Your feedback counts

RES bwlieres in meaningtul snd producthee contutathon, sntd we aem to engage sy sith the local commenity: and key
viakrhoidery in order o facEate constnect e conultation, Thin heips to idend Ty haoes and concorm, el wel| ey benefits and
egipariundtien, which we can then contider when devoging and refining the design aod delivery of tho propesal.

W wolcme feedback Trom the local community on aur Sl of Fare Wird Faon proposal Mese provde sny fweciback thai U
ey havee {4 varitieg by Filing cut thin camments fiem. The clasing date for commaits B9 BES at this sage of the dealgn is
Friday 11th Movember 2021 Comments will sl be sccented after this date but may not be conzidered in rolation to the design
dapvwloprmaent

Miedae finte that nmy eormmants submiited to RES e not repvesentationd fa the deterrmiming outharily (he Seottis
Gueermment’s Enprgy Consents Ui and that thare will be o opposfumity to submit rapvesendatiods B0 the oetermining
at e oy shoirlol i pedindreg apdication for the propewf e sbam bt ded

1. Public exhibition
1.1 How did you find out about this public exhibitiant

Hewrslatter through the door

Advert m lpcal RewsDaper

Project website |wew hillolfaresdndfam. co k)
Word of madth

Othes [piege specily|

1.1 Which exiibition svent did you sttend?

Crathes Pulilic Hall

Echt Hall

Micrar Hall

Learnsy hali (Torphing)

Mane - wiewed exhibition infarmation on project website anly

1.3 What part of the public exhibition did you find mast useful?

Exhibltion information boardy

Vinalisatiom (pholomontages, wireline, laptog wirelines)
bkl ity 1o ask RES questons

Other {plesue specify)

1.4 Before visiting the exhibition how would you deicribe your knowledge of the Hill of Fare Wind
Farm proposal?

Hnew & lait

Mnew guite a lnt
Knew o little

Knew vy gthe
Knew nothing at all

1.5 Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel you have Increased your knowledge of
the Hill of Fare Wind Farm proposal?

A lat
Quiite a lot
& ikt

Very Little
Hone at all

1.6 Do you have any suggestions for ways in which we could have improved our exhibition?
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2. Climate change, energy security and renewables

In response to the climate change emnergency, the Scottnh Government has set a legally-binding target for Scotland to resch net
2110 carbon eimissions by 2043,

2.1 Do you agree that generating electricity from renewable sources, and reducing our rellance on
fossil fuels, can help towards tackling the issue of climate change?

| strongly agree

| agree

| don't know

| disagree

1 strongly disagree

2.2 Do you agree that we need to develop onshore wind farms to support greater energy
Independence and security of supply for the UK?

| strongly agree

| agree

| don’t know

| disagres

| strongly disagree

2.3 Do you agree that we need to develop onshore wind farms to help reduce energy bills?

| strongly agree

| ngres

| don't know

| disagree

| strongly disagree

2.4 Do you have any further comments regarding the above?

3. Hill of Fare Wind Farm proposal - design and layout

Feedback nt this carly stage has the patestial to change and influpnce the design and improve the overall quality of the planmng
application from # community perspective.

In addition to coafirming any corrent suppoct. oppasition, or neutrabity to the proposal at this stage piease consider submitting
any wonstructive feedback that you may have regarding the design and delivery of the project as this informiation has the
potential 1o change and influence the design in a way that i benefictal to the community, should it go ahead.

3.1 What's your attitude to the proposal for a wind farm at Hill of Fare?

| am supportive

| am neutral

| am opposed

| don’t like wind farms in general

3.2 If the wind farm went ahead, as currently designed, what do you think about the turbine and
Infrastructure layout?

1 am happy with the proposed layout

Fam neutral towards the proposed layout

| hitye concerns about the proposed layout
| don't ke wind farms in generat

3.3 Do rnu have any specific comments regarding the proposed design or delivery of the project that you would
Ifie us to take into consideration?

(far example - infrastructure [ocations nciuding substation, tong term use of temparary construction compound[s],
proposed tracks, turbine deltvery route].
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4. Local benefit

In addition be Wse [4.7 millkon of wweard investment that te scheme |8 predicted Lo deliver Lo Lhe area in the form of jobs,
employrmant, snd e of locsl service, we pre proposing B delivies sdditional Beaefls throogh a4 tailonesd community bensis
package that b atigned with the priaritios of the local commun ity

A such, we are isking for your fesdback on the idead, incal priorities, and community prapect that you weould tile to see
supported (should FI of Fare Wind Faim be consenied) s that we can deliver o talored community benelits package they will
bl p b secure long-tonm economie, secial and envircnmental benstits for the local ares.

W are aleo interested In your views on RES' imique Local Blectricity Discount Schome (LEDS| which farms part of our tallored

community benefits package for some of our other projects and offers an annual discount to the etoctricity bills &f those
propertkes closest to a partieipating RES wind farm,

4.1 Within which Community Council area do you reside?

4,3 Comminity benalit tends to focus on these Cammunity Co | areas cloteit to the propasal which host the
site and/or infrastructure. What are your vlews on this imnmﬂfor Hill n‘f Fluﬁ

;.! %I:It 11?;.. lu-c-trE pré?ﬂtht. or community projects would you like to see benefitting from Hill of Fare Wind
arm, shou ahea
soume examples from other communities we've worded with are provided on the "local benelit' exhibition board)

A

4.4 RES has ceveloped Ity unique Local Ejectricity Discount Scheme [LEDS) which offers an annual
discount ta the electricity bills of those properties closest to a participating RES wind farm. is this
something you think should form part of the tallored community benelits package for Hill of Fare Wind
Farmi

s

e
Mayhe

5, Your details

Flease provide yaur name and contact detalls below in order to authenticate this comments ferm, Providing this infarnatlon
wives contest to your feedbach, facilitates & bettes understanding of commanity views and priorities, and ensbles us to resond
o any questions raised. However, if you are nob comfortable providing us weth your full condact details plesses incluge your
poitcode asa minbmum,

our contact details will be Lreated by RES with the srictest of confidence, in Ling with the Genersd Data Protectisn Regulations
(GOPAY 20T W may AL thmes sharg your coRthct daenils; in confidence, with third partiey wha we smploy o el process your

caonmetils of update you on the project end by providing your detalls bebow pou consent Lo thas, You may wiite o RES at any time
to sk bhat your contoct detasls be removed from owr records and from any thicd parties we work wikh,

Consent for storing submitted data *

Y4, | give permisston to store and process my data
Na, | den't condent Lo storing and processing rmy data

Hame:

Address:

Pastcoda!

Email
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Any written consultation feedback submitted to RES will be considered by the project team over the coming monthn as the design
s developed and refined, in addition to feedback from key consultees and the findings from the Lechnical and environmental
studies that we are undertaking.

We wiil hold a second set of public exhibition events cioser to submission of the planning application (which is currently
scheduled around spring 2023) to update people on the proposal and present the final design. People will have the opportunity to
speak 1o the project team agaln about the project and previde written feedback to RES. These events will also refer to the

written feedback recelved from the October 2022 exhibitiens and consultation pertod and explain any changes that have been
made to the design in response to the feedback,

If you would like to be kept up to date with the project, please tick this box:

Please tick the box *

|_| 'm not a robat e

mUARTCHA
Prreecy - Taimd
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Appendix 9: Interim update letter to Key Stakeholders - May 2023

Renewable Energy Syitems Limited

Ird Floor, 5TV, Paciil ¥

Gilasgow G51 1PQ, United Kingdom

T 444 (0}241 404 5500 F =44 (0)t47 404 5501
E infoi@res Group. COT . WWW . Nes-group., CTEm

_ Sent by email to: crathesdrumoakdurriscc@amail.com

Chairman
Crathes, Drumoak and Durris Community Council

02 May 2023

pear [N

Hill of Fare Wind Farm proposal — update
| am writing to provide you with an interim update on our Hill of Fare Wind Famm proposal.

Owver the last few months we have been reviewing the consultee feedback to the Scoping Report, undertaking
further environmental and technical survey work, and considering the extensive feedback received from the
public consultation. We are very grateful to everyone who provided feedback to RES on the proposal.

Sinca the October 2022 public exhibitions we have made a number of key design changes, including a
reduction in turbine tip height from 250m to a mix of 200m and 180m and turbine numbers reduced from 17 to
16. Whilst we are not yet at a stage to prasent the final design, we have developed a Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs) document in response to common topics raised. The FAGS are available on cur Hill of Fare

project website at www, hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk.

We have also issued a project newsletter this week to over 1,800 people who live locally or have asked us to
keep them up to date with the proposal. The newsletter, a copy of which accompanies this letter, provides an
update on the project and refers to the FACS on the project website.

We are planning to hold a final suite of public exhibitions in the summer. These events will provide people with
an opportunity to review the updated design, speak with the project team, and provide further comments before
the proposal is submitted into planning. We will write to you with further details of these events in due course.

Lastly, we will shortly be submitting a Gate Check report to the Scottish Government's Energy Consents Uinit
{ECU) which identifies how comments provided in the scoping opinion are being addressed by RES and taken
forward in the Environmental Impact Assessment report. This is largely a procedural document but as a
consultes we understand that you will be notified of this report once It has been submitted.

Yours sinceraly

Langlmy, Hertfordshire W04 5L, United Kmgdarn
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Appendix 10: Newsletter 2 (Spring) - May 2023

HILL OF FARE WIND FARM PROPOSAL

NEWSLETTER - SPRING 2023

es

power for goad

Project overview

Work undertaken so far

RES first announced its Hill of Fare Wind Farm proposal in
August 2022 when the Scoping Report was submitted to the
Scottish Government's Energy Consents Unit (ECL).

The Scoping Report set out an early design of 17 turbines at
250m tip helght and sought feedback from key consultees,
including local Community Councils, on the proposed scope of
environmental work to assess and inform the design.

In October 2022 we held public exhibitions in the local area to
engage with the local community en the project and gather
feedback on the scoping design,

Consultation feedback

The four exhibition events that we held in October 2022 in
Crathes, Echt, Midmar and Torphins were well attended and
attracted more than 370 people.

Over 380 comments forms were received from the event and
subsequent consultation period, providing almost 3,000
comments across a variety of topics.

Our summer exhibitions will refer to the written feedback
received from the October 2022 exhibitions and censultation
period and explain any changes made to the design In
raspanse to the feedback,

Breakdown of comments

Ecology 4% Y,
Exhibition 83 —

Energy 12% ———-

Landscape and visual 25%

We have also been undertaking a wide range of further
envirenmental surveys and detailed studies, to build our
understanding of the site, in addition to considering the
consultation feedback received from the public exhibitions as
well as key consultees. This has helped to shape the design over
the last few months.

There will be another opportunity Lo review the project design,
speak with the project team, and comment on the proposal at
our final suite of exhibitlons which are currently being planned
for summer 2023. Further details of these events will be
communicated and advertised in due course.

October 2022 exhibitions

The graph below shows the balance of topical comments
received, with the following of most Interest:

+ Sociceconomics (community benefit, supply chain)
+ Landscape and visual (turbine height, sitelocation)
+ Energy (onshore wind, other technologies)

«+ Exhibition {format, staff, communications)

« Ecology (wildlife and species, habitart)

« Recreation (access, activities and use of hill)

« Moise (predicted levels)

- Infrastructure (batiery storage, substation, tracks)

We are grateful to everyone who took the time to engage
with us an the proposal,

s~ Recreation 3%

Holse 3%

- Infrastructure 3%

1 Traffic and Transport 2%

Grid 2%

Hydrology 2%

—— Shadow flicker 1%
~—-—— Omithalogy 1%
T Tourism 1%

“._ = Cultural heritage 0,5%
~ Awiation 0.5%

\_ Project general 6%

- Sgcioeconomics 25%
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Summary of design changes so far
Whilst the design continues to evolve, here is a summary
of the key changes so far:

« Turbine heights reduced from 250m to a mix of 200m
and 180m

+ Turbine numbers reduced from 17 to 16
= Site boundary extended to include access route from

the sast and area to the south for substation and battery
storage location

There will be another opportunity to review the project
design, speak with the project team and comment on the
propesal at our final suite of exhibitions which are currently
being planned for Summer 2023,

Private water supplies — call for information

Do you have a private water supply from Hill of Fare?
In order to identify and protect private water supplies in the
area we are encouraging any local residents who have, or
think they may have, a private water supply linked to Hill

of Fare to get in touch.

We have already pathered all available supply information
from Aberdeenshire Council and Dunecht Estates; in addition
to site surveys, but want to ensure that our data ls as
comprehensive as possible.

The information that we are seeking is listed opposite and can be
sentto EnvireCentre by email at hofpws@envirocentre.couk or
by post to: Hill of Fare Project Team, EnviroCentre Ltd, Banchory

RES, a privately-owned company with a proud history in
Scotland, Is the world's |argest Independent renewable
energy company - with operations across Europe, the
Americas and Asia-Pacific.

We grew out of Sir Robert McAlpine, a British family-owned
firm with over 140 years of experience in construction

and engineering - including the Glenfinnan Viaduct in

the Highlands and the Emirates Arena and Sir Chris Hoy
Velodrome in Glasgow,

From our Glasgow office we have been developing,
constructing and eperating wind farms in Scotland since
19593, We have developed and/or built 21 wind farms In
Scotland, with a total genarating capacity of S9TMW.

This newsletter has been designed to keep you up to date with the Hill of Fare Wind Farm propasal. If you
no longer wish to recelve this newsletter, please write to RES at the address above to (et us know.

Printed on FSC-certifizd paper by Compass Print Groop Litd, Hareness Road, Altens Indusirial Estate, Abardeen AB1Z 3LE

Interim update

FAQs

We have also developed a Frequently Asked Questions [FACIS)
document which pravides furtherinformation, in response to
the main themes and questions raised from the consultation
feedback, for people’s interest and awareness,

A copy of the FAQSs can be found on the project website at
www hilleMare-windfarm.co.ul.

Please note that the FAQs document is not a consultation
document but instead an interim update on the development
of the project.

The infermation that we are seeking is as follows:

1. Property name and lecation - National Grid Reference
[NGR) or What3Words

2. Private water supply location - NGR or WhatiWords

3. Private water supply source - borehole/surface
watercourse/spring/other

4. Supply usage and number of people - domestic/
domesticand agricultural/ agricuftural anly/ commercial

5. Any known issues with supply - does the supply
experience discolouration or run out during dry periods

Information can be sent to EnviroCentre up until

Business Centre, Burn O'Bennie Road, Banchory, AB31 52U, 21st May 2023.
RES in Scotland Contact us
Rbout RES Gavin Shirley

Development Project Manager

= gavin.shirley@res-group.com
L 07570812231

@ RES, Third Floer, STV, Pacific Quay,
Glasgow, G511PQ

At the forefront of the industry for over 40 years, RES has
delivered more than 236W of renewable energy projects
worldwide. For further information about RES visit
WWW, Mes-Eroup.com,

Far mare information on the proposal please visit our project
website at www. hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk or contact us by
using the details above. If you require information in Braille,
larpe text or audio, please get in touch with us.

c
COMPASS
PRINT
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Appendix 11: Newspaper advert and public notice - June 2023

PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS - Hill of Fare Wind Farm Proposal - updated design

RES {5 holding & final suite of public
exhibitions to present the updated
design Tor its 16-turbine Hill of Fare
Wind Farm proposal and energy storage
facility, approximately 6km north of
Banchory. These avents will provide
people with an opportunity to review the
updated deslgn, speak with the project
team, and ask guestions.

Tuesday 20 June ‘Wednesday 21 June
Bamchory Towr Hall Midmar Hall Learney Hall Echit Hall
14 High Street, Midmar, 9 Beltie Road, B977, Echt,
Banchary, Inverune, Torphins, Westhill,
AB31 SRP ABS1 7NE AB3Y AJT AB3Z BUL
11am - 2pm Spm - Bpm 11am - ipm S5pm - 8pm

Amyone wishing to provide feedback and ideas for local benefits to RES can do
50 In writing by filling out a "comments form® at the events or anline from the
project website at weew. hilloffare-windfarm.co. uk from Tuesday 20 June when
copies of the exhibition Information will be avallable on the project website
for people to view, The closing date for comments on the updated design is
Thursday & July 2023.

Since the October 2022 public exhibitions, RES has been reviewing consultation
feedback from the public and key consultess, and undertaking further
environmenial and technical survey work 1o inform the design. The updated
design includes turbine tip heights being lowered from 250m to a mix of 180m
and 200m turbines, and turbine numbers being reduced from 17 to 16.

Plewns nirle thal coomments imitiegd U AES daring (hese exch b s wbegeeni can:
FRpTOSRLAtEn g ¢ ¥ EParEy Consants Lipit
ot iy b sl epresentations i the determmeng suthon ity shadld o glaiesag apflicetion bs sbenivie

king parcd s o

If consentad, the 105 MW proposal would be capable of generating clean, low-
cost renewable electricity for arcund 101,000 homes and creating a reduction
In carbon emissions of approximately 107,689 tonnes each year - making an
important contribution towards Scotland's targets of reaching Met Lero by 7045,

The project would also deliver a range of socipecanomic benefits to the local and
wider area as explained by Gavin Shirley, RES Development Project Manager:

Hill of Fare Wind Farm Is predicied to deliver approximately £4.4 million of
frward [nvestment into the local areda in the form af jobs, employment, and use
af local services during construction and the first year of operation - as well as
mare than ET million in business rates annually to Aberdeenshire Council.

Furthermore, should the project be consented, RES will

work with the cormmunity to develop o tallored cammwnity
benefirs package to help secure long-term ecomamic, social and
enviranmental benefits for the lacal area. in line with this

wer are dnviting further feedback from the community at the
Jure public exhibition events on the projects, ideas, and local
priorities that they would like to see supported by the project.

RES is proposing that the tailored package of additional benefits will be E3,000
per megawatt (ar squivatent) of installed capacity per annum and may include
RES Local Electricity Discount Scheme (LEDS) which coutd offer an annual
discount to the electricity bills of those properties closest to the wind farm,
something that has received significant interest from the community.

For more information, please visit the project website at
wiwwy, hilletfare-windfarmico.uk or contact Gavin Shirley,
Project Manager, an 07570 812231 ar at

gavin.shirley@res-group.com. Sy for enad

S

PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS
Hill ef Fare Wind Farm Proposal

RES (Renewable Energy Systams Ltd) is
helding a final suite of public exhibitions to
present the updated design for its 16-turbine Hill
of Fare Wind Farm proposal and enargy storage
facility, approximately 6lun north of Banchony.

Tues 20 June from 11am-2pm al Banchory
Town Hall, 14 High Street, AB31 58P

Tues 20 June from Spm-Bpm at Midmar Hall,
Midmar, Inverurie, ABS1 TNE

Weds 21 June from 11am-2pm at Learmay
Hall, 9 Beltie Road, Torphins, AB31 4JT

Weds 21 June from Spm-8pm at Echt Hall,
BO77, Echt, Westhill, AB32 UL

Feedback lo RES can be submitted in writing
on a 'comments form’ either at the exhibitions
or online via the project website at

www. hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk from
Tuesday 20 June when copies of the exhibition
information will be available on the project
wehsite for peaple to view, The closing date
for comments Is Thursday 6 July 2023.

For more infarmation, please visit the project
website or contact Gavin Shirfey, Project
Manager, on 07570 812231 or al
gavin.shirley@res-group.com.

Comments to RES at this time are not
representations to the determining authority
(The Scottish Government’s Energy Consenls
Unit). There will be an opportunity to submit
representations to the determining authority
should an application be submitted.
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Appendix 12: Update letter to Key Stakeholders with exhibition details - June 2023

Aencwable Energy Systems Limited
Third Flogr, 5TV, Pacific Quay
Glasgow G51 1PQ. United Kingdom

power for good «A44 (0)1414 045 500 | infofres-group.com

sent by email to; I

Secretary - Torphins Community Council

2 June 2023
veor I

RE: Hill of Fare Wind Farm Proposal - Public Exhibitions

Further to my previous letter dated 27 May, | am writing to confirm details of public exhibition events
that RES is organising for the Hill of Fare Wind Farm proposal.

Public exhibitions

We are holding a final suite of public exhibitions towards the end of June in order to present the
updated design. These events will provide people with an opportunity to review the updated design,
speak with the project team and ask questions.

Like last time, these exhibitions have been carefully organised around hall availability, with some
events being held in the evenings and others during the daytime to make the events as accessible to as
many people as practicable. We are also holding an event in Banchory this time (rather than nearby
Crathes) in response to consultation feedback. Details of the exhibition events are as follows:

Tuesday 20 June Wednesday 21 June
Banchory Town Hall Midmar Hall Learney Hall Echt Hall
14 High Street, Banchory, Midmar, Inverurie, 9 Beltie Road, Torphins, B977, Echt, Westhill,
AB31 5RP ABS1 7NE AB31 4JT AB3Z UL
11am - Zpm Spm - Bpm 11am - Zpm S5pm - 8pm

A range of information will be available, including photomontages and visualisation software to help
give an impression of what the site could look tike from different viewpoints in the area, and RES staff
will be on hand to discuss the proposal and answer any questions that peaple may have. These
exhibition events will also refer to the written feedback received from the October 2022 exhibitions
and consultation period and explain any changes made to the design in response to this feedback.

We would like to offer Torphins Community Council a table at the Torphins exhibition, should you wish
to undertake your own community consultation again. If you would like a table, please confirm this by
Friday 9 June and we will follow-up as necessary.

Raising awareness

The exhibitions are being advertised in the local Deeside Piper newspaper over the coming weeks
using a mix of adverts and public notices (as well as targeted online digital adverts) and a press
release has also been sent to the Press and Journal newspaper and other local media outlets,

ERES ts & registered trademark | Registered in England & Wales Number 1589981
Reglstered olflce Beaulot Court, Egg Farm Lang, Kings Langley, HetUardshire W BLR | woew. res-griags
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A digital copy of the exhibition advert accompanies this letter in case you wish to post it on any of
your community social media sites or websites. We can also arrange to send laminated versions of
this advert to you for use as posters on local noticeboards should this be helpful; please let us know,

A project newsletter is also being mailed out to over 1,700 properties in the local area {and to

anyone who has got in touch with us and asked to be kept up to date with the proposal) to help
raise awareness of the project and upcoming exhibitions. These newsletters should arrive early
next week. A digital copy of the newsletter accompanies this letter,

Providing feedback on the proposal

Anyone wishing to provide feedback and ideas for local benefits to RES can do so in writing by filling
out & ‘comments form" at the exhibition events or online from the Hill of Fare project website at
re-windfarm.co.uk from Tuesday 20 June when copies of the exhibition information will be
available on the project website for people ta view. The closing date for comments is Thursday 6
July 2023,

wiawrw _hilloff

Comments submitted to RES during these exhibitions or subsequent consultation period are not
representations to the determining autharity (The Scottish Government's Energy Consents Unit). There
will be an opportunity to submit representations to the determining authority once a planning
application has been submitted.

Mext steps

Based on our current programme we are looking to submit our planning application later in summer
2023, Upon submission, the planning application will be formally advertised. We will also write out to
key stakeholders and issue another edition of our project newsletter to local households and anyone
else who has asked us to keep them up to date.

Yours sincerel
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Appendix 13: Website update advertising exhibition events - June 2023

HILL OF FARE
WIND FARM

[ 4 [ meproso

LOCAL BENEFITS B e NEWS

COMNSULTATION

Early engagement

RES belleves in meaninghal and ffective cormustation and we ann (o engage early with the oal community and by stehenholdss
inorder ey facilitate constructive consiitation. This helpt to identify itsues and concarns, as well as banefits and cpparmunities,
which we can they Consider when develoohyy the destn of the proposal .

In August 2022 wa wrote 1o kay stakebolders (neluming local Community Councils), as well 25 the Closest properties tn the turbine
development acer of the site, to vitroduce the project and corfirm sabsmassian ol the Scoping Report, Since then we hare upoken
and corrasponded with reprasentatives of the local Community Coanciis and responed to enguiiies from I0Cal residents and
cther interpsted parmies that fuve got in teuch,

A project newslelter b also ksoed w over 1,700 progerties In the local arvn it key milestones Lo help Keep peaple Informed
about the prajoct

Public exhibitions - October 2022

A5 part of oar pre-applicaton conmiltation we nela a set of tour public echibitions m the local area 1n Dotaber 2027 to enabln
people ta Learn marz aboul the praject, dlscats the nroposal with our projsct tesm, and provide wittan feacddack 1o RES on the
Inttsal eovty-stage desipn. Local Community Councily were provided with thelrown table fof conmiltation. These ovents went
well heyond the minimus requirements for pre-agplication cansudtation

The consuitation feedback schmitted to RES has been considerad by the project team as part of the design devikopment,
addition to leedback fram key cansuliees and Cie flnd vgs from Lse detalled techyical and envie siuneotal studies that we have
unoartakan,

A range of Information wis made avallabile, Irciuding yisuallsations which wore prapared to Natureseot guldance and helped to

Wive an hivpression of what the sits could ook [k Treo diTerent vienpdints in the arsa, RIS SUaT wets o hand 10 discuss the
propasal and antwer ary questions that peaple hnd. A copy of the exhibiton information hoartds can be viewad bolaw:

® wmcome (0.9 M)

o Sbout BET0,% MB)

o Tho need fo hore wing (0.9 M8)

» Project ourvew (1 BB

o Dovgn infrustructure sid comtrumts {4 M8)

o nyssmmm viaderstions  boars | (1 MB}
o Enyeunirertal comederatiaes  boaes (0.5 M8)

wderations  board | (1 MB)

. Ax | bennfin (9.5 i)

o o Jeu Veisaiy (hlan) - wnecreaned |1 MB)

« Iny al Frid Aty (I0kan) « scresmin(l {3 MBY

- B9TIS, b weith rnor caad to Milmee (1 M)
. L2 UL T (1 MB)

. 4 A0 arar Brooutgn 11 ME)

. Tonphies. Woodiidie laad (tMB)

. 1 Minor e T Mok |1 W)

. p. win, Main Steet (1 MB)

Public exhibitions - June 2023

FES 15 holding a Ninal suite-of public extumtsons I Jure 2023 to present the updated design. These events will provide peopie with
AN opportunity te review the updatad design. speak with the project team, ang ask questions. The exhibitions will te adventied
{iocally loading up to the ovents.

Tuesduy 20 June Wednesday 21 June
Banchory Town Hall Midmar Hall Learney Hall Echt Hall
14 High Street, Midmar, inverurie, 9 Beltie Road, 8977, Eche,
Banchary, AB31 SRP ABS1 7NE Torphing, AB31 41T Westhill, AB32 sUL
11am - 2pm Spm - 8pm 11am - 2pm Spm - 8pm

A range of infanmation will be avallable, imcluding phatomontages and visualBation software 10 help glve an impeession of what
the site could look ke from different viewpoints in the area, and RES staff will be on hand to discuss the proposal and snawer
any questions thiat people may have

These svents will also refer to the weitton fesdback recevied from the October 2022 exhibitions and consuttation peciod ana
cxplain any changes mode to the design in response o this feechack

Aaryane wishing to provids lesdack s (Qeas Tor local bensfits 1o RES can do so iy weiting by FElinvg out a “comments form” at
the exhibition 2vents or online from this project webaite from Tuesday 20 Juive when copies of the axhibition ifarmation will be
available on the project website lor people to view. Tho closing date for comments i Thurscay 6 July 2021,

Comments cubmittod to AES during thesw axhibitiont or subsoquant consuitation penod are not reprosentations to the

determining autbarity (The Scottish Goversment's Energy Conunts Unit). There will be dn opportunity to submit representations
to the determiting autharity ence & planning apolication has besn wilnitisd

Page 70 of 119

Cllck tn the Imege below Lo read the FAQS

e pe

Hill of Fare Wind Farm
Proposal

Frovgearry Sbed Quewrom (TA

Wiy 2013

Click on the image below to visw the

June T023 cxhibitvan advert

res

FURLC EXHINTIONS -
L T L s

W) — e 4 281 r—
v g T —
e LI T -
—— T e —
e e
- ———— e g oty
- S | — -t

Ny 3 i -

—— e e - — b hen -
- - S el W, G

Aty ——— Soabimn
L

L -
View - .-

~ - -u .
- Then o -

g 4 o —— 1 — ot . W -
- — oy 8 8 — t o Wy b s S o

) Ay
o B e s 28 b madiere o Vo g mats
v -
Tharitng & v BEL

e b S 1L frws — ) b b ey Pt
e b g bk g e el vt g
. ol 8y b i b arg T
L e e
B et e e )



Hill of Fare Wind Farm
Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report

Appendix 14: Newsletter 3 (Summer) - June 2023

HILL OF FARE WIND FARM PROPOSAL

NEWSLETTER - SUMMER 2023

Project update

Public exhibitions

Since the October 2022 public exhibitions and
consultation RES has been reviewing the comments
received, together with key consultee feedback and
further site survey work, and progressing the design.

We have now developed an updated 16-turbine scheme
and will be presenting this at a final suite of public
exhibitions in June 2023. These events will provide people
with an opportunity to review the updated design, speak
with the project team, and ask any questions.

—— -

s

A range of information will be available at the public
exhibitions, including photomontages and visualisation
software to help give an impression of what the site could
look like from different viewpoints in the area. Members
of the project team will also be on hand to discuss the
proposal and answer any guestions.

These events will also refer to the written feedback receitved
from the October 2022 exhibitions and consultation period
and explain any changes made to the design in response to
this feedback.

Wednesday 21 june

Banchory Town Hall Midmar Hall
14 High Street, Midmar, Inverurie,
Banchory, AB31 5RP AB51 7NE
11am - 2pm Spm - 8pm

Anyone wishing to provide feedback and ideas for local
benefits to RES can do this by filling out a ‘comments
form’ at the exhibition events or online from the project
website at veww.hilloffare - windfarm.co.uk from Tuesday
20 June when copies of the exhibition information will be
available on the project website for people to view.

The closing date for comments on the updated design
is Thursday 6 July 2023,

Learney Hall Echt Hall
9 Beltie Road, Torphins, B977, Echt, Westhill,
AB31 4JT AB32 6UL
11am - Zpm 5pm - 8pm

Comments submitted to RES during these exhibitions ar
subsequent consultation period are not representations
to the determining authority (The Scottish Government's
Energy Consents Unit). There will be an opportunity to
submit representations to the determining authority once
the planning application has been submitted.

Based on our current programme we are looking to
submit our planning application later in summer 2023.

This newsletter has been designed 1o keep you up to date with the Hill of Fare Wind Farm proposal e
I you no longer wish to recelye this newsietter, please write to RES at the address overieaf to let us know,

Printed on FSC-certified paper by Compass Print Group Ltd, Hareness Road, Attens Industrial Estate, Aberdeen, AB12 3LE

COMPASS

PRINT
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Community benefit package

RES is proposing a tailored package of benefits for
the community from the Hill of Fare Wind Farm that
would be worth £5,000 per megawatt (or equivalent)
of installed capacity per annum.

This package could include RES® unigque Local Electricity
Discount Scheme (LEDS), something that has received
significant interest from the community. LEDS seeks to
deliver direct and tangible benefits to people living and
working closest to RES' operational wind farms,

Developed in response to research \
and feedback from local communities,

LEDS offers an annual discount to the /. Lacal
electricity bills of those properties AEI!??:EEn
closest to a participating wind farm. B cheme

Access and recreation opportunities

At our October 2022 events we received quite a lot

of feedback regarding people's interest in maintaining
access to the site for recreation as well as the oppartunity
for improvements to walking and cyclting paths as well as
car-parking.

In response to this, we are currently in discussion
with the landowner to explore the opportunity to
create permanent public car-parking facilities at the
site entrance to the east as well as other potential
opportunities to support site access and recreation.

About RES

RES, a privately-owned company with a proud history in
Scotland, is the world's largest independent renewable
energy company - with operations across Europe, the
Americas and Asia-Pacific.

We grew out of Sir Robert McAlpine, a British family-owned
firm with over 140 years of experience in construction
and engineering - including the Glenfinnan Viaduct in

the Highlands and the Emirates Arena and Sir Chris Hoy
Veladrome in Glasgow. Fram our Glasgow office we have
been developing, constructing and operating wind farms in
Scotland since 1993, We have developed and/or built 21 wind
farms in Scotland, with a total generating capacity of 597MW.

At the forefront of the industry for over 40 years, RES has
delivered more than 23GW of renewable energy projects
worldwide. For further information about RES wisit

WWW. res-group. com.

turbine type selectid,

Benefits from the wind farm

Inward investment

The project is predicted to deliver approximately

£4.4 million' of inward investment into the local area in
the form of jobs, employment, and use of local services
during construction and the first year of operation,

The project would also deliver maore than £1 million in
business rates annually to Aberdeenshire Council.

Other benefits

We are in a climate emergency, cost of living crisis, and
face issues with security of energy supply. Onshore wind
can address all of these.

Onshore wind alangside other renewable technologies can
generate the cheapest form of new electricity generation
- and isn't subject to sudden fossil fuel price fluctuations
or the uncertainties of global markets. It is quick to build
(12-24 months) and the carbon payback time is usually
within 1-3 years.

Hill of Fare Wind Farm would be capable of generating
enough clean, low-cast electricity for around 101,000
homes® and reducing carbon emissions by approximately
107,689 tonnes each year.

The project would also make an important contribution
to Scotland’s new target of installing 20GW of onshore
wind across Scotland by 2030 to help towards meeting
our Met Zero carbon emissions by 2045.

RES in Scotland Contact us

Gavin Shirley
Development Project Manager

ez gavin.shirley@res-group.com
‘. 07570 812231

9 RES, Third Floor,
STV, Pacific Quay,
Glasgow,
G511PQ

Faor more information on the proposal please visit our
project website at www.hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk or
contact us by using the details abave. If you require
information in Braille, large text or audio, please get
in touch with us.

! The B4.4 milllon Inward Investment figure ls based on typical spend that RES has seen spent on Its projects with local stakeholders, suppliers and
service praviders in the région ol E278,000 per wind turbine during the develapment, constructian and first year of operation.

! The 101,600 homes equivalent figure has been calculated by taking the pradicted annual electricity geneération of the site {based on RES assessmeants
Hill of Fare Wind Farm has a predicted capacity factor of 38.58% - based on a & 6MW [megawatt| candidate turbing} and dividing this by the annual
average electricity figures from the Department of Business. Energy and Industrial Strategy |BEIS) showing that the annual UK average domestic
hotsehold consumption is 3,505 kWh {December 2022), Final wind farm capacity will vary depending on the outcome of planning pérmiszion and the
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Appendix 15: Exhibition information boards (x29) - June 2023

s

power for good

Welcome

Overview

Thank you for taking the time to attend this exhibition. The event presents
the updated design for our Hill of Fare Wind Farm and energy storage
proposal, approximately km north of Banchory in Aberdeenshire, which we
have been exploring in partnership with the landowner, Dunecht Estates.

Since the project first became public in August 2022, we have undertaken
an extensive amount of technical and anviranmental site survey work, We
have also considered feedback from o wide range of key consultees on the
proposal including local Community Councils and Aberdeenshire Council

Public exhibition events were held in the local aren in October 2022 to
engage with people on the proposal and early scoping design, Those events,
together with the subsequent consultation period, generated a significant
amount of written feedback from the public for the project team to consider

We are now at a stage where most of the site survey work is complete,
thi updated 16-1urbine design Is being refined and finalised, and the
Environmental Impact Assessment {an extensive document which will
accompany the planning application) Is underway,

October 2022 exhibitions summary

The October 2022 exhibitions, held to introduce the project and seek feedback
on the early scoping design, were well attended - attracting more than
370 people across the four events In Crathes, Echt, Midmar and Torphins.

Over 380 comments forms were received during the consultation period
and just under 3,000 comments were pravided across a vaniety of toplcs
The graph below shows the balance of topical comments received, with
the following of most mtesest:

+ Secdioeconomics (commurity benefit, supply chain}
« Landscape and visual (turbire height, site location)
+ Energy (onshore wind, other technologies}

+ Exhibition {format, stafl, communications)

« Ecology (wildiife and spacies, habitat)

+ Recreation (access, activities and use of hill)

» Acoustics {predicted sound lavels)

+ Infrastructure (battery storage, substation, tracks)

We are grateful to everyone who provided feedback.
Breakdown of topical comments

Eeolugy 4% —
Exhibition #%

S Recraatian 3%

A Aesusties 3%

e Infrastructere 3%

- o Traffic and Tramport 2%
Grid 2%

e Mydrology 2%

L~ Shadow Nicker 1%

~ Ornithelagy 1%

- Toutlam 1%

|\ Culnaral baritage 0 5%

L Aviation 05%

- Project geneal 6%

Energy % ——

lnnmanc and
visus 298

" Socloeconomics 25%

HILL OF FARE WIND FARM
PROPOSAL

About this exhibition

The purpose of this final suite of public exhibitions is to provide you with
an opportunity to review the updated 18-turbine scheme, speak with the
project team and ask any questions that you may have Our project team
comprises a range of experts on topics including fsndscape, acoustics,
acology and hydeology to help with your questions.

A wide mnge of project information is available at this exhibition including:

« Infrastructure design updataes [turbines, tracks, battery storage,
on-site substation, grid connection)
+ Environmental Impact Assessment considerations (such as

hydrology and private water supplies, peat, acoustics, shadow flicker,
culturat heritage, ecology and omithology)

+ Visualisations (photamantages and wirelines as well as visualisation
software) to help give an impression of what the site coold look Like
from different viewpoints within the area

This exhibition forms part of our pre-application consultation and, whilst
the design is almost finalised, this event provides you with an opportunity to
submit written feedback again to RES, if you wish, on the updated design.

Once the propasal is submitted into planning there will be an opportunity to
submit formal comments an the proposal to the determining authority. More
infarmation about how Lo do this is provided on the ‘Next steps' board

As part of these exhibitions, we have produced a 'Report on feerdback’ which
summiarises the feedback received from the October 2022 exhibitions and
subsequent consuitation period and highlights any changes that have been
made to the design in response to this feedback, Copies of this Report are
available as part of the materials presented at this exhibition,

c

Primtud on FSC-crctifind papar by Compass Print Geoup Lid
COMPASS
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www.hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk
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About RES

HILL OF FARE WIND FARM
PROPOSAL

The world's largest independent renewable energy company

RES has been at the lorefront of wind energy development for over 40 yedrs
and delivered more than 23GW of renawable energy projects wordwide. We
employ maora than 2,500 passionate people acrass the globe and are active
Im ¥4 countries; working across enshore and offshare wind, solar, energy
storage, green hydrogen, transmission and distribution.

y
g

_—  ACTVYITIES
7 [~
A X @
DEVELOP CONSTRUCT DPERATE
RES in Scotland

RES is @ privately-cwned company with a proud history in Scotland. We
grew out of Sir Robert McAlping, a British famidy-owned firm with over 140
years of sxparience in construction and enginesring including the Glenfinnan
Wiaduct in the Highlands and the Erirates Arena and Sir Chris Hoy
Velodrome |n Glasgow. From our Glasgow office we have been develaping,
oonstructing and operating wind farms in Scotland since 1993

Onshore wind projects in Scotland
Develaspmant

In planning
Conzented

Under constructian
Crperational

Mig updaied May 2005

Sustanabillty liesat the core of our business activity and values, and we have
beien leading efforts to create & future where everyone has access to zffordable
zore carhon energy. The Z2GW of green anergy that we have developed and/or
coratructed offsets more than 21 million tonnes of arbon every year,

OPERATICHAL &55ETS
SUPPORTER

ZBGW PROJECT PORTFOLIO 120“{
40" wsowons 2500 onows

TECHMOLDGIES

. BEal:
WEND SOLAR STORAGE TRAHSMESSITH GREEN
& DISTHIELTION HYDROGER

‘Wie have developed andfor built 21 wind farms in Scotland, with a total
generation capacity of 597MW, and have recently finished constructing Blary
Hill Wird Farm n Argyll and Bute. We wene sl invalved in the 12-turbiane
[edkte Carewe Wind Farm near Methadey, in Aberdesnshire, which we now
operate, The project was commissioned in July 2013 and injected E11 million
intothe aherdeenshire economy during the construction phase. For further
information about RES, visic www res-group.com

RES has developed and/or built andfor operates
a range of prajects across Scotland including:

1 Forss | and il 15 Meliston
2  Cammors Hill 16 Kelbum
3 Kintradwell 1" Freasdail
4 Hili'of Towse Fand I 18 Killean
5 Glens of Foudland 19 Cowr
6 Cam Duhie {and redesign) 20 Blagy Hill
Y 7 Beinneun 21 Sdenteuch
] &  Hillof Fare 22 Minnygep
g Moeikie Carcwe 23 Solwaybank and Bloch
10 Eariseat 24 Clenchamber
1 Little Raith 25  Lengcroft
12 Penmanshiel 26 Todfichen
13 Black kil
M Tarmywhes|

c
Printed s FSC.cartifind popor by Compass Primt Cosup Lrd
Mameress Rnad, Allers indusirial Estie, Aberdeen, ARTZ SLE cnr’h‘r‘.ﬂms

www.hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk
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The need for onshore wind

National Development

Weare ina climate emergency, cost of living crisls and face lssses with
security of energy supply, Onshore wind can address all of these. This is
recognised by the Scottish Covemment's National Blanning Framewark 4
(MPF4)" which was published in Febroary 2023

MPF4 is Scotland'’s long term spatial planning strategy and categorises
onshore wind projects with a generating capacity in excess of SOMW as
Mational Development In prindple it suppots &l forms of renewable
energy generation including anshore wind

Net zero carbon targets

A ‘climate emergancy’ was declarad by the UK Government and the Scottish
Government In 2019, The UK Govemmant has set a legally binding target for
reduting greenhouse gas emissions to 'net ters’ by 2050 and the Scottish
Govarnment has a net raro target of 20457 Renewabdes, and spacifically
onshore wind, will play an impartant rofe in helpng achieve thess targats.

Scotland currently has almost 3CW of operational onshore wind capacity.
The Scottish Government has a target of achieving 200W of instaliad
onshare wind capacity across Scotland by 20307 in order 1o help meet the
legally-binding 2045 net rere carbon emissions target. This is & subdtantial
increase and will require a significant deployment of pew onshore wind
projects inorder to meet this demand for green, low-carhon electricity,

Improved performance and output

Turbine technology hes advanced considerably in recent years, meaning that
turbines are row taller and mare effielent which enables them to generate a

dgnificantly greater amount of renewable efectricity per turbine.

Modern taller turbines provide mare elactricity, which helps address the
climate emargency, cost of living crisis, andsscurity of energy supply
The 180m and 200m turbines proposed at Hill of Fare woudd allow for far
greater benefits interms of renewable elsctricity generation per turbing
than smaller turbines waold

Thiis (ndrcative infegraphic shows the sporoomate number af homes that
could be powered annuatly’ by aach of the thres differant turbine modals,

Please note that images arw nol fo scale,
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Low-cost electricity

Orshore wind, alongside other renewable energy tnchru:ll.asi?s, Can generate
the cheapest form of new electricity generation, If consented, the Hill of
Fare Wind Farm would be apable of generating enough clean, low-cost
atectricity for mare than 101,000 homes? each year, based on the curment
design presented at this exhibithon, With the rigng cost of living and climate
change emergency, It Is imperative that we deliver electricity efficlently and
at lewest cost to the consumer

Energy security

Wind energy is a free and inexhaustible resource which has an impartent
role to play as part of @ balenced energy mix. I increases energy security by
reciucing oadr reliance on imports and builds our resilience to sudden price
fuctustions or the uncertainty of global markets It s also guick ta build
{12-24 menths), and the carbon payback time |s usually within 1-3 years,
Advancements in energy storage solutlons will also help caprure excess
energy generation. The current 1056 MW [megawatt) HIL ef Fare Wind
Farm proposal also includes a 100MW output battery storage facllity to help
rrasimise the efficency of the site and further contribute bo enesgy Security.

Tackling climate change

Whilst termperatore and weather patterns have naturally Nuctuated
throughout histary, sclentists now agres that there B “unegu/vacal svidence
il Eartlh iy wavtring &6 an pnprecedentod reie ' not seen inthe past 10,000
years and that "homman actvity ic the principal cause. " *

Fapidly melting ica sheets, accelerated rises in sea levels and o<san warrmning,
tomger droughts, moee frequent floods, wildfises and tropical storms are just
wome of the devastating effects of dlimate change seen acmss the globe
which are affecting beth humans and other species. With the sver-growing
threat of cdimate change and the catastrophic impacts that it could have,

It Is eritlcal that we trancition toa Tero-carbon future, If consented, the

Hilk of Fare Wind Farm would be capable of redudng carbon emissions by
approgimately 107,689 tonnes each year —displacing fossif fusls,
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. .
Project overview
Project background Site location map
In August 2022 RES submitted a Scoping Raport to the Scottish Govemment ' 1y 27 2 . | PM
and other consultees seeking feedback on the scope of proposed environmental L4 i ‘/““‘0':;:: et

srvey work for a wind farm and energy storege proposal at Hill of Fare Tha site
lies approximately 6km north of Banchory In Aberdeenshice

The Scoping Aeport included an early design comprising 17 turbines at a tip
height of around 250m and a praposed energy stovage facility which would
help maximise generation capacity and efficency of the site,

In October 2022, we held public exhibitions in the Tocal area to enable
peopie to learn more about the project, discuss sny questions with the RES
project team, and provide feedback cn this initial scoping design.

Since these events we have undertaken further detadled envircamental and
technical studies 1o build our understanding of the site. The findings from
this wark, together with the comments received from the public consultation
aswell as technical key consultee feedback, have been carefully considered
in refation to the development of the design The map at the bottom of this
board shows an updated 16-turbine schame with 3 mix of turbine hesghts

Design evolution - turbine layout and site boundary
The two maps below shew the comparative changes in turbine numbers and locations, turbine height, and the red lined site boundary.
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Infrastructure — updated design

Turbines

Since the scoping design, which was presented at the October 2022 public
exhibitiors, turbing numbers have been reduced from 17 turbénes & 16 turbines
and tip heights reduced from 250m 1o a mixaf 180m ard 200m turbines.
Furtherrmor, sach turbine location has moved o varying degrees to refime the
design and minirmise impacts wheeever possible, The total instafled site penerating
caparity has also rducad slightly since the scopng design from asund 122MW
[mEgawatts] to T05EMW dua 10 the reduction in turbine numbirs s well as the
candidate turblne madel charslng from -a BMW machine to a 6.6MW madhine.

Tracks

Tha ste boundary has been extended to include the access route from the
east of the site. One of the key benefits of the Hill of Fare site & its extensie
netwark of extsting tracks which will be utilised within the design wherayver
possible. Whiist there will be & need to widen and re-grade some of the
existing tracks. this will sgnificantly reduca the extent of new tracks required.

I aneas where new ground requires 1o be broken best practice will be followed
te minimise and mitigate any patential impacts - and reinstaternant wark
undertaken | a way that beips encourage disturbed ground to recaver well

Grid connection

RES has been advised by the
Transmission Crwmier {TO] that the
proposed wind farm will connect to

the Mational Grid via a 132k trident
owarbead woad pale ling irta Fetteresso
substation to the south east of the site.

The grid netwiork operators are currenthy
upgrading the grid infrastructure in the
country and RES will be required to

pay transmission connection charges

to Nationat Grid during oprration of

the wind farm for the grid connection.
Wa are currently considaring a grid
affer and consulting with tha TO, in thiz
case Scotush and Southern Electricity
MNebworks [SSEM) Transmission,

S5EM, as the 70, 1 responsible for mantaining and investing in the grid in
the north of Scotland. This indudes desipning connectmns for transmission
grid applications, such as that for the Hill of Fare proposal, and submitting
tha grid route planning applications for these connactions. As such, the grid
route is subject to a separate planning application from the wind farm - and
will b submmittad as a separate Section 37 planning application under the
Electricity Act by the TO once they hawe flinafised their design

Onice the planning application for the grid route is submitted, therewill bea
consultation period undertaken by the TO during which details of the route
ard mathod will be avallable for the public to provide comment 19 the TO as
part of the planning process. Indicative detalls of the anticipated route of the
grid connection far the project will alsa be inclisded by RES within the Project
Descriptian chapter of the Ervironmental Impact Assessment Repart {EAR)
wihleh will accompany the Hifl of Fare Wind Farm proposal planning apglication.

Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)

The Battery Energy Storage Systern (BESS) Is anticipated to have a storage
capacity akin to the wind farm i 2., & power output capadity of 100MW and a
storage energy capacity of arcund 200MWh (megawart hours)

The maximum size of the BESS compound would be up to 100m by 150m
Full datails of the scale and dimensions, minimum and masimum expont
capacity of megawatts and megawatt hours of electricity, and a full
pssessment of the impacts pnd effects and all proposed mitigation will e
included in the Environment al fmpact Assassment Report (ELAR) which eall
accompany the planaing application.

The site boundary has been extended {since the scoping design) to indude
s area to the south ef the site for the location of the BESS. The BESS
Iocation can be seen on the Infrastructure map on the 'Infractnectura andg
eanstraints maps' axhibition board,

Thi risk of fire at & BESS is low but will be considered and mitigated in

the design of the storage general arrangement and consideration of

the manitoring and fire suppression systerm. The BESS i optimised with
sppropriate container spacing to mindmise the risk of propagation across the
facility in the unlikely event of a fire. Additionally, fire breaks or spacing from
farestry s designed again 1o minimise lire propagation,

A battery managernant sydtem is also implemented for continuous
monitoring of the BESS through its lifetime. The containers housing the
battenes typically include dry aerosol fire suppression soiutions, favoured
oW WaRer suppression, as they are successful at reaching all areas within
containers and don't require a dedicated water supply

Frereg oy pBIE0

On-site substation

Tha propasal will atso mclude an oa-site substation. The electricity
generated Trom each turbine |5 low woltege and needs to be corverted Into &
highes voltape to be exported onto the National Geid

Underground cables arganized into amays transport the electricity generated
to the on-site suhstation wherespon it s canverted into a higher voltage
[132KV In the case of the Hill of Fare Wind Farm), This slectricity s than
transported via a ‘grid connection’ [a B2kY trident overhead woed pole kine
is expected for the Hill of Fars Wind Farm) onta the National Crid,

The site boundary Bas been extended [since the scoping deslan) te ineluds
an area to the south of the site {or the location of the on-shte substation
The ensite substation location can be seen on the Infrastrecture map on

thee 'Infrastruchure-and constraints maps’ exhdbition board c
L
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Infrastructure and constraints maps

Infrastructure map (updated design)
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Tip height Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) - 10km unscreened

Bare landform visibility

The Zone of Theoretical Visibility [ZTV) map below llustrates the theoretical This map serves as o tool to inform the Landscape and Visual Impact
extent of where turbines will be visible fram within @ 10km area, assuming Assessment (LVIA). The visibility indicated on the bare landfarm ZTV
100% visibility and bare landform (without any trees, buildings or abstacles below 15 likely to be much less extensive in reality.

in the view) as per NatureScot guidance.
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Tip height Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) - 20km unscreened

Bare landform visibility

The Zone of Theoretical Visiblility (Z2TV) map below llustrates the theorotical
extent of where turbines will be visible from within 2 20km area, assuming
100% visibility and bare landfarm (without any tress, bulldinge or obstacles
in the view) as per NatureScot guidance,

below i« likely to be much lecs extensive in reality,

HILL OF FARE WIND FARM

This map serves as o tool to inform the Landscape ond Visual Impact
Assessment (LVIA) The visibility indicated on the bare landform ZTV
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Viewpoint 1- B9119, junction with minor road to Midmar
power for good

m Approximate horizontal field of view
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WIRELINE DRAWING (UPDATED DESIGN]
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PHOTOMONTAGE OF PROPOSAL (UPDATED DESIGN)

VIEWPOINT INFORMATION

Location Altitude Nearest turbine Direction of view
368370, BO6710 178m AOD 2.724kmtoT1 176 A4°
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HILL OF FARE WIND FARM PROPOSAL

m S Viewpoint 1- B9119, junction with minor road to Midmar

Red turbines = scoplag design

COMPARATIVE WIRELINE
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Biue turbanes = updated design

WIRELINE DRAWING (UPDATED DESIGN])
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PHOTOMONTAGE OF PROPOSAL (UPDATED DESIGN)
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VIEWPODINT LOCATION

VIEWPOINT INFORMATION
Location Altitude Nearest turbine Direction of view
368370, 806710 178m AOD 2724kmtoT1 176.4°
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Viewpoint 2 - B9119, Echt
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m Approximate horizontal field of view

WIRELINE DRAWING (UPDATED DESICN)
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VIEWPOINT INFORMATION

Location Altitude Nearest turbine Direction of view
373719, 805680 104m ACD 4,004kmtoT16 244.2°
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Viewpoint 2 - B9119, Echt
power for good

m Approximate horizontal field of view

COMPARATIVE WIRELINE
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4 - A980, near Brockton

m Approximate horizontal field of view

EXISTING VIEW (UPDATED DESIGN)

WIRELINE DRAWING (UPDATED DESIGN)

PHOTOMONTAGE OF PROPOSAL (UPDATED DESIGN)

VIEWPOINT INFORMATION
Location Altitude Nearest turbine Direction of view
368387, 799409 97m AQD 2354 kmtoT9 352.2°
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Viewpoint 4 - A980, near Brockton
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m Approximate horizontal field of view

COMPARATIVE WIRELINE
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Red turbines = scopeng design  Blue Turbines = updated design

PHOTOMONTAGE OF PROPOSAL (UPDATED DESIGN)

VIEWPOINT INFORMATION

Location Altitude Nearest turbine Direction of view
368387,799409 97m AOD 2354 kmtoT9 352.2°
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Viewpoint 5 - Torphins, Woodside Road
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m Approximate horizontal field of view

EXISTING VIEW (UPDATED DESIGN)

WIRELINE DRAWING (UPDATED DESIGN)

VIEWPOINT INFORMATION

Location Altitude Nearast turbine Direction of view
362772, 801861 127mAQD 4231 kmtoT5 81.8°
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Viewpoint 5 - Torphins, Woodside Road
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m Approximate horizontal field of view
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Viewpoint 8 — Minor road near The Neuk
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m Approximate horizontal field of view

EXISTING VIEW (UPDATED DESIGN
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PHOTOMONTAGE OF PROPOSAL (UPDATED DESIGN)

VIEWPOINT INFORMATION

Location Altitude Nearest turbine Direction of view
373368, 797842 106m AOD 6198 kmtoT10 3161°
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Viewpoint 8 - Minor road near The Neuk
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m Approximate horizontal field of view
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Viewpoint 12 - Sauchen, Main Street
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m Approximate horizontal field of view
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VIEWPOINT INFORMATION
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Viewpoint 12 - Sauchen, Main Street
power for good

m Approximate horizontal field of view
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Viewpoint 19 - Area of the Cowshed on A980
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m Approximate horizontal field of view
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Viewpoint 19 - Area of the Cowshed on AS80

m Approximate horizontal field of view
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Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) considerations

Site selection

The Hill of Farte sive wis identified within the Aberdeershire Local
Development Plan (2017) Spatial Framework for Wind Energy & a 'Group 3°
atea which has ‘potential [for wind energy| subject to detalled cons|deration’

Since the site sefection the Aberdeershire Coundl adopted its new LDP in
Januany 2023 which reaffirms the Growp 3 status. Furthermore, the Scattish
Gaermment published the Mational Planning Framework 4 (NPF4)in
February 2023 which provides the national spatial srategy for Scotland,
‘Whilst it remiowves identification of Groups 1-3, Policy 11 asserts support for
onshore wind fanms outside of Mational Paris and National Scenlc Areas, Hill of
Fare is outwith such natienal landscape designations.

The wind resource, site accassibility, topography, proximity to housing, local
ecniogy and wildiife, watarhodies, peatland, cultursl heritage assets. grid
connectivity, i, are some of the key consideratians for the selection and
thien deslan of & site ke the HIlof Fase

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

Envirenmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) are a compulsary part of the
planning and consenting process for wind farms. The purpose of gn E14 fs
e Irvestigate and mitigate ary potential effects of & development on the
natural, physical and human environment

Orver the last couple of years, RES has undertaken & wide range of technical
studies and environmental surveys on the site, including;

» Llandscape and Visual + Archasology and Cultural Heritage

= Omithology and Ecology + Hydrology, Hydrogeology and Geology
+ Aroustics + Traffic and Transport

The findings from the site studses are-written up in & camprehensive
Erviranmental Impact Assassment Report (EI4R]) which the Scortish
Ministers will take Into account when deciding whether or not to grant
consent for the wind farm.

Landscape and visual

Owir landscape architects have undertsken exiensive assessment work Lo
infarm the design development and turbine layout. Key changes {since the
seoping design) Include the raduction (n turbine numbers fram 17 e 16 and
the reduction in turhine tip heights from 250m to a micol 180m and 200m

The photomontages and wireline visualisations presented at this exthibition
have been prepared to Naturebcot puidance and halp to give an impression
of what the site could look like from ditferent viewpoints in the area, We
have also prepamed 53 5 vissalisations (in addition to the typical 90°) in
response to public feedback:

Wi ane [ooking to achisve & design that strikes an acoeptable balance batween
the vaibility of the proposal and Its abllity to gererate significant amounts
of renewable energy. Ultimately, the scceptabitity of this design will be
asseswd by the determining suthodlty in relation to current enargy pollcy and
planning requirerments having considered feedback from consultess as well as
representations by members of the community and wider pubdic.

Residential visual amenity

The Residential Vistal Amenity Assessment [RVAA] is an impartant
component of the wider Landscaps and Visual Assessment which (s
unidertakes as part of the ELA, Fallowing feedback thraugh the Scoping
process and public consultations we have been working carefully with the
design to minimise potential impacts of the site on residential amenity
by increasing the separation distance from settlements and resdential
properties and exploring changes to the turbine height

Private water supplies

RES has coliected Privata \Water Supaly (MAS) data from Aberdeenshies Council
anil holdings within Dunecht Estate and openly consulted members af the
public in the surounding area. The purpose has been to establuh the PWS
sourte locations and sounce types inorder to (nform the PWS assessment that
wili ba prasented in the EIAR. The assesement’s findings will inform what
further work would be required, IF any, which may include basaline monitoring
of relevant PWS, before, during and after construction. Ary work associated
with PWS post consent will be enforced thraugh eondition and subject to
agreement with Aberdeenshire Council,

Private Water Supply sources surrounding Hill of Fare consist of surface
watercourses, wells intercepting near surface waterfsprings as well a2 boreholes
intercepting groundwater within bedrock, The bedrock geology within the
proposed development site ar Hill of Fare comprises granite (Leucopranite and
milcrogranite] from the Hill of Fane kntrusion, where groundwatsr can be prisient
within fractures and the rear surface weathered rone. The fracture networs (5
eonsidersd 1o b highly heterogenaus with Bmited wider cannectivity within the
bedmick mass. Presencs of suparficial deposits is imited to peat in flatter areas,
and giacial till on lower and pentier slopes

Surrounding the Hill of Fare intrusion are & number of ather badrock

units, including other ignecus bedrock (microgranodiorite, granodorite,
tonalite and quarta-diarite) and metamorphic bedrock to the south
(semigeedite, pelite and psammite), These various bedrock units will have
distinct groundwater character from, and limited connectivity with, the

Hill of Fare Intrusion. Given the nature of the bedrock undertying the
development site, and the limited depth and extent of superficial cover, [t

& congiderad that any impacts en groundwater resuiting from the proposed
developrment would be limited, and spatially restricted to the footprint

af the development infrastructure and Immedate surmoands: As owtlined
o, full assessment of PWS will be presented in the ELAR, along with any
recommendastions for mitigation and monltoring,

Peat

Peat depth surveys and assessments have been undertaken. Peat is not
unifomm across the site and desper peat is being avolided whsrever possible.
Typically, wind farms pay back the carbon within 1-3 years and operate
cartron free thareadter. A carbon balance assessment will be provided in the
E1AR, This will also be supported by a Peat Management Plan and an cutline
Habitat Management Plan

c
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Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) considerations

Acoustics

Operation and conSTLCHION ACOUSHIC Assessments and prediction are
undertaken in accordance with the relevant standards, current assassment
methodologies and best practice as determined by the regulatory bodles,
which Include Aberdeenshire Councll, the Scottish Governmnent and the UK
Institute of Acoustics

In consultation with Aberdeenshire Council, we have underiaken a background
sound survey at a number of locations around the sita to measure the existing
background sound levels, The results of the background sound susvey are
being analysed by our acoustics team and will inform the setting of the sound
immission limits for the operation of the wind farm. These fimits will be agreed
with the regudatory authornity, and the site will be required to comply with
these strict noise limits set within planning conditions.

Predicted preliminary acoustic footprint map

HILL OF FARE WIND FARM
PROPOSAL

The acoustic impact of the wind farm will be modetled and the output of
this modelied work will be presented in the acoustic chapter of the extersive
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (E1AR) which will accompany the
planning application

The acaustic chapter of
the EIAR will demionstrate
that RES has considered all
appropriate measures In
the design, construction,
and operation phases to
minimise the acoustic
impact of the winé farm.

Shadow flicker

Shadow flcker is a8 phenomenon where, under certain crcumstances of
geographical pesition and time of day, the sun may pass behind the rotors
of a wind turhine and cast & shadow over nelghbouring properties. When the
biades rotate, the shadow flicks on and off. it only occurs inside bulldings
wehere the flicker appears through a narrow window opening,

Shadow flicker can be predicted, modelied and mitigated using specialised
software, The Hill of Fare Wind Farm proposal is being designed to minimise
any potential for shadow flicker, However, it is lkely that shadow flicker
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monitoring software which can shut down certain turbines at particular times
of the day, or in certain weather conditions, where a flicker effect may result
will alse be utilised. This shadow flicker madelling work will be presented in
the EIAR which wili sccompany the planning application
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Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) considerations

Traffic and transport

Various studies have been undertaken to assess route options and help
minimise potential impacts during the delivery of wind turbine componants.

We ate assessing traffic volumes in the local area to understand the impact
of other construction traffic (HGVs, site plant, 4x4s] and identify ways o
minimise disruption on road users. The site access point has been carsfully

designed with appropriate visibllity splays to meet strict safety requirements,

We afe alsa in consultation with Aberdeenshira Council’s roads department
aswell as the emergency services and other relavant consultess,

Shoutd the projact be consented, a detalled Traffic Management Plan would be
developed to mitigate potentsal impacts on road users and ensure road safety,

Indicative turbine delivery route
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Aviation lighting

In accordance with the Air Navigation Order 2016, en-route obstacles at or
above 150m, such as the turbines propased at Hill of Fare, require to be it
at night with madium intensity red aviation lights The aviation lighting is
designed to focus the light across and upwards for the artention of aircraft
rither than dewnward to those at ground level and, In some clfcumstances,
not all turbines require to be lit

The light intensity varies in response to weather conditions and visibility (via
an atmospheric conditions and visibility sensor an the turbine] - with lighting
dimmad to 10% of their intensity in good visibility (typicalty greater than
Skm) but mawmised i cdoudy or foggy weather (where visibility is typically
less than Sken). We are consulting with the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and
the Mmnistry of Defence (MOD] to agree a Uighting strategy with them. The
propesed lighting strategy will be presented in the planning application which
will also include & night-time assessment and visualisations

Mo, “TON LN TR, T TP I

Aviation and radar

The Hill of Fare Wind Farm has the potential te impact aviation operations
3t Aberdeen Alrport. Initlally, the proposed layout Impacted both the NATS
En Route Limited (NERL) radar at Allanshill and the Alr Traffic Control radar
used by Aberdeen Airpart at Perwinnes NATS stated that there was no
avallable mitigation, so RES redesigned the fayout so that turbines were not
visible to the Altanshill radar. This means that NATS can offer an Infill feed
from Allanshill to Parwinnes as a mitigation salution.

The original proposed layout also breached the Instrument Flight Procedures
(IFPs) at Aberdeen Airport; specifically, two surveillance altitudes, However,
the redesigned layout s likely to only impact one of these procedures and
RES is currently waiting for Aberdeen Airport to confirm if the impact is
acceptable or if further work is required to mitigate the effects.

Ecology and Ornithology

Protecting and minimising any potential direct or indirect impacts on

local wildlife and their hahitats is of utmest importance and we take this
responsibility seriously. A wide range of ecological and ornithological studies
have been undertaken as part of the Environmental (mpact Assessment work,

We are also in consultation with relevant consultees, including
Aberdeenshire Council, NatureScot, RSPB Scotland, North East Raptor Study
Group, and the Des District Salmaon Flshery Board with regard to designated
sites, protected arcas and protected species. [n addition, the comments
received back from the public and focal community who knaw the site and
wildlife well are also considered.

We are olso developing a Habitat Restoration and Management
Plan s well as a Biodiversity Enhancement flan for the site, C
O
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Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) considerations

Cultural heritage

Whilst there are no designated heritage assets within the site boundary

area there are many non-designated and designated heritage assets in the
surmunding Skm study area The updated layout design lessens the potential
effect upon the setting of such assets

In order to enhance the cultural heritage environment we are investigating
the potential for a cultural heritage walking trail. Such a trall will enhance
the ahility to understand, appreciate and experience assets of national
Impartance in the area

Assets that could be linked in this trail include Barmekin of Echt {SMS7)
and Sunhoney (SM44) Provision of interpretation boards and creation

of designated pathways 1o access monuments and limit foot erosion are
potential lemants of the trail which will enhance not just cultural heritage
but also recreation in the area. If this interests you, please speak to our
project team and submit any wnitten feedback that you may have on the
Indicative walking trall on a comments form.

Indicative cultural heritage trail

Recreation

During construction of any infrastructure project, the developer has a
responsibllity to ensure that the public i kept safe fram any construction
activity on the site, Thes inevitably means that access to some parts of the wind
farm site will be restrictad in the Interests of public safety during construction of
the project Therz s an ernded path from the site entrance to the top of Meikle
Tap which may cerve as a diversionary mute away from the forest oad during
canstruction, Thers may be potential for upgrading this path as a result

QOnee the wind farm is operational, the statutory Scottish ‘right to roam
(Land Reform [Scotland] Act 2003) vall apply and the public will have full
access to the site via non-vehicuiar means.

The landowner has confirmed agreement in principle to car-parking facilities
at the site entrance. We continue 1o explore other potential opportunitiss to
support access and recreation across the site. We are also investigating the
potential for renovating the old shooting lodge on the site for use as a place
of shelter and visitor information.

Please speak to our project team In connection with any of these ideas.
Feedback can also be provided In writing on a comments form,
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Maximising the local benefit

A power for good

RES seeks to be & power for good In communities that neighbour our projects
by working openly and constructively 1o ensure tangible local benefits. We
belleve that enshore wind should provide direct, lasting benefits te local
communities and there are 2 number of ways that this can be achieved

Some af the most direct and meaningful benefits that can be delivered from a
wind farm proposa like Hill of Fare are jobs and employment for local businesses
and contracters, in addition to the use of local services and amenties; all of which
can generate a significant amount of inward investment within the area

Working with the local supply chain

RES is committad to ensuring that, wherever reasonably practicable,

local contractors and employees are used in all aspects of wind farm
development. The major opportunities arise during the construction phase
when suitably qualified locai firms are invited ta bid for different aspects of
construction, such as foundation laying and electricat works. Construction
materials are normally sourced tocally (i.e, within the county) and local
transport and plant hire companies used wherever possibla

Expenditure in the local economy during the development, construction and
operation of wind farms varies from project to project due to various factors
including project size, project duration, and the availability of local supptiers
In recent years, RES has seen typical spend with local stakeholders, suppliers
and service providers in the region of £279,000 per wind turbine during
the development, construction and first year of project operatzon. In some
cases, it has been possible to significantly improve on this number

Based on the updated design, the Hill of Fare Wind Famm proposal is predicted to
deliver approxmately £4.4 million of inward investment to the area in the form
of jobs, employment, and use of local services during the development, construchon
and first year of operation. In additian, more than £1 mellion in business
rates’ will b payable each year to Aberdeenshire Council during operation

Kintradwell Wind Farm proposal - case study

RES signed an agreement with Brora-based firm, Edward Mackay Contractor,
Eiving theen right of first refusal on the civil construction work for our
proposed Kintradwell Wind Farm. Should the project receive consent.
this commitment vAll help secure valuabile local jobs and employment
opportunities for the firm, which curently employs around 100 local staff

LUam Mackay, Director ot Edward Mackey sald Al credit to BES for engaging with
local Inoinesdes and for giang Ut the oppartumity L get st ck it s profect on ou
daovstim Sl It proceed, Himwork 1t we are Lioking at & sigegicant and cu'd he &
real boost for nor-anty ace Dusivess but the wholi aroa®

A ot
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Glenchamber Wind Farm - case study

Glenchamber, an 11-turbine wind farm located in Dumiries and Galloway
has an installed capacity of 27.5MW and began operating in 2016. In keeping
with our commitment to maximise economic benefit to the local area, the
clvil engineering contractor chosen for Glenchamber was Luce Bay Group who
are based just 8 miles from the wind farm. RES' work with Luce Bay saw mose
than £8 millien lnvested into the local economy and provided employment
for 45 local peopie

Skills and services

RES has a strong track recovd for working with the local supply chain arcund
its projects. In order to maximise the opportunities from the Hill of Fare
Wind Farm proposal we are looking to connect with local businesses and
build our xnowledge of the local skills and capabilities within the area

Some of the services and matenals that are likely to be required in relation
ta the Hill of Fare Wind Farm propesal, should it be consented, are
+ Croundworks + Electrical works and cabling

+ Steel fixing + Environmental surveyors

* Labourers + Concrete and aggregates

« Fencers « Accommodation

+ Plant operators + Cleaning and office support

+ Plant and crane hire + Carsge services and vehicle maintenance

« Civil engineering

I you're a local business or cantractor (or you know ane) Interested In
getting invelved in onshore wind, please speak to our project team

Partnerships

RES is also a Platinum member of Aberdeen and Grampisa Chamber of
Commerce and & member of Aberdeen Renewable Energy Croup (AREC),

Aberdeen &

Grampian A
Chamber of 7, \i BI'EG
Commerce | Member
| , | c
e R B UL COMPASS
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Community benefit package

Our approach

Shotdd the pregect be consented, a community benefit package will be establishad
10 SUpport the communities whe host, and ane closest to, the project

‘W lake a taitored approach and tonsull with the local community, both
pre-planning and post-consent {should the praject be granted planning
permssion), to gain an understanding of the local priorities and to seek
suggesthons for projects that will belp to secure leng-term economie, secial
and environmental benefits for the area

This approach ensures the community benefits package that s defivered

is alignad with the priorities of the local community. For instance, the
packege could include RES' Local Electriclty Discount Scheme (LEDS) or
provide funding for projects that sit autside the parameters of a traditional
application-based fund,

Should the project receive consert, the area of benefit for Hill of Fare Wind
Farm will be determined in consultation with locally elected representatives
fram the closest communities.

Value of the package

RES is proposing a tasored package of benefits for the community from
the Hill of Fare Wind Farm that would be worth £5 0040 par magawatt
(ar squivalent) of installéd capacity per annum, Based on the oarrrent
deslgn of the site and installed capacty of 105.6MW thes could equate to a
tailored community benefit package for thie local area worth £528,000 (or
equivalent] each year.

This package could include RES unique Local Electricity Dlscount
Scheme {LEDS), semething that has received significant interest from the
community. LEDS seeks to deliver direct and tangible benefits to people
Iiving and working clesest to RES' operational wind farms

Local Electricity Discount Scheme (LEDS)

Clur unlque Local Electricity Decount Scheme (LEDS] was developed In
response Lo research end feedsack from local communities around RES'
operational wind larms

electricity bélis of those properties closest 1o

a participating wind farm and there is no naed
o change energy provider. IT this is something
that you are inlerested in as a potent/sl part tﬁ

LEDS olfers an annual discount to the \

a taitorad community benefits package at Hill Lu{a]

af Fare, please note this in your formal wiitten Elec‘tnl:
feedback to RES and leT our project team Discoun
kerew |1 you waudd ke rmore information Scheme

Who administers the fund?

‘Where traditional application-based lunds are established [or our projects,
these are slways administerad by an independent erganisation. For exemple,
aTrust established for the specific purpose of managing cormmanity funds or
an established grant-making organisation such as Foundation Seotland

Should an application-based fund form part of the tailored community
berefits package far Hill of Fare Wind Farm then we wauld conmulr with
the community with regard tean administrator for the fund.

PROPOSAL

Your feedback on local priorities

‘We are seeking your feedback on ideas for local benefits and peiority projects
hat you wosdd e o see supported or delivered In your community from the
Hill of Fare Wind Farm project, should it recelve consent. Some of the most
popular suggestions we've received from the community so farincude:
Improved cycle and walking paths on the hill and local area

+ Discounted electricity

Horme eco measures (insulation, solar sanels)

+ Funding for schools, education initiatives, renewatdes education

+ |mproved parking for hill access

+ Funding for village halls

Electric vehicle charging fadlities within community

» Funding towards Installation of eleciric vehicle charge paints

Bladiversity initiatives (peatland, trees, flowers)

Social welfare support; senicr citiven suppart, bardship funds

+ Upgraded or new sports fac/licles

Skills and ermployment initiathees

+ Shared ownership

« |mproved broadband

= |rmgproved trenspan

B

=

Voluntzny community Benefits are not a material planning consideration.

Penmanshiel Wind Farm - case study

The Benmanshiel Wind Farm Community Benafit Fund contributed
E35,004 to the Community Councils refurbishment of Reston play park
which niad baan severely delayed due to the Covid-19 papdemic, with
miateh funding usad for the balance

The initiative involved entening
a contract with Scottish Borders
Council to transfer ownership of
the play pask to the community
council. The park was officlally
apenad by the aldast gentioman
In-Reston, a fitting rribute fram
the elderly to the young

Shared ownership

Is this of interest to the community?

RES is alen interested to understand whether there is any appetite from Lhe
community in exploring the potantial apportunity of shared ownerskip in
the wind farm, If shared ownership |s something that interests you, please
put this an your comments form and speck (o owr project team. Local Energy
Scotland is the independent body thak manages the Scottish Government’s.
Community and Rerewable Energy Scheme (CARES). Te find out more about
the scheme visH: hifpe)

Mlocn snergy scat/hubfshared-ownmrship!
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Next steps

Commenting on the updated design

This exhibition forms part of our pre-application consultation and, whilst
the design is almost finalised, this event provides you with an opportunity
o submit written feedback ta RES, if you wish, on the updated design

Cur team are here 1o discuss tha project with you and do our best to arswer
any questinns that you may have, but please note that formal feedback
ta RES an the updated design neads to be submitted in writing,

Aryane wishing to provide feedback to RES on the proposal and ideas

for local benefits can do so i writing by filling out 4 “comments form”

at the exhibition eients or anling from the Hill of Fare project wehsite at
wiwews il Tarewindtarm co.uk from Tuesday 20 June when coples of the
exhibition information will be available on the project website for people to
view. IF you have any questions about this pléase speak to our project team

The elasing date far comments is Thursday 6 July 2023,

Comments submitted to RES during these exhibitions or subsequent
consultation pericd are nit representations ta the determining authority

[Tha Scottish Gowernment's Energy Consants Linit]. There will be ar opporianity
o submit representations ta the determining authority ance a plarming
application has been submittecd.

©O0

Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report

A Pre-ppplication Consultation [PAC) Report will accompany the planning
application submlssion. The report will simmarise the communications
activity that has been urdertaken on the project and consultaticn
feedback received.

Indicative timeline

Fire] | 2024
Saitml gwon {Section 6]
Camsent delermenatian | @imente
Diychargs-of plarving condibons

Procaraming ey
CnsLraCinn prodees
Cammizuomng

2025 |
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Planning submission timescales

Thie Hill of Fars Wind Farm will have an installed generating capacity greater
than S0MW (megawatts). As such, the application for planning cansent

willl bt submittad by RES te the Seattish Gowernment's Energy Consents
Unit under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 (the Electricity Act) and
determined by Scattish Ministers, Aberdeenshire Councll will be a statutory
conguites in the process,

We currently expect to submit the Section 36 application laterin
Summer 2023,

In thie seantime, we will write up the deralled Ervironmenta Impact
Assassrint Report [EIAR). This is an extensive and comprehensive
document which reports on the survey findinga ard subsequent aasessment

of the proposal on key Topic areas including

*  Landscape and visual * Acoustics

« Cultural heritage = Trafflc and transpart

= Omithology « Aviation and Infrastructure
« Ecology «  Socloeconomics

+ Hydrology + Synespisticeffects

The EIAR will accompany the planning applicetian and be avallabla for public
viewing and comment as part of the formil consultation peried run by the
determining autherity.

Qnce the Section 36 planning application has been submitted the
determining authar ity will advertise the planning submission and hold a
statutory consultation period whereupon members of the public, as well as
statutory consultzes, ean submit their farmal cammeasts an the propesal
These representations will then be assessed against the proposal and a
plarning decision made by the determining authnority in due courss

Further information

Further information about the peaject, including Frequantly Asked
Quustions [FAQs), can be found on the Hill of Fare project website at

wearw hilloff are- windfarm, co.uk bogether with contact details for oor project
team. A copy of the key information presented at thus exhibition, including
an electrenle copy of the comments form (which can be flled Inanline or
downioaded), can also be found on the website.

IF you wild |fke 1o be kapt up oo date with the prepasal, please fill in
a cormments form with your detalls and ask to be added to our project
revviletter mailing list

2026 2027
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Appendix 16: Comments form for consultation feedback - June 2023

res Hill of Fare Wind Farm proposal

power for good June 2023 Public Exhibitions - Comments Form

Your feedback counts

Thank you for taking an interest in our Hill of Fare Wind Farm proposal. The purpase of these exhibitions is
to update the public on the design, explain the changes that have been made since the October 2022 public
exhibition events and consultation period, and answer any questions.

The updated layout is unlikely to change much between now and submissian. Nevertheless, we welcome any
further feedback that you may have on the propesal, particularly with regards to ideas for local benefits
which the project could deliver, should it be consented. Please provide any feedback in writing by filling out
this comments form. The closing date for comments to RES is Thursday & July 2023.

Hard copy comments farms can be handed in at the exhibitions, posted back to RES at Hill of Fare Wind

Farm - Project Team, Renewable Energy Systems Limited, 3™ Floor, STV, Pacific Quay, Glasgow G51 1PQ,
or scanned and emailed to gavin.shirley®res-group.com.

Please note that any comments submitted to RES during these exhibitions or subsequent consultation
period are not representations to the determining authority {the Scottish Government'’s Energy Consents
Unit). Once the planning application is submitted, a formal consultation will be aavertised and held by the
determining authority {o provide the opportunity for people to submit formai representations on the
proposal before a planning decision is made.

T Public exhibitions
1.1 How did you find out about this public exhibition?
[ | Mewsletter through the door | Advert in local newspaper or digital online adverts

Word of mouth Project website (www.hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk)

Other (please specify):

1.2 Which exhibition event did you attend?
Banchory Town Hall Learney Hall (Torphins)
Midmar Hall | Echt Hall

| Mone - viewed exhibition fnformation on project website only

1.3 What part of the public exhibition did you find maost useful?
Exhibition information boards | Ability to ask RES questions
| Visualisations {photomontages, wirelines, laptop wirelines)

Other (please specify):

X Updated design and layout

2.1 What's your attitude to the updated proposal for Hill of Fare Wind Farm?

[ | 1 am suppoartive [ | 1 am opposed
| am neutral | don't like onshore wind farms in general
Page 1 af3
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pawer for good June 2023 Public Exhibitions - Comments Form

2.2 If the project went ahead what do you think about the updated turbine/infrastructure layout?
| | am happy with the proposed layout | 1 have concems about the proposed layout

| 1am neutral to the proposed layout || 1 don’t like onshare wind farms in general

2.3 Doyou have any further comments regarding the proposal or updated design?

1 Community benefits package
RES Is proposing to deliver a taflored community benefits package aligned with the priorities of the
local community. This package would be worth £5,000 per megawatt (or equivalent) of installed
capacity per annum and could include RES' unique Local Electricity Discount Scheme (LEDS),
something that has received significant interest from the community. LEDS offers an annual discount
te the electricity bills of those properties closest to a participating wind farm. There will be further
consultation with the local community, should the project receive consent, on the detafl of the
community benefits package. In the meantime, please provide any comments below.

i Within which Community Council area do you reside?

3.2 Please rank each of the following most-popular Ideas, from community feedback gathered so
far, from: 1 - high importance; 2 - medium importance; or 3 - low importance:
Please rank | 1-3)
Improved cycle and walking paths on the Hill and around the area
Local Electricity Discount Scheme (LEDS)
Home eco measures for residents (insulation, solar panels)
Funding for schools, education initiatives, installing solar panels, etc.
Improved parking for hill access
Funding for village halls
Electric vehicle charge points {within community or funding for home charge points)
Biodiversity initiatives {peatland, trees, Mowers)
Social welfare support, senior citizen support, hardship funds
Upgraded or new sports facilities
Skills and employment initiatives
Shared ovwnership of the site
Improved broadband
Improved local transport

oparFT e Anan Ty
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3.3 Do you have any other comments regarding ideas, local priorities, or community projects
that you would like to see benefitting from Hill of Fare Wind Farm, should it go ahead?

4. Your details

Please provide your name and contact detaiis below in order to authenticate this comments
form. If you are not comfortable providing us with your full contact details nor wish to be kept
up to date, please include your postcode as a minimum.

Your contact details will be treated by RES with the strictest of confidence, in line with the
General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 2018. We may at times share your contact details,
In confidence, with third parties who we employ to help process your comments or update you
on the project and by providing your details below you consent to this,

You may write to RES at any time to ask that your contact details be removed from our records
and from any third parties we wark with.

Name

Address
| Postcode

Email

If you would like to be kept up to date with the project, please ensure to include ’
your email and/or postal address above and tick the box opposite:
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Appendix 17: Report on Feedback from 2022 consultation - June 2023
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose of this repart
RES has considerable experience in developing onshore wind projects throughout the UK and believes in the
importance of community consultation to identify issues and concerns, as well as benefits and opportunities,
which can be considered when developing and designing a project.

The purpose of this report is to summarise the written feedback received from the community during the
October 2022 public exhibitions and subsequent consultation period regarding the design of the proposed
development and highlight any changes that have been made to the proposal since. Each section focuses on a
key topic area and summarises the key themes within the feedback, followed by RES' response.

1.2 October 2022 exhibitions and consultation
RES held four public exhibition events in the local area (Crathes, Echt, Midmar and Torphins) in October 2022
as part of its pre-application consultation on the proposed Hill of Fare Wind Farm. These events pravided
people with the opportunity to learn more about the project, discuss the proposal with the project team, and
provide written feedback to RES on the initial early stage (scoping) design.

A range of information was made available, including visualisations prepared to MatureScot guidance which
helped to give an impression of what the site could look like from different viewpaints in the area. RES staff
were on hand to discuss the proposal and answer any questions. A four-week consultation period followed the
exhibitions for people to submit written feedback to RES on the proposal and early stage design. More than
370 people attended the events and over 380 comments forms were received by the time that the consultation
pertod closed - providing almost 3,000 comments across a variety of topics,

1.3 Topical breakdown of comments
The graph below shows the balance of topical comments received, with the following of moest interest:
«  Socioeconomics (community benefit, supply chain)
= Landscape and visual (turbine height, site location)
+* Energy (onzshare wind, other technologies)
»  Exhibition (format, staff, communications)
= Ecology {wildlife and species, habitat)
* Recreation (access, activities and use of hill)
s Acoustics (predicted sound levels)
s Infrastructure (battery storage, substation, tracks)

Ecolopy 4% Recieation 3%

Exhibltion 5% heoustics 3%

Infrastructure 3%

Traffic and Transport 2%
Grid 2%
Hydiolagy %
Shadow Nicker 1%
Ormithology 1%
Taurism T%

Energy 1T2%

Cultural heritage 0.5%
Aviation 0.5%
Froject general 6%

Landscape and
wiguad 25%

Soclostenemec £5%

RES also included a multiple-choice guestion on the comments form that asked if the wind farm went ahead as
currently designed (scoping layout), what people thought about the turbine and infrastructure layout. The
breakdown of responses is as follows: 71% responded that they had concerns about the proposed layout; 8%
responded that they didn’t like wind farms in general; B% responded that they were neutral to the proposed
layout; 8% responded that they were happy with the proposed layout; and, 5% didn't answer the gquestion.

The consultation feedback submitted to RES has been considered by the project team as part of the design
development, in addition to feedback from key consultees and the findings from the detailed technical and
environmental studies that have been undertaken. We are grateful to everyone who took the time to engage
with us on the proposal.

Page 3of 15

Page 107 of 119




Hill of Fare Wind Farm
Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report

2. SOCIOECONOMIC feedback

2.1 Key themes
Approximately 25% of all of the topical feedback received (approximately 745 topical comments) focused on
socioeconomics in relation to the proposal. The key themes and comments raised within the feedback were:

*  Community benefit ideas (approximately 47% of socloeconomic feedback): improved walking and
cycling paths on the hill and local area; LEDS (Lecal Electricity Discount Scheme); home eco measures
{insulation, solar panels); funding for schools, education initiatives, renewables education; improved
parking for hill access; funding for village halls; electric vehicle charging facilities within community;
funding towards installation of electric vehicle charge points; biodiversity initiatives (peatland, trees,
flowers); social welfare support, senior citizen support, hardship funds; upgraded or new sports
facilities; skills and employment initiatives; shared ownership; improved broadband; improved
transport,

» Community benefit - general (approximately 25% of sociceconomic feedback): no ideas or no
comment; don't want wind farm; community benefit doesn't offset impacts; would like maore
information on community benefit; don’t believe there will be any community benefit.

«  Community benefit area (approximately 22% of socloeconomic feedback): areas closest to proposal
shiould benefit; all areas impacted should benefit; disagree that areas closest to proposal should
benefit; would like more information on eligible areas; wider consultation on area of benefit.

s Supply chain (approximately % of wocioeconomic feedback): majority of skilled workers will not he
local; must use local companies and materfals; limited opportunities for inward Investment; would
like more information on jobs and supply chain oppaortunities.

2,2 RES response to socioeconomic feedback
Should the project be consented, a community benefit packaze will be established to support the communities
who host, and are closest to, the project.

‘We take a tailored approach and consult with the local community, both pre-planning and post-consent
{should the project be granted planning permission), to gain an understanding of the local priorities and to
seek suggestions for projects that will help to secure long-term economic, social and environmental benefits
for the area, This approach ensures the community benefits package that is delivered s aligned with the
priorities of the lecal community, For instance, the package could include RES' Local Electricity Discount
Scheme (LEDS) or provide funding for projects that sit outside the parameters of a traditional application-
based fund.

Should the project receive consent, the area of benefit for Hill of Fare Wind Farm will be determined in
cansultation with locally elected representatives from the closest communities.

The landowner has confirmed agreement in principle to car-parking facilities at the site entrance. We
cantinue to explore other potential opportunities to support access and recreation across the site. We are also
investigating the potential for renovating the old shooting lodge on the site for use as a place of shelter and
visitor information.

RES is also committed to ensuring that, wherever reasonably practicable, local contractors and employees are
used in all aspects of wind farm development. Based on the updated design, the Hill of Fare Wind Farm
proposal is predicted to deliver approximately £4.4 milllon of inward investment to the area in the form of
jobs, employment, and use of local services during the development, construction and first year of operation.
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3. LANDSCAPE and VISUAL feedback

3.1 Key themes
Approximately 25% of all of the topical feedback received (approximately 740 topical comments) focused on
the landscape and visual aspect of the proposal. The key themes and comments raised within the feedback
were:

+ Turbine height {approximately 27% of landscape and visual feedback): turbines too big; turbines
tallest in Scotland or the UK and were 'untested’; turbines too big for a hill; smaller turbines would
be better; turbine height contradicts Aberdeenshire Council’s 2014 Strategic Landscape Capacity
Assessment for Wind in Aberdeenshire.

« General comments (approximately 24% of landscape and visual feedback); too visible over wide area;
will spoil views; general concerns about visual impact; proposal was out of proportion; would ke
wirelines from property.

«  Site location (approximately 15% of landscape and visual feedback): Hill of Fare, specifically, was not
a suitable location; Aberdeenshire Cauncil’s 2014 Landscape Assessment confirmed Hill of Fare wasn't
suitable.

« Residential amenity (approximately 12% of landscape and visual feedback): site is too close to
populated areas; site will be visible from local properties; residential amenity will be affected.

«  Exhibition visualisations (approximately 8% of landscape and visual feedback): visualisations were
unrealistic or misleading; visualisations were not to scale; more viewpoints should have been
included.

= Ayiation lighting (approximately 5% of landscape and visual feedback): concerned about aviation
lighting; aviation lighting will cause light pollution.

= Turbine numbers (approximately 4% of landscape and visual feedback): visual impact from oo many
turbines; less turbines would be more acceptable.

+  Infrastructure {(approximately 2% of landscape and visual feedback): would like visualisations of grid
connection; battery storage and substation must be screened; would like visualisations of tracks.

«  Turbine layout [approximately 2% of landscape and visual feedback): impact from turbine layout
must be minimised.

= Cumulative impact (approximately 1% of landscape and visual feedback): already enough wind farms.

3.1 RES response to landscape and visual feedback
During the initial feasibility and site assessment work we considered that the site had the potential for 17 x
250m high turbines. This was the baseline that we started with to maximise the potential generation
capability of the site. Having since considered the consultation feedback received from key consultees and the
local eommunity, tip heights have been reduced to a mix of 180m and 200m tip heights.

Wind farms are quite often sited on hills or areas of higher ground in Scotland as the wind regime tends to be
better in these locations - with smoother and less interrupted wind. However, hills tend to create more visible
sites and 5o the turbine height needs to be assessed accordingly from a landscape and visual perspective to
understand il the proposal may be appropriate from a planning perspective,

The Scottish Government's Onshore Wind Policy Statement, published in December 2022, states in paragraph
3.6.1 that “Meeting our climate targets will require a rapid transformation ocross all sectors of our economy
and society. This meons ensuring the right development happens in the right place. Meeting the ambition of o
minimum installed capacity of 20 GW of anshore wind in Scotiand by 2030 will require taller and more
efficient turbines. This will change the landscape. " In this regard, elements of the Aberdeenshire Council
2014 assessment may be considered to be out of date. Monetheless, it is recognised that the asspssment
remains a useful starting point in considering the nature and characteristics of the landscape, which can be
used as part of a site specific appraisal of potential effects, such as that which is being undertaken as part of
the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment for the project.

The Residential Visual Amenity Assessment (RVAA) Is an important component of the wider Landscape and
Visual Assessment which is undertaken as part of the ElA. Following feedback through the Scoping process and
public consultations we have been working carefully with the design to minimise potential impacts of the site
on residential amenity by increasing the separation distance from settlements and residential properties and
exploring changss to the turbine height. At Scoping, it was confirmed that all properties within 2km of a
proposed turbine in the final development area would be included within a standalone Residential Yisual
Amenity Assessment (RVAA) that would accompany the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment. This RVAA
will be undertaken shortly, cnce the design is fully finalised, and properties within 2km will be contacted
directly to request access to help inform the findings of the RVAA.
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Our landscape architects have undertaken extensive assessment work to inform the design development and
turbine layout. Each turbine location has moved to varying degrees to refine the design and minimise impacts
wherever possible, We are locking to achieve a design that strikes an acceptable balance between the
visibility of the proposal and its ability to generate significant amounts of renewable energy. Ultimately, the
acceptability of this design will be assessed by the determining authority in relation to current energy palicy
and planning requirements having considered feedback from consultees as well as representations by members
of the community and wider public.

At our October 2022 public exhibition events we provided six visualisation boards showing how the proposal
may look based on the early scoping design and layout from six viewpaints within the local area, All
visualisations were and will continue to be produced to well established and recognised standards set by
MatureScot. In the case of the October 2022 public exhibition events, the visualisations were presented
illustrating a 90-degree horizontal view which helps provide wider landscape context. At this final suite of
public exhibition events we have provided some narrower 33.5 degree horizontal views within the
visualisations. Both replicate the style of visualisations that will be included within the application submission.

Aviation lighting on turbines at or above 150m is set at 2,000 candela on the nacelles. In some circumstances,
not all turbines within a wind farm are required to be lit. Furthermore, the aviation lighting is designed to
focus the light across and upwards for the attention of aircraft rather than downward to those at ground level.
The light Intensity varies in response to weather conditions and visibility {via an atmospheric conditions and
visibility sensor on the turbine) - with lighting dimmed to 10% of their intensity in good visibility (typically
greater than Skm) but maximised in cloudy or foggy weather (where visibility is typically less than Skm). We
will be consulting with the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and the Ministry of Defence (MOD) to agree a lighting
strategy with them. The propesed lighting strategy will be presented in the planning application which will
also include a night-time assessment and visualisations,
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4. ENERGY feedback

4.1 Key themes
Approximately 12% of all of the topical feedback received (approximately 360 topical comments) focused on
various themes around types of energy generation and the needs case for onshore wind. The key themes and
comments raised within the feedback were:

» Offshore wind (approximately 35% of energy feedback): prefer offshore wind to onshore; offshore
wind is more efficient; offshore wind has less visual impact; these size of turbines should be offshore.

»  Cost of electricity (approximately 18% of energy feedback): energy prices centinue to rise/no
reduction in electricity prices; there has been no change in electricity price; require reform to energy
pricing policy; would like further information.

s Other technologies (approximately 162 of energy feedback): prefer other technolegies (hydro,
marine, solar, nuclear); would prefer to see small scale generation.

= General comments (approximately 12% of energy feedback): benefits of onshore wind have to
outweigh impacts.

+ Onshore wind needs case (approximately 9% of energy feedback): there are enough wind farms;
energy policy needs re-evaluated: need more onshore wind farms.

= Carbon payback (approximately 7% of energy feedback): would like more information on carbon
payback; not convinced about carben payback from proposal.

*  Onshore wind reliability (approximately 3% of energy feedback): onshore wind farms are unreliable
and intermittent; wind farms need back-up for when they're not generating; would like more
information on equivalent number of homes powered figure.

4,2 RES response to energy feedback
We are in a climate emergency, cost of living crisis and face fssues with security of energy supply. Onshare
wind can address all of these. This is recognised by the Scottish Government's Mational Planning Framework 4
(NPF4) which was published in February 2023.

Onshore wind plays an important part in creating a balanced energy mix and is required alongside other
technologies, all of which have their merits in relation to cost, efficiency, environmental or social benefits. In
response to the climate emergency the focus on developing more onshore wind within Scotland has only
strengthened - with national targets now set for installing 20GW of onshore wind across Scatland by 2030 to
help towards meeting Net Zero carbon emissions by 2045,

Onshore wind, alongside other renewable energy technologies, can generate the cheapest form of new
electricity generation. With the rising cost of living and climate change emergency, it is imperative that we
deliver electricity efficiently and at lowest cost to the consumer,

Typically, wind farms pay back the carbon within 1-3 years and operate carbon free thereafter. A carbon
balance assessment will be provided in the Environmental Impact Assessment Report which will accompany the

planning application.

The Hill of Fare Wind Farm proposal includes a battery Energy Storage System (BESS) which is anticipated to
have a storage capacity akin to the wind farm i.e., a power cutput capacity of 100MW and a storage energy

capacity of around 200MWh (megawatt hours), The BESS would help maximize generation capacity and
efficiency of the site.
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5.1

5.2

ECOLOGY feedback

Key themes
Approximately 4% of all af the topical feedback received (approximately 120 tapical comments) focused on
ecology. The key themes and comments raised within the feedback were:

= Wildlife (approximately 43% of ecology feedback): concerns about potential impact an wildlife and
specific species (squirrels, deer, bats, bees, moths, butterfiies, pine martens, amphibians).

« General comments (approximately 35% of ecology feedback); general concerns about impact on
environment and hill land; concerns that survey work inadequate,

= Habitat {approximately 22% of ecology feedback): concerns about impact on habitat,

RES response to ecology feedback

Protecting and minimising any potential direct or indirect impacts on local wildlife and their habitats is of
utmost importance and we take this responsibility seriously. We look to mitigate any potential effects of the
development during construction and operation on the habitats and protected species that are found to be
present or active within the Site.

A wide range of detailed ecological surveys have been undertaken by qualified ecologists as part of the non-
avian Ecological Impact Assessment (EclA). The non-avian Ecological Impact Assessment (EclA) survey and
assessment work is an extensive undertaking, and the findings will be written up in the coming months as part
of a comprehensive Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR), which accompanies the planning
application, that Scottish ministers will take into account when deciding whether or not to grant consent for
the project, The planning application and associated documents such as the EclA and survey data (excluding
any confidential annexes) will become available for public viewing and comment as part of the formal
consultation period which will be run by the Scottish Government's Energy Consents Unit once the planning
application is submitted.

We have also been in consultation with relevant consultees, including Aberdeenshire Council, MatureScot,
RSPE Scotland, Morth East Raptor Study Group, and the Dee District Salmon Fishery Board with regard to
designated sites, protected areas and protected species.

As part of the project design we are developing a Habitat Resteration and Management Plan which will set out
the measures being proposed for the site, including a Biodiversity Enhancement Plan which will focus on
improving the biodiversity already found on the site beyond offsetting any potential loss of biodiversity from
the development. Although any enhancement measures propased will look to offset patential impacts of the
project, primarily they will seek to complement the existing conditions for flora and fauna while expanding
their effective reach as much as is practicable.
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6.

6.1

6.2

RECREATION (ACCESS) feedback

Key themes
Approximately 3% of all of the topical feedback received (approximately 100 topical comments) focused on
recreation in relation to access. The key themes and comments raised within the feedback were;

« Access plans {approcimately 41% of recreation feedback): concerns about potential impact on access
to the site for recreation during construction and operations; would like information on access plans.

«  Hill activities (approximately 35% of recreation feedback): concerns about impact on walking, cycling
running and skiing.

+ General comments (approximately 24% of recreation feedback): Hill of Fare is an important hill for
recreation and an important amenity for the local community,

RES response to recreation (access) feedback

We recognise that the Hill of Fare is a popular hill for recreation in the area, particularly the eastemn portion
of the site which lies away from the wind turbine development area but will provide the main access onto the
site from the B977 public road. As such, the design has considered opportunities to enhance the current
recreational access facilities on the site to ensure that public access is maintained where possible.

During construction of any infrastructure project, the developer has a responsibility to ensure that the public
is kept safe from any construction activity on the site. This inevitably means that access to some parts of the
wind farm site will be restricted in the tnterests of public safety during construction of the project. There is
an eroded path from the site entrance to the top of Mefkle Tap which may serve as a diversionary route away
from the forest road during construction. There may be potential for upgrading this path as a result.

Any temporary restrictions required during construction for health and safety requirements will be managed by
an Access Management Plan, which would be developed pre-construction, and temporary diversions of any

known routes will be put in place with agreement from Aberdeenshire Council.

Once the wind farm is operational, the statutory Scottish ‘right to roam’ (Land Reform [Scotland] Act 2003)
will apply and the public will have full access to the site via non-vehicular means.
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7.

7.1

7.2

ACOUSTICS feedback

Key themes
Approximately 3% of all of the topical feedback received (approximately 98 topical comments) focused on

acoustics. The key themes and comments raised within the feedback were:

= Acoustic impact (approximately 40% of acoustic feedback): concerns about potential acoustic impact.

» Predicted levels (approximately 30% of acoustic feedback): seeking information on potential acoustic
impact and predicted levels.

= General (approximately 19% of acoustic feedback): a range of concerns such as construction acoustic,
acoustic mapping, acoustic effect on wildlife.

= Residential amenity (approximately 11% of acoustic feedback): specific concerns about potential
acoustic Impact on amenity.

RES response to acoustic feedback

The acoustic profile of the turbines is one of many important considerations that has been assessed and
carefully managed as part of the site design. The design process will ensure that the project doesn't exceed
the strict acoustic l[imits which will be set within the planning conditions should consent be granted. These
limits correspond to existing backeground acoustic levels typical in the local area, which will control the wind
farm acoustics in relation to nearby residential properties.

Operation and construction acoustic assessments and prediction are undertaken in accordance with the
relevant standards, current assessment methodologies and best practice as determined by the regulatory
bodies, which include Aberdeenshire Council, the Scottish Government and the UK Institute of Acoustics.

In consultation with Aberdeenshire Council, we have undertaken a background sound survey at a number of
locations around the site to measure the existing background sound levels. The results of the background
sound survey are being analysed by our acoustics team and will inform the setting of the sound immission
limits for the operation of the wind farm. These limits will be agreed with the regulatory authority, and the
site will be required to comply with these strict noise limits set within planning conditions.

The acoustic impact of the wind farm will be modelled and the output of this modelled work will be presented

in the acoustic chapter of the extensive Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) which will accompany
the planning application,
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8.

8.1

B.2

INFRASTRUCTURE feedback

Key themes
Approximately 3% of all of the topical feedback received (approximately 82 topical comments) focused on the
site infrastructure. The key themes and comments raised within the feedback were:

«  Battery storage {approximately 50% of infrastructure feedback): would like more information on
battery storage location and battery storage generally; concerns about safety - specifically fire risk,

«  Substation (approximately 21% of infrastructure feedback): would like more information on
substation location.

«  Access tracks (approximately 12% of infrastructure feedback): would like more information on access
tracks - width, location.

+  Turbine infrastructure (approximately 10% of infrastructure feedback): would like more information
on turbine foundations, depths and footprint; concerns about safety - toppling over, fire risk; would
like maore information on turbine madel.

« General comments (approximately 7% of infrastructure feedback): general comments about area
covered by infrastructure and requirement for more information,

RES response to infrastructure feedback

The site boundary has been exlended (since the scoping design) Lo include an area L the soulh of the site Tor
the location of the Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) and substation - both of which can be seen on the
Infrastructure map on the ‘Infrastructure and constraints maps’ exhibition board.

The risk of fire at a BESS is low but will be considered and mitigated in the design of the storage general
arrangement and consideration of the monitoring and fire suppression system. The BESS is optimised with
appropriate container spacing to minimise the risk of propagation across the facility in the unlikely event of a
fire. Additionally, fire breaks or spacing from forestry is designed again to minimise fire propagation. A battery
management system is also implemented for cantinuous manitoring of the BESS through its lifetime. The
containers housing the batteries typically include dry aerosol fire suppression solutions, favaured over water
suppression, as they are successful at reaching all areas within containers and don’t require a dedicated water
supply.

The site boundary has been extended to include the access route from the east of the site. One of the key
benefits of the Hill of Fare site is its extensive netwaork of existing tracks which will be utilised within the
design wherever possible, Whilst there will be a need to widen and re-grade some of the existing tracks, this
will significantly reduce the extent of new tracks required. In areas where new ground requires ta be broken,
best practice will be followed to minimise and mitigate any potential impacts - and reinstatement work
undertaken in a way that helps encourage disturbed ground to recover well,

Further information regarding the turbine infrastructure will be provided within the planning application
submission.
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9. TRAFFIC and TRANSPORT feedback

9.1 Key themes
Approcimately 2% of all of the topical feedback received (approximately 61 topical comments) focused on
traffic and transport, The key themes and comments raised within the feedback were:

=« Potential disruption (approximately 41% of traffic and transport feedback): concerns about potential
disruption from construction traffic.

«  Turbine deliveries (approximately 23% of traffic and transport feedback): concemns about potential
disruption from turbine deliveries; concerns about turbine delivery route.

« General comments (approximately 18% of traffic and transport feedback): general concerns about
volume of construction traffic; potential road damage.

= Safety (approximately 10% of traffic and transport feedback): concerns about safety of pedestrians
and road users with increased traffic volumes during construction.

« Site access (approximately 8% of traffic and transport feedback): would like more information on site
access point.

9.2 RES response to traffic and transport feedback
RES has commissioned surveys to understand traffic flows and volumes on local roads and assess any patential
impacts nf construction traffic on the Incal area. This has enabled RES to identify potential pinch points,
bottle-necks, areas which will require road improvements, and areas which may reguire traffic management
and will help in developing mitigation strategies, The data collected from Lhe Lraffic surveys will be presented
in the Traffic and Transport chapter of the extensive Emvironmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) that will
accompany the planning application.

Should the project be consented, a detailed Traffic Management Plan would be developed and agreed with
Aberdeenshire Council in consultation with Police Scatland, setting out the steps that RES would take to help
mitigate any potential impacts on local traffic and road users and ensure road safety. Some examples of
measures that have been taken by RES on other construction projects include: introducing a reducing speed
limit for project construction traffic along certain stretches of road; avoiding turbine deliveries between
school-drop off and pick-up and/or rush-hours; delivering turbine compaonents at night-time; and, agreeing
certain ‘routes to site’ for daily construction traffic.

As part of the traffic assessment and data-gathering process RES has also commissioned turbine delivery-
specific surveys - including swept path analysis along the proposed turbine delivery route as well as detailed
assessment of the site access point with regard to visibility splays and safety requirements.

The abnormal load vehicles which deliver the longer turbine compeonents (primarily blades and towers) are
specialised multi-axle vehicles, some of which can raise their load height to clear walls and bridges) that are
driven by experienced operators. These vehicles have a considerable ability to precisely navigate and
manoeuvre alang a wide range of roads. Should the project be consented, further detailed survey work and
drive-throughs along the route will be undertaken by RES and the turbine haulier to assess any more
challenging stretches of the delivery route and ensure that they can be safely navigated.

RES often establishes local Community Liaison Groups (CLGs) during the construction phase of a wind farm to
support regular engagement with the local Community Councils and wider public - in addition to project
communications and updates via local newsletters and the praject website, This approach ensures that
questions and concerns or opportunities can be raised to RES and encourages a constructive dialogue to ensure
that the project is delivered with consideration to the local community.

RES' construction team has a wealth of experience in managing construction traffic, having built many wind
farms within Scotland and across the UK and Ireland, and works closely with the local community to minimise
disruption wherever possible. RES also has a strong track record for safety on its projects and within the
company's culture. In fact, RES recently won Health and Safety Team of the Year at the 2022 Safety and
Health Excellence (SHE) Awards.
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10. GRID CONNECTION feedback

10.1 Key themes
Approximately 2% of all of the topical feedback recelved (approximately 56 topical comments) focused on the
grid connection. The key themes and comments raised within the feedback were:

s Grid route (approximately 43% of grid connection feedback); would like more infarmation on the grid
route.

=« General comments {approximately £3% of grid connection feedback): general comments regarding
more information on connection plans; comments about grid application process and how residents
will be informed.

» Grid connection method (approximately 21% of grid connection feedback): would like more
information on the grid connection method; connection should be routed underground; concerns
about potential pylons.

«  Grid capacity (approximately 13% of grid connection feedback): concerns about whether enough
capacity on the grid to prevent constraints.

10.2 RES response to grid connection feedback
RES has been advised by the Transmission Owner (TO) that the proposed wind farm will connect to
the Mational Grid via a 132kV trident overhead wood pole line into Fetteresso substation to the south east of
the site.

The grid network operators are currently upgrading the grid infrastructure In the country and RES will be
required to pay transmission connection charges to National Grid during operation of the wind farm for the
grid connection, We are currently considering a grid offer and consulting with the TO, in this case Scottish and
Southern Electricity Metworks (SSEM) Transmission.

SSEM, as the TO, is responsible for maintaining and investing in the grid in the north of Scotland. This includes
designing connections for transmission grid applications, such as that for the Hill of Fare proposal, and
submitting the grid route planning applications for these connections. As such, the grid route is subject to a
separate planning application from the wind farm - and will be submitted as a separate Section 17 planning
application under the Electricity Act by the TO once they have finalised their design.

Once the planning application for the grid route is submitted, there will be a consultation period undertaken
by the TO during which details of the route and method will be available for the public to provide comment to
the TO as part of the planning process. Indicative details of the anticipated route of the grid connection for
the project will also be included by RES within the Project Description chapter of the Environmental Impact
Assezsment Report (EIAR) which will accompany the Hill of Fare Wind Farm proposal planning application.

The proposal for Hill of Fare Wind Farm has no direct association with grid works currently being undertaken in
the area.
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11.HYDROLOGY and HYDROGEOLOGY feedback

11.1 Key themes
Approximately 2% of all of the topical feedback received (approximately 46 topical comments) focused on the
hydrology and hydrogeology, The key themes and comments raised within the feedback were:

*  Private water supplies (approximately 52% of hydrology and hydrogeology feedback): concerns about
patential impact on private water supplies; would ke more information en how private water
supplies will be protected; would like a wider area surveyed.

s+ Peat (approximately 48% of hydrology and hydrogeclogy feedback): concerns about carbaon release
from damaged peat; concerned about disturbance to peat; would like mare infermation on
infrastructure siting to avoid peat.

11.2 RES response to hydrology and hydrogeology feedback
RES has collected Private Water Supply (PWS) data from Aberdeenshire Council and holdings within Dunecht
Estate and openly consulted members of the public in the surrcunding area. In May 2023, RES issued a PWS
‘call for information’ in a newsletter to over 1,700 households in the local area - inviting lecal residents who
had private water supplies linked to Hill of Fare to get in touch with RES' hydrology consultants, EnviroCentre
{who were undertaking the hydrology work on the site and assessing private water supplies) and provide
details of their private water supplies so that RES could ensure all supplies were checked.

The purpose of callecting PWS infarmation has been to establish the PWS source locations and source types in
arder Lo inform the PWS assessment that will be presented in the EIAR. The assessment's findings will inform
what further work would be required, if any, which may include baseline monitoring of relevant PWs, before,
during and after construction. Any work associated with PWS post consent will be enforced through condition
and subject to agreement with Aberdeenshire Council.

Private Water Supply sources surrounding Hill of Fare consist of surface watercourses, wells intercepting near
surface water /springs as well as boreholes intercepting groundwater within bedrack. The bedrock geology
within the proposed development site at Hill of Fare comprises granite (leucogranite and microgranite) from
the Hill of Fare Intrusion, where graundwater can be present within fractures and the near surface weathered
zone. The fracture network is considered to be highly heterogenous with limited wider connectivity within the
bedrock mass. Presence of superficial deposits is limited to peat in flatter areas, and glacial till on lower and

gentler slopes.

Surrounding the Hill of Fare Intrusion are a number of other bedrock units, including other igneous bedrock
{microgranodiorite, granodiorite, tonalite and quartz-diorite) and metamorphic bedrock to the south
{semipelite, pelite and psammite). These various bedrock units will have distinct groundwater character from,
and limited connectivity with, the Hill of Fare Intrusion. Given the nature of the bedrock underlying the
development site, and the limited depth and extent of superficial cover, it {s considered that any impacts on
groundwater resulting from the proposed development would be limited, and spatially restricted to the
footprint of the development infrastructure and immediate surrounds. As outlined above, full assessment of
PWS will be presented in the EIAR, along with any recommendations for mitigation and menitoring.

Peat depth surveys and assessments have been undertaken. Peat 15 not uniform across the site and deeper
peat is being avoided wherever possible. Typically, wind farms pay back the carbon within 1-3 years and
operate carbon free thereafter. A carbon balance assessment will be provided in the Environmental Impact
Assessment Report (EJIAR) that will accompany the planning application. This will also be supported by a Peat
Management Plan and an outline Habitat Management Plan.
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12.0THER TOPICAL and GENERAL PROJECT feedback

12.1 Summary of other topical feedback
Approximately 4% of the remaining topical feedback (approximately 125 topical comments) focused on the
following topics: Omithology, Shadow flicker, Tourism, Cultural heritage, and Aviation.

12.2 Summary of general project feedback
Approvimately 6% of the remaining topical feedback (approximately 180 topical comments) focused on a wider
range of general comments, for example: project economics, operation phase, decommissioning phase,
timescales, telecoms.

Approximately 9% of the remaining topical feedback (approximately 247 comments) focused on the exhibition
events, for example: exhibition format; exhibition staff; communications; and a range of general comments
(positive, negative, and neutral) on the exhibition events.

12.3 RES response to other topical and general project feedback
Environmental impact Assessments (ElAs) are a compulsory part of the planning and consenting process for
wind farms. The purpose of an EIA is to investigate and mitigate any potential effects of a development on the
natural, physical and human envirenment.

Over the last couple of years, RES has undertaken a wide range of technical studies and environmental surveys
an the site, as well as desktop studies and assessments, including:
# Landscape and Visual
« Ornithology
= Ecology
Acoustics
Shadow flicker
Archaeology and Cultural Heritage
Hydrology, Hydrogeology and Genlogy
Traffic and Transport
Tourism
Aviation
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The findings from the site studies will be written up In a comprehensive Environmental Impact Assessment
Report (EIAR) which the Scottich Ministers will take into account when deciding whether or not to grant
consent for the wind farm.

A Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report will accompany the planning application submission. The repart
will summarise the exhibition events, communications activity that has been undertaken on the project and
consultation feedback received.
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